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Nenthead 19 April 1806 

Hon! Masters, 

Having viewed the lead mines under my care, on the 25, 26, & 27", I let the sundry 
Bargains, & have annexed a list of the same, which I hope will prove successful. 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines in point of success are much the same as last quarter 
but a greater number of hands are at each, and they will ultimately do well Thomas Humble 
&c. as in list are driving one of the Levels at Rampgill mine, this mine consists of various 
branches, Veins, strings and Flatts rendering it necessary to drive several Levels to form 
proper communications between different parts. John Dickinson &c. are driving another 
Horse Level and J Stobbart &c., a third one all in Great Limestone. Joseph Blaylock &c., 
are sinking a Sump from an upper Level into one of these deeper ones to produce a 
circulation of fresh air through the mine. 

At Scaleburnmoss mine Caleb Dryden &c., are driving a Level in the Great Limestone but 
will finish it this quarter and raise Ore. Thomas Cain &c., are driving a Level upon the 
limestone and will shortly sink into the Vein. Emmanuel Nattrass &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 

Middlecleugh mine continues poor and from such a number of Veins comprehended under 
the name Middlecleugh, renders a great deal of work to preserve the Veins in a proper 
working state, having a manifest dependency upon one another. Matt. Cousin &c., and 
John Hutchinson &c., are each driving Horse Levels on the Great Limestone to prepare 
Veins for raising Ore. R Elliott &c., are driving a Level upon the Little Limestone and will 
shortly sink into the Vein in search of Ore. Mat. Hall &c., are sinking a Sump for a 
circulation of fresh air in the sundry workings and Joseph Dickinson &c., are cutting a cross 
to the Vein in the Great Limestone. 

Smallcleugh mine employs more hands than for some time past, a part of the soles being 
relieved by the engine and will of course raise Ore advantageously. John & William 
Richardson &c., are both cutting a cross to the Flatts and when accomplished will raise a 
good deal of Ore, these Flatts are at the distance of 40 fathoms from the Vein, which 40 
fathoms are to be cut in solid limestone. William Wharton &c., are driving the Deep Level 
from the bottom of the engine, it is very difficult to work and requires a great price. 
Garrigill mines are all poor, though some parts of them are in a hopeful way of reviving, 
being under eligible trials. At Browngill Sun Vein Jn. Harrison &c., are driving the Deep 
Horse Level and Jn. Dickinson &c., are driving an Upper Horse Level which will prove the 
means of raising Ore in the Upper Sills or Strata. 

At Browngill mine J Davidson &c., are sinking a Sump which will be 22 fathoms deep into 
the Horse Level and as it will relieve the Coal Sills, Great Limestone and Quarry Hazle of 


water will of course open a fresh field and prove the means of raising a considerable 
quantity of Ore. William Thomason &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level. 

At Tynebottom Paul Readshaw &c., are driving a Level in the Upper Sills to open the Vein 
for raising Ore and Joseph Wanless &c., are sinking a shaft from the surface to 
accommodate the Deep Level with fresh air and to try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Hangingshaw Cross Vein and Caplecleugh mines are raising Ore to advantage John 
Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level in the latter. 

Broomsberry is working to advantage and Hudgill mine is yet under a small and frugal 
trial. 

Boltslaw & Jeffrys Mines are still extremely poor & if some parts under trial at Boltslaw 
don’t turn out well it is probable that mine may be abandoned at the expiration of Mr 
Skottows Leases. Wm. Hudson &c., are driving in the Vein in expectation of some strings 
intersecting the same, which may discover some Ore. Jos. Vipond &c., are driving an upper 
Level & will shortly cut a fresh Vein. At Jeffrys, Jos. Gibson &c., are driving a Level & 
will be done by the end of this quarter. 

Stanhope Mine is much the same as last quarter. J Vickers &c., are driving a Level to cut 
the Vein in a fresh part where we expect to meet with some Ore. 

J. Bainbridge &c., are driving the deep Level which is excessive hard & goes slowly. 
Wiregill (as I informed the Court) in my last report is getting poorer tho’ still raises Ore to 
great advantage. Hry. Robson &c., are sinking a Sump between the upper & the deep Level, 
for the convenience of fresh air. Miles Walton &c., are cutting across to the north to a 
string which runs parallel to the Vein & which I suppose will be productive. J. Nixon &c., 
are driving the Level as an accommodation to the whole mine, & G. Allison &c., are driving 
the deep Level for the discovery of fresh Veins & will shortly cut one. 

Mannergill & Lodgesyke are both working to advantage, I have ordered fresh Leases of 
them to be prepared. Jno. Watson &c., at Flakebrig are driving a Level which goes in a 
north direction in about 18 months will cut Flakebrig Old Vein, which will raise some Ore 
& then be continued in the same direction for fresh objects such as Wiregill Vein &c. 
Middlehope Mine is doing well & raises Ore to considerable advantage. Rd. Walton &c., 
are driving the Horse Level which is the general convenience to the whole mine & by which 
all the Ore & rubbish are conveyed. Hry. Coulthard &c., are sinking a Sump from an upper 
Level to the deep one for air & to try the Vein in the Coal Sills. 

J. Kidd &c., are driving a Level in the Quarry Hazel which is intended to drain the upper 
part of the Great Limestone now troubled with water. 

I have let these Bargains as low as the appearance and nature of things would admit, but 
the idea of great wages runs so very high in this and every mining country that it renders 
the business troublesome. 

After informing myself as much as possible respecting Lord Strathmore’s Mineral Grounds, 
I consider that the Court have nothing to do with them. 

Mr Bainbridge's report on Mr Skottow's business will be sent up to the Court this day week. 
I cannot buy the Cowhill Ore under £7 12s the expense as follows. (Used London Fother = 
19.5 cwt) 


3 Ton 7cwt makes the Fother of lead @ £3 12s £29: 39 0 
(£3 12s = 8cwt = | Bing) 

Carriage of 3Ton 7cwt to the mill 1 Z 
Expense of smelting the Fother at Nenthead mill 14 9 
Carriage of a Fother of lead to Stella 1 18 211 


£32 3 10 


If the Court have resolved on the Bishop of St David's business, should be glad to have it 
in my power to give him an answer. When with his Lordship I told him that I expected the 
Court would give him an answer in a months time so that he might be at liberty if the Court 
did not approve of the mineral ground. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 19 July 1806 

Hon! Masters, 

After having taken a general survey of the Gov. & Co.’s Lead Mines under my direction, I 
let the sundry Bargains, on the 26", 27, & 28" past of which I have annexed a list. 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines, which in some respects are, blended together (the 
work of both coming out by the same Level) are doing well. William Fatkin &c., in 
Rampgill are driving the Horse Level Southward for the discovery of fresh Veins, four new 
strings have already been cut by pursuing this Level, several of which are now raising Ore, 
many more are yet to cut so that upon the whole it is a very hopeful trial, and as these Veins 
have not been explored to the depth of the Great Limestone before they will in all 
probability be of long duration. G Robinson &c., are driving the Deep Level as a common 
water course and waygate to the whole mine. Jonathan Shield &c., are driving a Level to 
prepare the Vein for raising Ore in the upper sills. 

At Scaleburnmoss John Bell &c., are driving Scaleburn Horse Level out of which we 
occasionally sink into the Vein in search of Ore. Thomas Cain &c., are sinking into the 
Great Limestone and will soon raise Ore in the upper sills at Scaleburn. Jno. Bell &c., are 
driving the Horse Level out of which we occasionally sink into the Vein in search of Ore. 
T. Cain &c., are sinking into the Great Limestone & will soon raise Ore in the Vein. 
Middlecleugh mine is still very poor and loaded with unavoidable dead work. R Robson 
&c., are driving one of the Horse Levels. J Hutchinson and R Briggs &c., are also driving 
Horse Levels to prepare the several Veins for trial. Joseph Dickinson &c., are sinking a 
Sump to procure a circulation of fresh air and to try the Vein for Ore. R Elliott &c., and M 
Hall &c., are sinking in different parts of the mine to relieve the same with fresh air and 
raise Ore. 

Smallcleugh is much the same as when last reported and will work to advantage. W 
Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level, which is in solid limestone rock and requires 
a great price. W Wharton &c., are driving the Deep Level from the bottom of the engine 
which is a common drain to all the different parts of the mine. 

J Richardson &c., are cutting across to the Flatts (which raise Ore well) to relieve the same 
with fresh air and will soon finish. 

Garrigill mines are still in a state of poverty and will require some time to bring many of 
the parts into a better situation. J Harrison &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Sun 
Vein. Jas Dickinson &c., are driving an Upper Level to try for Ore in the Upper Sills. 

J Davidson &c., are sinking a Sump at Browngill mine which will be attended with great 
difficulties but in the end, will prove a relief to the mine and be the means of raising a great 
deal of Ore. 


That part of Garrigill mines called Tynebottom continues poor and all care and frugality 
is attended to in the several trials. Jos Wanless &c., are rising to try the Vein. W Thomason 
&c., are sinking a Sump for fresh air and to search for Ore in the Vein. 
Caplecleugh and Hangingshaw Cross Vein are no way materially altered since last report. 
J Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level at Caplecleugh and T Armstrong &c., are 
sinking a Sump at Hangingshaw Cross Vein. 
Hudgill mine is still raising a little Ore from the old pickings. R Bainbridge &c., are driving 
in the Vein in expectation of a string intersecting the same, which may bring some Ore with 
it: 
At Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss, Chr. Armstrong &c., are driving an Upper Level, 
which will open the Vein in the Upper sills and raise Ore when finished. 
Boltslaw & Jeffrys Mines are extremely poor at the former J. Armstrong &c., are driving 
in the Vein in search of better success & more Ore, & at Jeffrys we are doing the best we 
can till that business is settled. 
Stanhope Mine is very poor. J. Vickers &c., are unfinished (please see last report) J. 
Bainbridge &c., are driving in the deep Level, which makes slow progress. J. Johnson &c., 
are driving the new Level at Coldberry which will shortly cut the Vein. 
Middlehope Mine employs fewer hands & is poorer than last quarter, yet working to 
considerable advantage. Cha. Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level as a drain to the 
whole mine & general waygate for all the Ore & rubbish which the mine produces. J. Kidd 
&c., are driving a Level under the Limestone which will try the Vein in the deeper sills 
such as the Tuft & Quarry Hazel. Hry. Coulthard &c., are driving a Level which prepares 
the Vein for raising Ore in the upper strata. 
Wiregill is much poorer than last quarter, that part of the Vein which was rich being nearly 
excavated, the strata above & below have little Ore in them, yet the scattered parts may 
collect in pursuing the Vein Eastward & raise a great deal more Ore. The mine is now 
raising Ore to considerable advantage. Hry. Robinson &c., are driving a Level in a part of 
the Vein under the Soles, to drain that part of water & to raise Ore, it will soon be finished. 
J. Nixon &c., are driving the Level. G. Allison &c., are driving the Deep Level for the 
discovery of fresh Veins. J. Gidling &c., are rising into the upper Sills to try the Vein. 
Miles Walton &c., are cutting across to a fresh String. 
Mannergill is much the same as last report. J. Walton &c., are driving a Level out of which 
the Vein is occasionally tried. J. Watson &c., are driving the new Level at Flakebrigg. The 
mines in general are poor a few Workings excepted. I have let everything as low as I 
possibly could & upon the whole they will make considerable profit. 
I have received the Courts of the 10th Inst. and thank them for their kindness in inquiring 
after my health. I was to go to Derwent, Stanhope, Middleton and Teesdale as usual and I 
find I am getting better every day. On the 29th of this month I intend to set out for South 
Wales and on Saturday August 2 I hope to be upon the mineral ground, but cannot yet say 
where my headquarters will be. If the Court have any more instructions to give me, I shall 
either get their letter before I leave home, or at Penrith on my road to Wales. 
The Court requested me to enquire when Mr Skottowe was last at Blanchland, that was in 
August 1802. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 25 October 1806 

Hon! Masters, 

Having examined the Company’s mines under my care, on the 1“, 2"¢, and 3" past I let the 
sundry Bargains, of which is annexed a list. 

Many parts of the mines are poor and but for the lead bearing a high price they could not 
be wrought, yet at the same time several of the other parts are doing well. I have let every 
Bargain as low as the nature and circumstances there would admit and hope upon the whole 
they will be successful. 

Rampgill, Scaleburnmoss and Scaleburn mines are all raising Ore advantageously, at 
Rampgill Thomas Humble &c., are driving in the Vein in the Great Limestone which is 
hard and poor but we expect shortly to meet with better success. G Robinson &c., are 
driving one of the Horse Levels. G Dixon &c., another and T Nattrass &c., a third one, 
which are all necessary to promote the general success of the mine. 

At Scaleburnmoss J Robson &c., are sinking a Sump in the Great Limestone to form a 
communication with the Vein and produce fresh air. Thomas Cain &c., are driving the 
Horse Level upon the Great Limestone and Luke Hall &c., are driving under the Great 
Limestone at Scaleburnmoss as a general drain to the mine. 

Hudgill mine is still under trial but at an easy expense and raise part Ore in the meantime. 
R Bainbridge &c., are driving in the Vein and as we look for a string intersecting the same, 
it will in all probability make an alteration for the better, if not it will be discontinued. 

At Broomsberry T Walton &c., are driving a Horse Level for the Upper strata, which will 
be probably 18 months in finishing but after that will raise Ore which will more than refund 
the expense. 

Middlecleugh mine continues poor and I have reduced the number of hands on Dead work. 
Ridley Robson &c., are sinking a Sump and will shortly raise Ore. R Briggs &c., are driving 
one of the Horse Levels, which moves slowly being prodigious hard. Jos Dickinson &c., 
are driving a Level upon the Little Limestone and will shortly try the Vein. R Elliott &c., 
are sinking a Sump to accommodate the Vein with fresh air and prove the same in the Little 
Limestone. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are vastly poor at the former T Armstrong &c., are sinking 
in the Vein to furnish the mine with air, they will soon finish and raise Ore. J Dickinson 
&c., are driving the Horse Level in the latter. 

Smallcleugh mine is doing better than for some time past and especially in the Flatts which 
are raising very good Ore. William Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. William 
Cousin &c., are cutting across to the Vein. William Wharton &c., are driving the Level 
from the bottom of the engine, which is the common drain for the water. Matthew Robson 
&c., are driving a Level upon the Great Limestone, from which the Vein will be 
occasionally tried. 

Garrigill mines are much the same as last report. Jas Dickinson &c., at Browngill Sun 
Vein are sinking a Sump and will shortly try the Vein. J Dickinson &c., are sinking a Sump 
(see last report). Jos Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level at Tynebottom and Paul 
Readshaw &c., are sinking a Sump to provide fresh air and to try the Vein for air. 
Boltslaw Mine is very poor and raises little Ore, and I am persuaded it will shortly become 
necessary to make arrangements to leave Derwent altogether as there are no encouraging 
prospects in that Country. 


Stanhope Mine raises more Ore than it did last year, & I hope it will do better in future. J. 
Vickers &c., are driving a Level to the Flatts in the Great Limestone (the Vein being subject 
to break into Flatts) where we expect to meet with Ore. J. Bainbridge &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 
Middlehope Mine continues to raise Ore pretty well, & will probably work to advantage 
for years to come. Chas. Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level. Jos. Dalkin &c., are 
driving a Level under the Limestone which will drain the Vein of water & prove beneficial 
in other respects. 
Lodgesyke (Teesdale, at length appears hopeful) We drove a Level up to the Vein in the 
side of a high Mountain, sunk a Shaft upon the same for fresh air & for a more effectual 
trial of the Vein, we hit upon the right spot & have met with a strong body of fine Ore, of 
which we have already raised 150 Bings, & I hope will do well. J. Binks &c., are driving 
the new Level. Jos. Richardson &c., are beginning a fresh Level 20 fathoms deeper in the 
Mountain to communicate with the other Level & to open the Vein more effectually. Two 
Bargains are Working @25/pBing 
Wiregill is become poorer. The alone Sill or part of the Strata in which the Ore was found 
is almost excavated of course the mine in that part which was successful is reduced to 
Pickings. But we trust Lodgesyke will prove a support when the other declines. 
J. Nixon &c., are driving the Deep Level. G. Allison &c., are driving the deep Horse Level 
begun last year for the purpose of cutting several Veins in fresh ground & which will cut 
one during the present quarter. 
Manorgill is poor, but raises Ore so as to prevent loss. J. Bainbridge &c., are cutting across 
to the Vein & will shortly raise some Ore. 
Flakebrig new Level is going on by J. Watson &c., in the Liberty or Lease lately obtained 
of Wm. Hutchinson Esq. 
I have received the Courts 16th and observe the contents. I have not as yet received any 
notice from Mr Hall respecting the Derwent concerns. I wrote the Bishop of St David’s 
agreeable to the Courts directions respecting my various objections to his mineral ground 
and named one half of the expense of the Vein, but have not heard anything from him. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 24 January 1807 

Hon! Masters, 

Having made general survey of the Mines under my direction, I let on the 5" & 6" inst. The 
sundry Bargains, of which a list is annexed. 

From the general poverty of the mines and the reduction of prices throughout the whole 
concern the Bargains have been more difficult to let than I ever before experienced however 
after all the Court may still conclude the Bargains are let high, but it is not in my power to 
let lower. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines in different parts do pretty well and upon the whole 
will work for advantage. In Rampgill G Robinson &c., are driving a Horse Level. John 
Eddy &c., are driving across to a string about 8 fathoms distant from the Vein and when 
cut will I believe raise Ore. Joseph Elliot &c., are driving a Level under the Great 
Limestone as a general drain to the Vein and prepares the Limestone for raising Ore. 

In Scaleburnmoss Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level Westward parallel with 
the North Vein recently discovered. Thomas Hewitson &c., driving the Horse Level 


eastward for opening and preparing the Vein for raising Ore. Thomas Cain &c., sinking 
into the Vein and will soon raise Ore. 

Middlecleugh mine is extremely poor and at present will scarcely raise Ore to preserve 
herself from loss, yet it is probable will shortly do better. Matthew Cousin &c., are opening 
out some old works and will soon work by the Bing. Rd. Briggs &c., are driving one of the 
Horse Levels, which is prodigious hard, but must go on as an accommodation to every part 
of the mine. Jos Dickinson &c., are sinking a Sump in the Great Limestone to furnish the 
mine with fresh air and raise Ore in the Vein. R Elliott &c., are cutting across to a fresh 
Vein and will try the same by sinking a Sump into the bearing strata. Matthew Robson &c., 
are driving the Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh mine improves, employs more hands and will work to advantage William 
Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. William Cousin &c., are sinking a Sump to 
try the Vein in the Limestone and William Wharton &c., are driving the Deep Level which 
conveys all the water of the mine to the engine and which is a general drain. 

Garrigill mines are vastly poor. At Browngill Sun Vein James Dickinson &c., are cutting 
across to the Vein and will shortly sink into the same and raise Ore. Jonathan Spark &c., 
are driving in the Vein with an expectation of meeting with better success. John Archer 
&c., are rising into the Limestone to try a part of the Vein likely to raise Ore. 

At Browngill G Dodd &c., are driving a Level under the Great Limestone and will prove 
the Vein on the Deep Strata or Four Fathom Limestone. Robert Dickinson &c., are sinking 
a Sump into the Deep Level to try the Vein in the Great Limestone, the strata is very hard 
and the trial slow and expensive, but we entertain a sanguine hope of meeting with a good 
deal of Ore when the job is completed, the Limestone being altogether unexplored in that 
part of the Vein. 

At Tynebottom (which is very poor) Paul Readshaw &c., are driving a cross to a fresh 
Vein and will soon try the same and Anthony Brown &c., are driving the Horse Level to 
prepare the Vein for fresh tryals. 

Broomsberry mine is poor but raises a little Ore. T Walton &c., are driving a Level in the 
Upper strata which has a long way to go, but will go very fast and when up at the intended 
object will raise Ore to refund the expense. 

Wiregill is comparatively poor to what she once was, & the reason assigned in my last 
report stand good, the mine is still Working to advantage. Jno. Nixon &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. G. Allison &c., have not yet cut the Vein referred to in my last report but are 
near it. Lodgesyke offers to do well. The two Bargains raise ore at 25/- per Bing. Hry. 
Robson &c., Jos. Richardson &c., are both driving Levels in the side of a steep Mountain 
the one 20 fathoms above the other, for the express purpose of relieving the Vein of water, 
preparing the same for the raising of Ore & bringing it & the rubbish out at an easy expense. 
John Bainbridge &c., are driving the Horse Level at Manorgill & Jno. Watson &c., that at 
Flakebrig, recently Leased of Wm. Hutchinson Esq. 

There is no material alteration with Middlehope Mine since my last report. 

Chas. Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level, Geo. Temperly &c., an upper Level, & 
Rd. Elliot &c., a deep Level under the Great Limestone to drain the Vein. These three 
Levels are all absolutely necessary for the accommodation & carrying on the said Mine. 
John Kidd &c., are driving the Horse Level at Ireshopeburn, where Ore will be raised to 
advantage. 


Stanhope Mine raises more Ore than usual which will help to defray the expense of the 
deep Level. Jno. Bainbridge &c., are driving the Level which is very hard & makes but 
slow progress. 
J. Vickers &c., are driving the upper Level in the Limestone where we now raise Ore. 
Boltshaw is still very poor. Jos. Vipond &c., are driving the Level. 
Mr Hall and I have had an interview and have fixed upon the 3rd March for settling the 
dispute in Derwent. 
The arbitration Bonds will have to be signed in London by the Gov. and Co and Mr 
Skottowe’s party, but Mr Bainbridge or myself will write the Court in time on the subject, 
as at present we are not altogether agreed respecting arbitrators and umpire. We expect the 
arbitrators will be Mr John Dickinson Moor Master for this Manor, for the Gov. and Co 
and Tommy Hopper for Skottowe. Mr Hall offered four gentlemen to me, any one of which 
I might name for Mr Skottowe’s arbitrator, and having fixed upon Messrs Dickinson and 
Hopper Mr Hall seems rather like to deviate, however I hope I shall be able to confine him 
to his own proposals. 
In my letter to the Court of the 10th December I mentioned the alteration I intended to make 
in the price of the Bargains at Xmas, and wished to have my intention sanctioned by the 
Court, but having received no answer, I let everything as low as I could under the present 
circumstances and the situation of the mines. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 18 April 1807 

Hon! Masters, 

Having examined the Company’s Mines under my care, I let on the 25", 26", & 27" last 
the sundry Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

I have made with the utmost difficulty a reduction in the prices and hope the Court will be 
satisfied there in, with it has brought on a universal grumbling through the whole ranks and 
if times should turn out so unfavourable as to require a further reduction, many of the places 
in different parts of the works may stand unwrought. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are both doing well and probably will do so for a 
number of years which may be attributed solely to the Deep Horse Level being carried up 
to those Veins on a beneficial plan without which those mines soon have been finished. 
Thomas Humble &c., agreeable to the list are driving one of the Horse Levels. Josh Dryden 
&c., are driving another Horse Level. John. Eddy &c., are cutting a cross to a fresh string 
and will shortly raise Ore by the Bing. Jonathan Shield &c., repairing an old Level. Joseph 
Henderson &c., are driving a Level to relieve part of the Vein of water, will finish this 
quarter, & then raise Ore. 

At Scaleburnmoss Mark Hall &c., are sinking a Sump in the Great Limestone and in the 
course of 6 weeks will raise Ore. Thomas Hewitson &c., are sinking into the Vein at a 
different part of the mine. J Liverick &c., are driving a Level under the Great Limestone 
to drain the Vein. 

Middlecleugh continues poor, but will probably raise Ore in such a way as to prevent loss. 
Ridley Robson &c., are driving a Level to drain the Vein of water in the Great Limestone. 
J Hutchinson &c., are driving the Horse Level, R Elliott &c., are sinking a Sump to try the 
Vein in the Great Limestone and in the Upper sills also. Jos. Dickinson &c., are sinking in 


a different part of the mine both for producing fresh air and proving the Vein in the Great 
Limestone. 
Smallcleugh mine doing better than it has done for some years past and is working to 
advantage. William Cousin &c., are sinking a Sump to the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
William Wharton &c., are driving the Level, which proves a general drain to the mine, and 
bring the water to the engine. William Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level and G 
Waugh &c., another one in a different part of the mine. 
Garrigill Browngill Sun Vein is beginning to reverse. The difficult Sump expressed in my 
last report sinking by R Dickinson &c., is now got down to the Ore, which is very 
promising. 
Joseph Lancaster &c., are sinking a Sump into the Vein and will shortly raise Ore. T Bell 
&c., are driving a Level under the Great Limestone to drain the Vein. 
Tynebottom is poor Anthony Brown &c., are driving the Horse Level and William 
Thomason &c., are driving a Deep Horse Level as a common drain to the mine and to try 
the Vein in the Four Fathom Limestone. 
Broomsberry and Caplecleugh are both under trial but raise small parcels of Ore. 
Middlehope Mine is still doing well. Chas. Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level & 
R. Elliott &c., are driving a deep Level under the Great Limestone as a drain. 
Ireshopeburn is raising ore to some advantage tho’ upon the whole poor. J. Kidd &c., are 
driving the deep Level to relieve the Vein of water. We are doing everything in our power 
to make a regular retreat from Derwent, but Mr Hall seems so fond of the Law that I am 
afraid we shall not be able to please him. 
Stanhope Mine raises some small parcels of Ore but is very poor, the Level is going on by 
John Bainbridge &c. 
Teesdale Mines. Wiregill is much reduced employs few hands, & the Water being in the 
Soles or bottom from the declivity of the Strata to the Eastward obliges us to continue the 
deep Level by J. Nixon &c., as per list in order to pick up the remaining fragments of Ore 
& pursue the Vein Eastward where it is unexplored. G. Allison &c., in the new Level have 
cut a strong Vein but without Ore & as the Lease binds us to continue this Level, we shall 
be obliged to go on to cut more. 
At Mannergill Jno. Bainbridge &c., are driving the Horse Level. Jno. Ainsly &c., open an 
old Level in the Vein where Ore will be got by the way which will defray expense. 
Lodgesyke is doing pretty well & raises the principal part of the Ore @25/ & 37/ per Bing, 
yet this Vein is like the greatest part of the Veins in Teesdale, uncertain in its continuance 
of success. T. Robson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
At Flakebrig J Watson &c., are driving the new Level on Mr Hutchinson’s Manor. 
The Ore purchasers seem remarkably shy this year, there have been no sales as yet in this 
country. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 29 July 1807 

Hon! Masters, 

After taking a General Survey as usual of the Company’s Mines under my care I let on 25", 
26", & 27" inst. the Bargains of which a list is annexed. 


Agreeable to the Courts orders I have reduced the prices of all Bargains and of course the 
number of hands is much reduced as many of the poor pickings cannot be wrought at the 
prices now given and upon the whole business has been difficult. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are both doing well. 

At Rampgill Joseph Dryden &c., are driving the Horse Level. Joseph Blaylock &c., are 
driving a Level upon the Great Limestone and will soon sink into the Vein. William 
Wharton &c., are repairing a Level as a necessary convenience to the mine. 

At Scaleburnmoss Jos Hall &c., are driving the Deep Level, which is the general drain to 
the mine. Thomas Hewitson &c., are cutting across the Vein in the Great Limestone. J 
Hunter &c., are sinking a shaft upon the Vein and successful. 

Smallcleugh mine is working to advantage William Richardson &c., are driving the Horse 
Level to prepare the Vein and Flatts for raising Ore. Jacob Stobbart &c., are driving the 
Engine Foot Level which drains the whole mine. William Cousin &c., are sinking a Sump 
in the Great Limestone to cause a circulation of fresh air through' the mine. 

Middlecleugh is poor and the number of men reduced Rd Briggs &c., are driving one of 
the Horse Levels which opens a communication with the Veins. John Patrick &c., are 
sinking a Sump and will soon try the Vein. Matthew Cousin &c., are cutting a cross to 
prove the Vein in the Little Limestone. 

Hangingshaw Cross Vein is poor but will raise Ore so as to be kept from loss. R Readshaw 
&c., are driving a Level to drain the Vein of water. 

T Walton &c., are driving an Upper Level at Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss, which 
will open the Vein afresh in the Lower strata where we shall meet with Ore and put that 
part of the mine in a working state which has long laid dormant. 

Garrigill mines are still in a poor state and the number of men much reduced. 

I have put these mines as well as all others of the company’s works under the most frugal 
arrangements in my power, being fully persuaded that the appearance of the present time 
require the utmost caution and circumspection in mining concerns. 

Jos Lancaster &c., are sinking a Sump which when finished will gradually relieve 
Browngill Sun Vein. 

At Tynebottom T Bell &c., are sinking a Sump and will soon finish. William Thomason 
&c., are driving the Horse Level and Isaac Teasdale are sinking a Sump into the Great 
Limestone. 

Lodgesyke (Teesdale) This Mine is hopeful & raises Ore to advantage. T Robson &c., are 
driving the horse Level & Jno Gelding &c., are sinking a Shaft to prove the Vein on 
unexplored ground. 

Wiregill is become very poor & employs few ands. J Nixon &c., are driving the Horse 
Level, which will drain the Vein Eastward where it is unwrought & I hope in future will 
raise a good deal of Ore. G Allison &c., are driving the deep Horse Level. 

Mannergill is poor & will scarcely be saved from loss, but the necessary trials shall be 
carefully conducted. Jas. Ainsley &c., are driving the Horse Level & Jno Bainbridge are 
driving an upper Level for the relief of & proving this Vein in the upper Strata. J Watson 
&c., are driving the Level at Flakebrigg. 

Middlehope Mine still does well, but employs fewer hands on account of the reduction of 
prices. R Elliott &c., are driving the deep Level; as a general drain to the mine. Chas 
Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level & Thos. Gleason &c., are driving an upper level 
& shall shortly sink a Sump to try the Vein. J Kidd &c., are driving the Level at 
Ireshopeburn & John Johnson &c., the Horse Level at Coldberry. 
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I am sorry to say that the lead and Ore markets look worse and worse; there has not been a 
pound of Ore sold in the Moor and the little petty companies are all nearly at a stand not 
being able to sell their Ore, nor have they either money on credit of course this country will 
shortly be in a poor situation. Mr Tilson will give the Court the contents of the trial with 
Easterby Hall and Co. This business has prevented me from sending this account sooner. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 
Nenthead 27 October 1807 
Hon! Masters, 
After Examining the sundry Lead Mines under my care, I let on 29", 9& 30" past. the 
Bargains of which a list is annexed, & I hope the Court will be satisfied that I have used all 
possible care & frugality respecting the prices. 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are both raising Ore to advantage. At Rampgill Jos 
Dryden &c., are driving the Horse Level which prepares the Vein for raising Ore, Hugh 
Pattinson &c., are driving an upper Level from whence Sumps are frequently sunk into the 
Horse Level as a necessary communication for airing and proving the Vein. William 
Wharton &c., are repairing an old Level, which is the general drain to the upper workings 
in the Vein and proves the means of raising Ore from the old pickings. Jonathan Shield 
&c., are driving across to a fresh string and will shortly raise Ore in it. 
Wm. Wharton &c., are repairing an old Level which is the general drain to the upper 
Workings in the Vein, & proves the means of raising Ore from the old Pickings. 
At Scaleburnmoss Thomas Humble &c., are driving a Horse Level in the Vein recently 
discovered in the Lease called Scaleburn, which raises Ore very well. Thomas Hewitson 
&c., are cutting across the abovementioned Vein in the Great Limestone. John Hunter &c., 
are sinking a shaft from the surface to furnish the mine with air. 
Middlecleugh mine is poor, but the dead work is much reduced. John Sanderson &c., are 
opening an old Level driven in one of the Veins 40 years ago, but will for a small expense 
be put into repair and enable us to raise a good deal of Ore. William Foster &c., are driving 
one of the Horse Levels and T Armstrong &c., another, both of which prepares the Vein 
for trial. 
Smallicleugh is doing well Jacob Stobbart &c., are driving the Deep Level which drains all 
the water off the Vein and brings it to the engine. William Richardson &c., are cutting a 
cross to the Flatts, which are successful. William Cousin &c., are sinking a Sump into the 
Deep Level to produce fresh air. 
Hangingshaw Cross Vein and Caplecleugh are extremely poor, but after the 
accomplishments of certain trials, will I trust be more successful and therefore we look 
forward to better days. William Walton &c., at the former place are rising out of a Deep 
Level into the Old Soles or bottoms to drain the Vein and raise Ore. 
At Caplecleugh R Dickinson are driving a Level to drain and air the Vein in the Great 
Limestone, which will be a good while in finishing, but is sure to answer our expectations 
in the end. 
Garrigill mines and Tynebottom are still poor. At Browngill Sun Vein Jos Lancaster &c., 
are sinking a Sump into the Deep Horse Level and when finished will be a great advantage, 
by way of draining the mine and promoting fresh air and raising Ore in the Great Limestone. 
William Tomlinson &c., are driving an Upper Level and will soon sink into the Vein and 
raise Ore. 
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At Browngill Jas Bell &c., are driving in the Vein under the Four Fathom Limestone in 
expectation of meeting with Ore. 
Tynebottom Israel Nall &c., are sinking a shaft and when at a proper depth, will try the 
Vein for Ore. Jos Teasdale &c., are rising to try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Gudhameill and Broomsberry, T Walton &c., are opening an Old Level to the Vein and 
when finished will be able to raise Ore to advantage. 
There is little alteration with Stanhope Mine since last report. J Bainbridge &c., are driving 
the deep Level which is very hard & moves slowly. Jos Vipond &c., are making various 
repairs in the old Works which will raise Ore. Boltshaw Mine in Derwent is poorer every 
day, but I have reduced the hands to 8 men. I have already given the Court my opinion 
respecting this place & hope they will soon come to a determination upon the subject. It 
goes very ill down with me to throw money away where there is no prospect, besides Halls 
recent behaviour has been very unaccountable, an account of which will be laid before the 
Court by Mr Tilson, Mr Bainbridge having wrote him on the subject. T Bell &c., are driving 
the Vein, which is poor & cannot be wrought but to manifest disadvantage, & there is no 
peace to be looked for with the modern Buonaparte (Hall) but the usurper is not expected 
to Reign long. 
Middlehope Mine continues to do well. Chas Maddison &c., are driving the main Horse 
Level, which accommodates the Mine with Water to Wash the Ore at the Level mouth, is a 
waygate for all the Ore & rubbish & enables us to work the whole Mine in the best & easiest 
principles. Thos. Gleason &c., are driving an upper Level as a means of working the upper 
parts of the Vein. Rd Elliott &c., are driving a Level under the Horse Level, in order to try 
the Vein under the Great Limestone in the Quarry Hazel. The Teesdale Mines are poorer 
than for some time, but with proper care in the management they will raise Ore as to 
preserve them from loss. 
At Lodgesyke (now the best of them) T Robson &c., are driving the Horse Level. At 
Mannergill Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving a Level from the side of the Mountain to Cut too 
the Vein in a fresh part & will no doubt raise Ore. Jas. Ainsly &c., are opening an old Level 
by which the old pickings will raise Ore to advantage. 
Wiregill Mine is poor but will revive again when the Level driving by Jno Nixon &c., 
arrives at a certain point. Geo. Allison &c., are driving the deep Horse Level. 
Coldberry & Ireshopeburn Mines are still under trial. I have not yet heard from Sir Thos. 
White’s people. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 23 January 1808 

Hon! Masters, 

Having Examined the Company’s Mines under my direction I let on 4, 5" & 6" inst. the 
Bargains of which a list is herewith sent. 

I have brought the highest price per Bing to 44/ and per Ton to £12 except a few poor 
pickings at Stanhope and one at Boltshaw. The poverty of the former is such that they 
cannot be wrought lower, nor can the men make wages at the prices given, but the Ore will 
save the Company from loss. The latter can do nothing but harm. 

I have reduced the hands on the Dead work list from 162 on the Michaelmas Bargains to 
104 which makes a difference of 58 and have kept sight the preservation of the Leases. 
Under these circumstances I Flatter myself the business at large will do well, although 
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poverty begins to stare this country very much in the face and the general murmur of the 
labouring class render the lives of public men troublesome. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are both doing well but especially Scaleburn New Vein. 
William Wharton &c., are repairing a Level to bring the water from the uppermost part of 
the Rampgill mine. Richard Pears &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level 

At Scaleburnmoss new Vein Thomas Humble &c., are sinking a Sump which will shortly 
be finished when they will raise Ore. John Hunter &c., are sinking a shaft from the surface 
to promote general circulation of air and also for trying the Vein in the Little Limestone 
Coal sills. 

Middlecleugh is poor but the Dead work being much reduced, the mine of course will be 
kept from loss. Jno Eddy and Thomas Armstrong &c., are each driving a Horse Level in 
different Veins. 

Smallcleugh mine (especially the Flatts) is doing vastly well. William Richardson &c., are 
making a fresh cut from the Vein to the Flatts where we expect a considerable body of Ore 
and that of the best quality. Jacob Stobbart &c., are driving the Engine Level which is the 
general drain for both Smallcleugh and Middlecleugh Veins. 

Garrigill and Tynebottom mines are still poor but we Flatter ourselves that some parts under 
trial will shortly prove successful. We have put these places under the most frugal 
arrangements. 

At Browngill Sun Vein Jos Lancaster &c., are sinking a Sump in a fresh part of the mine, 
which will soon be finished, and we will then hope to raise a good quantity of Ore. Is. 
Teasdale &c., at Tynebottom are driving the Horse Level to prepare the Vein for trial. 

At Browngill Thomas Walton &c., are driving a Horse Level, which goes at an easy 
expense and is expected to prove beneficial when the Vein is cut in the Upper stratum, and 
it is probably before the expiration of the present year that some Ore will be raised here. 
Robert Dickinson &c., at Caplecleugh are driving the Horse Level. This mine is poor but 
holds out a better prospect when the Level arrives at a certain point of the mine. 

At Ireshopeburn Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the deep Level which prepares the vein for Trial 
& tho’ the Vein is poor will be attended with no loss. 

At Stanhopeburn Thos. Wilkins &c., are driving the Horse Level which will shortly cut a 
fresh Vein. Lodgesyke is raising Ore to advantage but the other Mines in Teesdale are 
poor. Thos. Robson &c., are driving the Horse Level which drains the Mine, is the common 
passage for the Ore & rubbish & prepares the Vein for raising Ore. 

At Mannergill Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving an upper Horse Level, which will enable us 
to raise Ore in the Vein near the surface. Jno. Nixon &c., are driving the Horse Level in 
the Vein which drains the Mine & is in different senses beneficial to the working of the 
same. Geo. Allison &c., are driving the deep Level for Discoveries. 

Age creeps upon me and I feel visiting the Teesdale mines in the winter season oppressive 
and if the Court would relieve me I would thank them, but should this not meet their 
approbation, I will endeavour to struggle on a little longer. 


Nenthead 16 April 1808 


Hon! Masters, 
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After a General view of the Mines under my care I let on 30" & 31 past. the Bargains of 
which a list is annexed. 

I have as proposed reduced the prices with difficulty to 42/ per Bing and £11 5s per Ton 
the highest. The number of hands are little increased but those on Dead Bargains are nearly 
the same as last quarter and tho’ many mines are not rich there are a number of favourable 
prices among the whole so that on the aggregate they will do well except the lead markets 
get still lower; however, I have done everything in my power to prepare you to meet those 
uncertain events. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are raising Ore to advantage and being well 
accommodated with suitable Levels and other requisite conveniences will do good for a 
long time tho’ they were in a ruined state when I began with them and have been redeemed 
by great exertion. R Pears &c., as per list are driving the Horse Level at Rampgill. William 
Wharton &c., are opening and repairing an upper Level and will soon finish. William Hall 
&c., are driving the principle Deep Level. 

At Scaleburnmoss Thomas Havelock &c., are cutting across in a fresh place to the Vein 
recently discovered. J. Hunter &c., are driving the Horse Level in preparation for raising 
Ore. 

Smallcleugh mine is doing vastly well in raising a considerable amount of the best Ore I 
ever saw and the bulk of it at favourable prices. W Richardson &c., are driving a cross to 
the Flatts, which are very hopeful. T Armstrong &c., are driving the Horse Level and Jacob 
Stobbart &c., are driving the Deep Level which gradually brings the water off the Vein to 
the Engine and prepares the Soles and Bottoms for raising Ore. 

Middlecleugh mine is much the same as last quarter William Bright &c., are driving one 
of the Horse Levels. J Thompson &c., are driving a Horse Level in another of the Veins, 
Christopher Elliot &c., in a third one, all of which are necessary for the effectual working 
of the mine. Emmerson Cain &c., are rising into the Vein in the Great Limestone, but will 
soon finish and raise Ore. 

R Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level at Caplecleugh. 

Garrigill mines and Tynebottom are still poor, but are under the most frugal management. 
Jos Lancaster &c., at Browngill Sun Vein are cutting a cross to the Vein in the Great 
Limestone which I trust will prove successful. J Smith &c., are driving the Horse Level. J 
Teasdale &c., are driving a Horse Level at Tynebottom. 

T Walton are driving a Horse Level at Broomsberry (see last report). 

Teesdale Mines are poor in some parts, but Lodgesyke is considerably improved. 

I have been particularly positive in my last Visit respecting the general expense in that 
Country & expect my orders will be attended to. G. Allison, & J. Nixon &c., are each 
driving a Horse Level at Wiregill, one for discovery & the other to drain the Vein. J. Watson 
&c., are driving the new Level at Flakebrig. T. Robson &c., are driving the Horse Level 
at Lodgesyke which Mine is doing well. C. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level at 
Mannergill. Middlehope Mine is still doing vastly well which to me is a source of 
satisfaction. C. Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level. J. Kidd &c., are driving the 
Horse Level at Ireshopeburn. 

Stanhope Mine being so very poor, I was obliged to continue the prices the same as last 
quarter but hope in the course of another year that Mine will be kept from loss. 

T. Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep Level. 

I am anxious to have fresh orders and information respecting the disagreeable business in 
Derwent. Hall has been for some time past in London, probably endeavouring to make his 
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way to his friend the Lord Chancellor. I think I informed the Court that his Lordship 
married Hall’s cousin, a sister to the Surtees of Newcastle. 
The washing is now begun in the Moor and I requested in my letter of the 26th past to have 
a person appointed in Hayton's place and beg the Court will give me immediate orders on 
that point. I never had so much trouble and vexation with any man on earth as Hayton, but 
am resolved never to have more from that quarter. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 
Nenthead 23 July 1808 
Hon! Masters, 
Herewith you will receive a list of the Bargains which were let on the 23, 24, & 25" of 
June, after having viewed the respective places & which I trust will prove successful. 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are both raising Ore to considerable advantage and 
are hopeful for years to come. Wm. Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level in Rampgill Old 
Vein and Nm. Troiether &c., are driving a Level upon the Great Limestone in what is called 
the Sun Vein cut by means of the Deep Horse Level and which Vein is promising. 
William Teasdale &c., driving the Horse Level in the Vein recently discovered in 
Scaleburn, which continues to do well. Thomas Havelock &c., are cutting across to the 
North for the discovery of strings and Flatts in the Great Limestone. William Patrick &c., 
are driving a Horse Level in a different part of the mine as an accommodation for getting 
the Ore and rubbish and for the more effective working of the mine. 
Smallcleugh mine is doing great things especially the leading Bargains in the list, which 
raise a good deal of very fine Ore. William Richardson &c., are cutting a cross to the Flatts 
in a fresh part where we expect to meet with a large body of Ore. Jacob Stobbart &c., are 
driving the Deep Level which is the ground drain and which takes the water to the engine. 
Joseph Henderson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlecleugh mine is still poor in comparison of some others, but will raise Ore that will 
more than pay the expense. John Thompson &c., are sinking a Sump in the Great 
Limestone for a supply of fresh air and also for raising Ore in the Vein. Chris Elliott &c., 
are driving the Horse Level in the Vein. Joseph Low &c., are driving a Level as a drain to 
a part of the mine, which is under water. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss are under trial. Thomas Walton &c., are driving the 
Horse Level, and Hugh Spotswood &c., are repairing a Level and a shaft, and will when 
finished drive a Level out of Broomsberry to communicate with Scaleburn New Vein and 
Rampgill, and as Broomsberry Level is 18 fathoms deeper than Rampgill it will become a 
general drain to Rampgill, Scaleburnmoss and Smallcleugh and it will put an end to all the 
tedious and expensive engines, and it will in the end prove a source of gain. 
Caplecleugh mine is poor and under trial but will revive. Robert Dickinson &c., are driving 
the Horse Level. 
Browngill Sun Vein is raising more Ore than for some time past Jacob Grey &c., are 
driving a part of the Vein which will probably, in a short time prove more successful. Jos 
Lancaster &c., are driving a Level in the Great Limestone, which prepares the Vein for 
occasional trials as they proceed. Jno. Smith &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level. 
Wiregill Mine is extremely poor, the parts above water being exhausted, yet in all 
probability will raise a good deal of more when the deep Level arrives at a certain point. 
Josh. Schollick &c., are driving said level. Geo. Allison &c., are driving an upper level and 
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will sink a Sump into the deep one to obtain a circulation of fresh air. Jno. Nixon &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. 

Mannergill Mine is very poor and indeed many parts of the poorest mines cannot be 
wrought since the prices were reduced. Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level. The 
Level at East Flakebrigg is going on by Jno. Watson &c. 

Lodgesyke Mine is going on prosperously. The Mine is soft, and the part of the Vein 
which produces the Ore, is not more than 7 or 8 fathoms of the surface. I have let the 
Bargains at favourable prices, of course they will make considerable profit. Jno. Pinkney 
&c., and Thos. Robson &c., are each driving a Horse Level on the side of a high Mountain 
the one 20 fathoms above the other, between which Sumps will be sunk both for the 
accommodation of fresh air and for trying the lower stratums for Ore. 

Middlehope Mine is still successful & raises the Ore to advantage 

I have removed a small crushing machine from Garrigill to Middlehope mine, mentioned 
in my letter to the Court of 7th January last as being intended for Rampgill Level mouth, 
however I have concluded the machine was better adapted for Middlehope. Experience has 
proven that nothing is so beneficial to lead mines as crushing machines. 

Charles Maddison &c., are driving the Horse Level, Ra. Elliott &c., are driving a Level in 
the upper Stratum and will try the Vein for re, Henry Coulthard &c., are driving a Level to 
drain the water from the upper part of the Vein. Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the Level at 
Ireshopeburn. This Mine will raise Ore so as to prevent loss. Stanhope Mine is poor, but 
raises small parcels of Ore from the Old Pickings. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the 
deep Level. Jacob Vickers &c., are opening and repairing an old Level which will enable 
us shortly to raise Ore from that part of the Vein. 


Nenthead 31 October 1808 

Hon! Masters, 

After a general survey of the Co.’s mines under my management, I let on the 10, 11, &12" 
last, the sundry Bargains of which a list is annexed. 

The highest price for the Old pickings stand the same as last quarter, but the best and most 
prosperous parts of the mines are let at low prices and will assuredly work to great 
advantage. Since the advance in the lead markets many of the mining companies in this 
country have advanced the prices for raising Ore in their old works to 70/ and some to 80/ 
per Bing which makes our way with the workforce very difficult. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are both doing well. The Deep Level by way of 
which the Ore and rubbish is brought out is of such utility that it will prove the grand mean 
of these mines working successfully for a great number of years. 

At Rampgill William Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level which is the Level above 
referred to. John Richardson &c., are driving another Horse Level in a different part of the 
mine, where Ore will be raised in the Vein in the Great Limestone. John Patrick &c., are 
driving a cross to the South of the Great Vein for the discovery of fresh strings. 

At Scaleburnmoss William Patrick &c., repairing one of the branches of the Horse Level. 
John Eels are driving the Horse Level, which prepares the Vein for raising Ore. 

These two mines having little Dead work upon them at present, will make a very 
considerable gain, being upon a very advantageous plan for working and the mouth of the 
Level commodiously situated for washing the Ore. 
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Smallcleugh Flatts are doing great things, by raising a great deal of Ore, by the Bargains, 
which stand in the front of the list under the term Smallcleugh. 

The Court will understand that when I say Flatt or Flatts, I mean that the Ore is met with in 
the Great Limestone (and never in any other stratum) in a horizontal position, similar to a 
seam of coal. They are sometimes found 50 Fathoms from a Vein, which is the case at 
Smallcleugh, but are always attended with small strings in Veins in miniature. The Flatts 
are prodigiously hard and are worked entirely by blasting with gunpowder but we think the 
hardness a good property for when they are soft, and in broken fragments, they are soon 
exhausted. Messrs Pearson and Masterman were in this mine and can give the Court an 
account 

The Great Limestone contains three different Flatts which will be pointed out in a section 
of the stratum in this country, which my young man is preparing for the Court and which if 
framed might be hung up in the Court room in order that the Gentlemen might have recourse 
to it when necessary. John Thompson &c., are driving a Sump into the Level, which carries 
the water to the Engine both to drain the Limestone Soles or Bottoms and to cause a fresh 
circulation of air. Jacob Stobbart &c., are driving the Engine Level. Matthew Cousin &c., 
are driving the Horse Level. 

Middlecleugh being less encumbered with Dead work, than formerly will raise Ore to 
advantage, tho’ more exhausted, and less productive than any of the abovementioned mines. 
Joseph Henderson &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels in the Great Limestone, which 
opens the way to the Ore. Thomas Lee &c., are driving a Level under the Limestone as a 
drain to the mine. Chris Elliott are driving another of the Horse Levels. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are poor but raise Ore which will keep them from loss and 
the Ore is of as good a quality as Smallcleugh Flatts are, which is excellent and excellently 
washed. Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level in Hangingshaw Cross Vein 
and Jos Thompson &c., and Thomas Percival &c., are driving a Level at Caplecleugh, to 
keep the mine in repair, and to raise small parcels of Ore. 

Garrigill mines and Tynebottom are still poor, but contain objects that would make it 
imprudent to relinquish any of the Leases. These mines are conducted with all the frugality 
I am capable of. 

At Browngill Sun Vein Jos Lancaster &c., are driving a Level in the Vein in the Great 
Limestone, a large extent of which is whole and unexplored and as I expect the intersection 
of strings shortly, I hope when it takes place we will have a better body of Ore. John Smith 
&c., are driving the Deep Horse Level and William Tomlinson &c., are repairing an old 
one. 

At Tynebottom Ra Hall &c., are driving in the Vein in search of more Ore. Isaac Teasdale 
&c., are driving the Horse Level and Jacob Grey &c., are driving a Level in a different part 
of the Vein to prepare the same for trial. 

Middlehope Mine goes on prosperously, is on a most excellent plan for working and 
raising Ore to great advantage. The Crushing machine is finished and will be of great use 
to the mine, on the calculating of the Bargains now before the Court I reduced all the 
principle ones 3/ per Bing on account of the benefit of the machine, and besides it may be 
fairly considered that the machine will make 1/7th more Ore than the common mode of 
washing, in the poorest and most stubborn part of the Ore; and therefore don't hesitate to 
say that the crushing machines are amongst the improvements recently made in lead 
mining. Geo. Hill &c., are cutting a Cross to a fine String to the North of the Vein. 
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Lodgesyke (Teesdale) is raising Ore vastly well, and will I trust do much good. Thos. 
Robson &c., are driving one Horse Level in the side of a Mountain. John Pinkney &c., are 
driving another one 20 fathoms deeper, both calculated to open and prove the Vein in 
different Sills. 
Wiregill & Mannergill are poor, but raise small parcels of Ore. Geo. Allison &c., are 
repairing a Level at Wiregill, and will shortly sink into the deep Horse Level for the 
production of fresh air. Jos. Scholick &c., are driving the Horse Level, and John Nixon 
&c., are driving a Level to drain the Soles, when a good deal of Ore will be got. Chr. 
Pinkney &c., are driving a Horse Level, and when finished will try the Vein in a fresh part, 
and will prove the means of raising Ore. 
John Watson &c., are driving the Level at Flakebrigg held of Mr Hutchinson Esq, and is 
yet near 8 fathoms short of the Vein. A crushing and Stamping Machine is now erected 
there, and will get some Ore out of the Wastes in the meantime. 
Stanhope Mine is poor, and very little altered since my last report, of course the prices for 
raising Ore from the Pickings are the same. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep 
Level which makes slow progress, being only 4 men, and the Level hard. Jos. Vipond &c., 
are driving a Level under the Great Limestone, and will shortly relieve the Vein of water, 
and raise Ore. For my opinion Boltshaw Mine please see my letter to the Court of the 25" 
inst. 
At Broomsberry Hugh Spotswood &c., are driving the Horse Level, which will in future 
prove of great utility both to this, and Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines. Thomas Walton 
&c., are driving an Upper Level where Ore will shortly be got. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Nenthead 18 February 1809 

Hon! Masters, 

After a general Examination of the Gov. & Co.’s mineral concerns under my Direction, I 
let on the 10, 11, & 12" past the sundry Bargains of which a list is annexed. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are raising Ore in a successful and advantageous way, 
and though I was under the necessity of raising the prices for the poorest of the pickings, 
yet I have let the most productive parts as low as possible as well as the Dead work and all 
attendant expenses whatever are put upon the most frugal plan I am capable of. 

At Rampgill Emmanuel Nattrass &c., driving the Horse Level in one of the Sun Veins 
which prepares the Vein for raising Ore as they advance. William Hall &c., are driving 
another Horse Level for the same purpose but in a different part of the Vein. John Patrick 
&c., are cutting across to the South of all the Rampgill Veins and strings for the discovery 
of more Veins. John Liverick &c., driving a part of the Sun Vein where I expect the 
intersection of some strings to make it more successful. 

At Scaleburnmoss Jos Elliott &c., are driving in an unsuccessful part of the Vein, to drain 
the Great Limestone where a good deal of Ore will be got. Matthew Hall &c., are driving 
the Horse Level, as a general waygate for bringing out the Ore, and rubbish, as well as 
proving the success of the mine as they go on. John Eels &c., are driving an upper Level 
which is necessary for laying the Vein open to trial in the Coal Sills and upper part of the 
Great Limestone. 

Smallcleugh mine continues to do well, especially the five foremost Bargains on the list of 
the said mine, which raise more than three quarters of the Ore, the other parts are poorer, 
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and some of them mere pickings required an advance of price in two or three places. 
William Richardson &c., are driving a cross to cut the Flatts in a fresh and unexposed part, 
where we expect a good deal of Ore. Jacob Stobbart &c., are sinking a Sump or pit from 
the Horse Level to make a communication for air between the Horse Level and the Deep 
Level driven from the bottom of the Engine, as well as to drain the water off the Vein into 
the latter. 

Middlecleugh consists of several Veins, all of which are considerably exhausted, requires 
in general the highest prices, and without which we could not be carried on; yet under 
proper management and care will work to advantage. Thomas Lee &c., are driving a deep 
Level under the Great Limestone as a general drain to the mine which is excessive hard and 
bad to move. Matthew Cousin &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels and Jos Henderson 
&c., another, both of which are calculated to promote the success of the mine by making 
fresh cuts into the Veins in different places. 

Hangingshaw Cross Vein is nothing but poor pickings, and will not work under the highest 
prices, yet will work to profit; having little Dead expenses upon the mine and the Ore is of 
the best quality. John Hall &c., are driving the principle Level in a part of the Vein and in 
the direction of the Flatts dropping down from Smallcleugh. 

At Caplecleugh Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 

At Garrigill mines and Tynebottom are poor and none of them can be wrought high prices 
yet none of them while the lead markets look up, can with propriety be abandoned. 

At Browngill Sun Vein John Smith &c., are driving the Horse Level. William Thomason 
&c., are opening and repairing an Upper Level, both to open a communication for fresh air 
with the Horse Level by sinking between and also trying the Vein in the sundry stratums. 
At Tynebottom Jos Wanless &c., are driving a Level in the side of a mountain, to try a 
fresh Vein in the stratums near the surface. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Those who are in wages at some of the mines are repairing Levels, shafts and Sumps, which 
if not attended often go into decay. 

Respecting Broomsberry and Gudhameill mines, I beg leave to refer the Court to my last 
report. 

In my letter to the Court of the 21 past, I informed them that Middlehope was doing great 
things. Indeed, I never think of that Mine but with the utmost pleasure, and it will certainly 
prove a considerable source of profit for many years to come, though it must be allowed 
that all mines are fluctuating, and that the fairest prospects are often blasted by unforeseen 
circumstances, but the sight of a good Mine is animating, and opens every spring of hope 
in the mind of Miners. Geo. Hill &c., are cutting a Cross to a fresh String and will shortly 
raise Ore. 

Ireshopeburn is poor, but will work without loss. John Kidd &c., are driving the deep 
Level. Stanhopeburn Mine is poor but the deep Level will by and by come up with some 
of the principal Veins, and I trust in a few years the expense will be refunded. Thos. 
Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep Level. Jos. Vipond & are driving an upper Level in 
order to come at some Flatts, where we shall get some Ore. I have already given the Court 
my sentiments respecting Boltshaw, and see no reason to vary, but hope the Court will give 
me instructions on that subject at the proper time. Lodgesyke Mine is poorer than last 
quarter, the rear workings in the upper Stratums being much exhausted, yet the Mine will 
do well. Henry Robson &c., and John Pinkney &c., are driving the two Horse Levels in 
the side of the Mountain parallel with the Vein, the one about 22 fathoms above the other, 
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between which Sumps will frequently be sunk, as necessary communications for fresh air 
and trying the Vein in the stratums between the Levels. 
Mannergill is poor, consisting of poor Pickings, but as there is little dead expense, I trust 
the Mine will be kept from loss this year. Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving a Horse Level to 
redeem the foremost part of the Mine, which I have reason to believe will raise a good deal 
of Ore, but the workings were suffered to get out of repair, and run together, and fill with 
water, and Rubbish, before I first went to Teesdale, and which has been much the custom 
in former years in Teesdale, and I am confident there is no mining Country in which Mines 
have been worse conducted. 
Wiregill is at present extremely poor, John Leekleyh &c., are rising out of the deep Level 
into the Old Soles or Bottoms, to drain the Vein of water, which will soon be done, and 
raise Ore. Geo. Allison &c., are sinking a Shaft into the Horse Level, for the benefit of 
fresh air, and will soon be done. Jos. Schollick &c., are driving the deep Horse Level in the 
Vein, which will unwater the same 10 fathoms deeper than the part of the Vein which raised 
so great a quantity of Ore in 1805, and will by and by raise a considerable quantity more. 
John Watson &c., are driving the deep Level at Flakebrigg. 
I have not yet heard of the Gunpowder, which the Court said was ordered. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Nenthead 29 April 1809 

Hon! Masters, 

After Examining the sundry parts of the Company’s mines under my direction, I let on the 
22, 23, & 24" past the Bargains, a list of which is annexed, and which I have no doubt will 
do well. All the Bargains in the different Mines both for Ore and Dead work are let as low 
as the nature and situation of them would admit, and in fact the whole extended concerns 
are put under the most frugal regulation. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are both doing well and working to considerable 
advantage. John Liverick &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Rampgill Sun Vein, which 
prepares it for raising Ore. Jas Armstrong &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Rampgill 
old Vein; both these Levels are necessary for preserving the mine in a proper state of repair 
and coming at the Ore in the Veins with ease of facility. William Armstrong &c., in wages 
are repairing the engine shaft and the water wheel, which is old and without repairs now 
and then would get into a state of decay. 

At Scaleburnmoss Jos Elliot &c., are driving the Horse Level in the new Vein to prepare 
for raising Ore in the Great Limestone, which is very productive. Matthew Hall &c., are 
driving a Level in limestone for the discovery of fresh Veins and for the effectual working 
and carrying on the said mine. William Hall &c., are rising from the Horse Level to try a 
Vein in the Little Limestone. 

Smallcleugh mine (especially the Flatts) is still very successful, and is raising very rich 
Ore to great advantage and is upon the whole a pleasing concern. William Richardson &c., 
are driving a cross from Smallcleugh Vein to the Flatts, to cut them in fresh ground. John 
Patrick &c., are driving the Deep Level from the bottom of the Engine, as the common 
drain to the mine. 

Middlecleugh mine will raise Ore to advantage (please to see my last report) Chr. Elliott 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. Thos. Thompson &c., are driving a Level under the Great 
Limestone to drain the Vein of water. Matt Cousin &c., are sinking a Sump from an Upper 
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to the Horse Level to accommodate the mine with fresh air, and to prepare the Vein for trial 
in the different stratums between the two Levels. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are poor, but will work without loss; at Hangingshaw John 
Hall &c., are driving the Level to open the Vein for trial in the limestone. 

At Caplecleugh Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level, which will shortly 
enable us to sink into the Great Limestone, and I expect we will meet with a successful 
Vein. 

Garrigill mines are still poor, tho’ from sundry points small parcels of Ore are raised, and 
tho’ other parts are under trial, yet with proper management will come sound again, for it 
is common with most lead mines to ebb and flow in their success, and of course persevering, 
patience, and proper management are always requisite in carrying on mineral concerns. 

At Browngill Sun Vein John Smith &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level and William 
Thomason &c., are sinking a Sump from an Upper Level to the Deep Level for circulation 
of fresh air, and for trying the Vein in the different stratums. 

At Tynebottom Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the Horse Level, Jos Wanless &c., are 
driving a Level to cut a fresh Vein, and John Philipson are sinking into the Vein in the Great 
Limestone. 

There is a little alteration with Stanhopeburn Mine since my last report, but the Ore 
workings are poor. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep Level (please see last report). 
Jos. Vipond &c., are driving an upper level which will open some poor Ore workings in the 
Great Limestone. 

At Boltshaw, Thos. Bell &c., are sinking a Shaft from the surface, to try an upper stratum 
in the Vein, and if that fail, the Mine is done. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss mines are under trial. Hugh Spotswood &c., are 
driving a Level at Broomsberry to cut some fresh Veins, and by continuing the pursuit of 
the Level, will unwater Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines, as well as all the Veins to the 
southward belonging to the Company, and will in a few years put an end to the expensive 
Engines in the Company’s works. Thos. Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level at 
Gudhamgillmoss mine, to open the Vein for trial, which will in future raise a good deal of 
Ore. 

At Ireshopeburn Mine John Kidd &c., are driving a level which keeps the Mine in repair, 
and will raise ore to advantage. Agreeable to my letters of the 3 & 15 inst., to the Court, 
Middlehope Mine is in a very prosperous state of repair, and will turn up this year, to great 
advantage and will I trust continue to do so for many years. Smith Elliott &c., are driving 
the upper Horse Level, as a proper communication to all the other workings, as well as 
general circulation of fresh air through the Mine. Lodgesyke Mine is poorer in the leading 
workings than for some time past, tho’ is working to very considerable advantage, and no 
doubt the Fore End of said Mine will revive again, by the intersection of Strings, and other 
natural & cooperating causes. John Pinkney &c., are driving the deep Horse Level parallel 
with the Vein, and prepares the same for raising the Ore either by rising or sinking into the 
Vein. Henry Robson &c., are driving the upper Horse Level for similar purposes as above 
mentioned. Jas. Bainbridge &c., are rising from the deep Level to try the Vein in a Stratum 
called the Firestone. 

Mannergill is under a fit of poverty, tho’ raising parcels of Ore to preserve the mine from 
loss, having little Dead work upon her, and will be conducted with care, till better success 
come. Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level. Wiregill Mine is raising small 
parcels of Ore, and employs few hands, and is labouring under Dead Trials, some of which 
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will soon be done and raise Ore, and others will require time, money, & patience. John 
Nixon &c., are driving the Horse Level, John Leekly &c., are rising out of said Level, to 
try the Vein, and Jos. Schollick &c., are sinking a Sump into the deep Level to furnish the 
Mine with fresh air, John Watson &c., are driving the Level at Flakebrigg. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 15 July 1809 

Hon! Masters, 

After a general survey of the Company’s Mines under my care I let the sundry Bargains on 
the 27, 28, and 29" past, of which a list is annexed. 

The bargains are let on the lowest terms they will admit of but I am concerned to say that 
the price of provisions is such that many of the workmen are hard put to it to get bread for 
their families. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines are doing well, though not altogether so successful 
as last quarter. 

At Rampgill Robert Elliot &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Great Limestone to 
prepare the Vein for raising Ore, by rising and sinking into the same occasionally as need 
requires. John Liverick &c., are driving a Horse Level in a different branch of the mine to 
prepare for raising Ore. Matthew Robson &c., are driving a Level in the North Vein which 
is a main way gate for bringing the Ore and rubbish from all the different branches of the 
mine to the mouth of the Level where the Ore is washed. Hugh Spotswood &c., are driving 
a Deep Level to unwater both Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines which will lay aside two 
expensive water engines and though the progress will be slow being excessive hard it will 
be a great utility in future to these mines as it will be an effectual drain to Rampgill and 
Scaleburnmoss and all their attendant branches and strings. 

At Scaleburnmoss, William Hall &c., are driving a cross from the Vein to cut a fresh 
branch or Vein to the East laying parallel to the principle Vein. Matthew Hall &c., are 
driving the Horse Level being a general convenience for trying the Vein and for bringing 
the Ore and rubbish out of the mine. John Thompson &c., are sinking into the Great 
Limestone in the Vein and will soon raise Ore at a low price. 

Smallcleugh mine is still working to great advantage. William Richardson &c., are driving 
a cross to cut the Flatts in fresh ground, where in all probability we shall raise a great deal 
of Ore. John Patrick &c., are driving the Deep Level from the Engine. Matthew Cousin 
&c., are sinking into the Vein in the Great Limestone to try the same. 

Middlecleugh mine is still poor, but will be kept from loss by the Ore raised in the said 
mine. John Hall &c., are repairing a Level necessary for the accommodation and support 
of the mine. Thos. Thompson &c., are driving a Level under the Great Limestone to drain 
the Vein and raise Ore in the same. Chr. Elliott &c., are driving the Horse Level in one of 
the Veins, which prepares it for raising Ore. Jas Armstrong &c., are driving a Horse Level 
in a different Vein, but for the same end. 

Robert Dickinson &c., at Caplecleugh are driving the Horse Level, and Joshua Percival 
and Jos. Thompson &c., are repairing Levels, shafts to keep the mine in a proper state of 
repair. 

Browngill Sun Vein, and all Garrigill mines continue in a state of poverty, but such parts 
as are under necessary trials shall be conducted with proper care and attention. William 
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Thomason &c., are driving a Level under the Great Limestone, and will make trial in the 
most likely parts of the Vein. John Smith &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
At Browngill and Thortergill William Robson &c., are repairing decayed Levels and 
shafts, and Jos Hall &c., are driving a Level from the surface to make a proper 
communication with other parts of the mine, and necessary trials for Ore. 
At Tynebottom Richard Lowthain &c., are repairing a Level Jos Wanless &c., are sinking 
a shaft from the surface into the Horse Level as a convenience for fresh air. Isaac Teesdale 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlehope Mine is doing great things. I spent the whole of Tuesday last in Dialling, and 
tracing the direction of the new Vein across the Mountain for 7 or 8 miles, and I don’t find 
that either the Blackett or Beaumont Families have ever discovered or made a cut into the 
said Vein in any part of their Liberty; but Mr Bainbridge (to whom I have given every 
information in my power) will write the Court at large by this Post on the important subject, 
for I am persuaded the Vein is of great Value. Smith Elliott &c., are sinking a Shaft from 
the surface to accommodate the whole mine with fresh air. 
At Ireshopeburn, John Kidd &c., are driving the Horse Level. Stanhopeburn Mine is 
much the same as when last reported. Jacob Vickers &c., are driving an upper Horse Level, 
which prepares the Vein for raising Ore. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep Horse 
Level as the common drain to the mine. Lodgesyke Mine is doing well and raising Ore to 
advantage. Henry Robson &c., are driving the upper Horse Level, as a necessary opening 
to the Mine for raising Ore and bringing the Ore and rubbish to the mouth of the level. 
James Bainbridge &c., are driving the deep Horse Level, and Sumps are sunk between, 
which gives us a power to work the several stratums between the two levels. John Pinkney 
&c., are sinking a Shaft from the surface for fresh air. Wiregill is very poor but will revive 
again. Jos. Scholick &c., are sinking a Shaft into the deep Level. John Nixon &c., are 
driving the Horse Level, which both relieves sum old work (run together when I first visited 
these mines) and prepares the Vein for fresh Trials. John Watson &c., are driving the deep 
Level at Flakebrigg. George Allison &c., are opening an old Level at East Rake mine 
which was recently purchased by the Company for £70. 
Thomas Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level at Gudhamgillmoss (please see last 
report). Thos. Bell &c., are sinking a Shaft at Boltshaw which will soon be done and I trust 
the Court will then come to a determination about this Mine. On the receipt of the Courts 
letter I sent Michael Stephenson a copy of it, and have heard nothing more from him. 

Iam &c., Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 31 October 1809 

Hon! Masters, 

Having made a survey of the Company’s Mines under my Direction, on the 28, 29, and 30" 
Sept, I let the sundry Bargains, a List of which is annexed. They are let on the lowest terms 
I was capable of but the hardness of the times and the complaints of the people make letting 
Bargains a very serious task. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are much the same as last quarter, and are raising ore to 
advantage. At Rampgill Robert Elliot &c., driving one of the Horse Levels which is solid 
limestone rock excessive hard and difficult to work. John Liverick are driving another 
Level, which is also hard. Matthew Robson &c., are driving a third Horse Level in a 
different Vein all of them highly necessary for the general benefit and success of the mine. 
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William Armstrong &c., are repairing the Engine shaft, which when they began, was in a 
state of utter decay, the timber being all rotten from its long standing and as we are obliged 
to arch the wheel case with stone, it will of course be considerable expense, probably labour 
and materials £250. 

At Scaleburnmoss William Hall &c., are driving a Level in the Little Limestone and will 
occasionally try the Vein for Ore. Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level. Hugh 
Spotswood &c., driving the Deep Level for a general drain. 

Smallcleugh mine is poorer than last quarter, tho’ working to considerable advantage. 
William Richardson &c., are cutting a cross to the Flatts, which is very hard but will soon 
be done. Jas Armstrong &c., are driving the Horse Level and John Patrick &c., are driving 
the Deep Level from the Engine bottom which is a general drain to the mine. 
Middlecleugh mine is poor, but raised so much Ore as to preserve the same place from 
loss. Matthew Cousin &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels, Chris Elliott &c., are 
driving a Horse Level in a different Vein, and Thos. Thompson &c., are driving a Level 
under the limestone to drain the Vein. 

At Hangingshaw mine John Hall &c., are driving the Level under the Great Limestone to 
unwater the Vein. 

At Caplecleugh Jos Thompson &c., are repairing a Level. Robert Dickinson &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. 

All the mines in Garrigill are still extremely poor. At Browngill Sun Vein William 
Thomason &c., are sinking a Sump to furnish the mine with fresh air and try the Vein in 
the Great Limestone. Jos Hall &c., are driving an Upper Level to communicate with the 
lower parts of the mine and try the Vein in the Limestone. Jas Dickinson &c., are driving 
the Horse Level. 

Tynebottom is very poor Jos Wanless &c., are driving an Upper Level to try some Veins 
or strings in fresh ground. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the Horse Level to prepare the 
Vein for further trial. William Robson &c., are repairing Levels and Sumps which 
frequently get out of repair. 

At Gudhamegillmoss and Broomsberry Thos. Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level, 
which will shortly lay the Vein open for raising Ore. 

Middlehope Mine is not so rich in the leading forehead Westward, as last quarter, the 
String and Vein have finally separated, of course the parts are become much poorer than 
when a united body, tho’ the Mine is still rich and likely to be particularly in the new String. 
I have made every examination in my power, by Dialling underground and upon the 
surface, but cannot find that this String has ever been wrought by the Blackett or Beaumont 
Families distinct from their other Mines. Smith Elliott &c., are driving an upper Level, 
both to try the upper Stratums, and to furnish the deep workings with fresh air, by sinking 
between. The Mine is raising a great quantity of very fine Ore. John Kidd &c., are driving 
the Horse Level at Ireshopeburn. 

Lodgesyke Mine in Teesdale is successful, and in a proper state of working, having Levels 
carried up the Vein in proper situations. Henry Robson &c., are driving the upper Horse 
Level. Richd. Lee &c., are rising into the Vein, and will soon raise Ore. Jas. Bainbridge 
&c., are sinking a Shaft to air the Vein in the several workings. Wm. Watson &c., are 
sinking another Shaft and will finish in a few weeks, and raise Ore. Jno. Pinkney &c., are 
driving the deep Horse Level, preparing the Vein for raising Ore in the deeper stratums. 
Wiregill is very poor, but will come round again when the Horse Level driving by Ja. Nixon 
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&c., arrives at a certain point of the Vein. Jos. Schollick &c., are driving the deep Horse 
Level. 
Mannergill Mine raises Ore without loss, but will by & bye do better. Chr. Pinkney &c., 
are driving the Level. 
East Rake and Flakebrigg are both under trial, but I have no opinion of either of them, yet 
as the Lease of Flakebrigg mine and Egglestone mill are one, the mine therefore cannot 
cease working without the mill being forfeited. But the Court know all these things. 
Stanhopeburn Mine is much the same as last report, but will raise more Ore the ensuing 
year than before. Jacob Vickers c., are driving the upper Level to open the Flatts in the 
Great Limestone which will shortly raise Ore. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep 
Horse Level which will shortly cut some Veins and try them in the deep stratum, as the 
Level will drain them all. Thos. Bell &c., have been sinking a Shaft at Boltshaw, and are 
now working in the Vein in a strong stratum, but the Vein is entirely without success, nor 
is there any prospect of ever doing good there, but inevitably throwing money away, which 
I don’t like, especially when all expectations & prospect is lost. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 20 January 1810 

Hon! Masters, 

After a general examination of the Company’s Mines under my direction, on the 4, 5, & 6 
inst., I let the Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

Many parts of the mine are much poorer this quarter than at Michaelmas last, though a great 
number more hands are employed by reason of the mines in the surrounding country being 
so poor, of course the miners cannot get employment elsewhere. The distresses from the 
dearness of all sorts of provisions are very great and those who have large families are under 
the necessity of seeking parochial relief. The prices are as low in every department of my 
Business, as the situation of the places will admit of, and will upon the whole be found to 
turn up to very considerable advantage. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss (which I always class together being both connected with 
one Deep Level) are poorer than last quarter yet will do well. At Rampgill Robert Elliot, 
John Liverick and Jonathan Shield &c., are each driving in different branches of Horse 
Levels, all connected with Rampgill mine and necessarily applied to the effectual working 
and accommodation of three different Veins. William Teasdale &c., are cutting a cross to 
the Great Limestone, and will shortly raise Ore by the Bing. William Armstrong &c., are 
still repairing the engine (please to see last report). 

At Scaleburnmoss John Thompson &c., are sinking into the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Matthew Hall &c., are driving a Horse Level. William Hall &c., are repairing the principle 
Level and will soon be done and Hugh Spotswood &c., are driving the Deep Level as a 
general drain expressed in last report. 

Smallcleugh mine is raising Ore very well but the Flatts are much poor, though I have no 
doubt will open and again prove productive, so soon as fresh strings or leads intersect them. 
William Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. Thomas Robson &c., are raising to 
search for a Flatt situated in the limestone about 12 feet above the present one. John Patrick 
are driving the Deep Level connected with the bottom of the Engine. 
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At Middlecleugh, which is poor, tho’ not a losing concern, Miles Irwin, James Armstrong 
and Chr. Elliott &c., are each driving Horse Levels in different Veins, which enable us to 
prove the same in the different stratums most likely to produce Ore. 

Garrigill mines are still poor but most of them under unfinished trials, we must therefore 
exercise patience, and tho’ they are at present expensive, we are obliged to employ hands 
to keep the Leases from forfeiture. 

At Browngill Sun Vein William Thomason &c., are cutting a cross to try the Vein in the 
Great Limestone in fresh grounds. Jos Nall &c., are driving an Upper Horse Level to try 
the upper stratums in the Vein. 

At Browngill and Thortergill Jos Wanless &c., are driving a Level to try a fresh Vein in 
the Great Limestone and Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the Horse Level at Tynebottom 
which prepares the Vein for occasional trial. 

At Hangingshaw Cross Vein Jno Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level to try and relieve 
the Vein of water. And at Caplecleugh Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlehope Mine is raising Ore to much advantage, though nothing like so rich as in the 
greatest part of last year, for since the final separation of the Vein and new String, both are 
naturally weaker, and of course poorer. I have heard nothing from Col. Beaumont’s Agents 
since the time my letter was sent to Mr Morrison, by the Courts direction. A vast number 
of Hands are employed by Jno. Postle & George Hill &c., are the two partnerships working 
in the String West from the Crosscut (please see the plan) and the last end at present is good 
for nothing. We are not able to have any plan made upon the surface until the snow (which 
is abundant) get off the Mountain. Smith Elliott &c., are sinking a Sump out of another 
Level for the accommodation of fresh air, and trying the upper stratums. Jno. Kidd &c., 
are driving the Level at Ireshopeburn, and the Mine much the same as when last reported. 
Last week I was in the Mine at Stanhope. The Level situates near the Smelting Mill in 
which the Vein and Flatt are cut as mentioned to the Court in my letter of the 15" Dec. last 
is not so prosperous as I expected from the Report, she will raise Ore pretty well at the 
prices you will meet with in the three Bargains in the list. The Level goes on in a proper 
direction to cut & unwater several Veins & Flatts which have been wrought in a very 
defective way by former Companies, and will though the aid of said Level raise a good deal 
of Ore. Jacob Vickers &c., are driving the Horse Level, and John Vipond &c., are driving 
a Level northward for the discovery of more Flatts in the Great Limestone (where they are 
only to be found). 

The Teesdale Mines are not much altered since last report. Lodgesyke is doing well and 
employs more Hands, which raises Ore advantageously. Henry Robson &c., are driving 
the Upper Horse Level in the side of the Mountain, which opens an easy passage to the 
Vein, where much Ore is raised. James Bainbridge &c., are driving another Horse Level 
22 Fathoms deeper, and by sinking between, a communication is opened, which furnishes 
the Mine with air, drains the lower stratums, and prepares them for raising Ore. John 
Pinkney &c., are cutting a Cross to the Vein, and will soon be done. Wm. Watson &c., are 
sinking a Shaft from the surface. At Wiregill which is poor, John Nixon &c., are driving 
the Horse Level & Jos. Schollick &c., are driving the deep Level for discoveries. Chr. 
Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level at Mannergill. Geo. Allison &c., are opening 
preparing an Old Level at East Rake, which is a Horse Level from the surface, and will lead 
us into the Vein, but I have not got a good opinion of this Trial. John Watson &c., are 
driving the Horse Level at Flakebrigg and it will require a considerable time before the 
Level can arrive at any likely object. 
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The gunpowder is now all gone that came last and such an article as never came to lead 
mines. The workmen were obliged to dry it before the fire before they could use it, and it 
is as well that no misfortune happened by it. I wrote for a quantity to be sent in the last 
parcel marked FB but not one cask came. I was obliged to send to Newcastle for 20 half 
barrels to mix with the bad, which was the same price as that ordered by the Court, and 
better gunpowder I never saw. 

The Court will now please to order 60 half barrels FB and 40 quarters CB but except it be 
good; the workmen will not use it. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 21 April 1810 

Hon! Masters, 

Having made my quarterly view of the Company’s Mines in Alston Moor, Weardale and 
Teesdale, on the 4, 5, and 6 I let the sundry Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

The greatest part of the mines are poorer than usual and will not raise so much Ore this year 
by some thousands of Bings as they did last, and I am convinced the prices are such that 
the workmen employed in the most exhausted parts of the mines will make very poor wages. 
The price of provisions are so high that many families in this poor neighbourhood are half 
starved. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are poorer and raising less or than last year. At Rampgill 
Robert Irwin &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level. William Teasdale &c., are cutting a 
cross to a Vein situated to the North of Rampgill Vein. Jonathan Shield &c., are driving a 
Horse Level in a different part of the mine and all the Levels are extremely hard and require 
high prices. Jacob Thompson &c., driving Level southward for the discovery of fresh 
strings. 

At Scaleburnmoss John Thompson, Hugh Spotswood and John Hall &c., are driving 
necessary Horse Levels in different parts of the mine. 

Smallcleugh mine still raises Ore very well, and of good quality. William Richardson &c., 
are driving a cross to the Flatts and will shortly cut them a fresh. Miles Irwin &c., are 
driving the Horse Level and John Patrick &c., the Level from the Engine, which will prove 
a general drain to Smallcleugh, and all Middlecleugh Veins. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor John Bowman &c., are sinking a Sump to furnish the mine with 
fresh air and for trying the Vein in the Upper stratums. Thos. Thompson are driving a Level 
in a part of the mine to drain the Vein in the Great Limestone. Robert Elliott &c., are 
driving a separate Horse Level. 

Garrigill mines in general are poor, tho’ one of the workings in Browngill Sun Vein is 
becoming productive and will probably raise 300 Bings this year. It is the first Bargain in 
the list at Browngill Sun Vein. William Thomason &c., are cutting a cross to try the Vein 
in the Great Limestone. Jos Hall are driving an Upper Level to try the Vein in the upper 
stratums. 

At Tynebottom Jos Wanless and Isaac Teasdale and partners are each driving Horse Levels 
and will occasionally try the Vein. 

At Browngill and Thortergill William Robson &c., are repairing some shafts and Levels, 
which frequently fall into decay. 

Hangingshaw Cross Vein and Caplecleugh are both poor. John Hall &c., are driving the 
Horse Level at the former and Robert Dickinson that of the latter. 
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Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss are poor, and principally under trial. Thomas Walton 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlehope Mine employs many Hands and raises a good deal of Ore, but being poorer 
than last year will of course raise less Ore. The new String is poorer than formerly since 
quite separated from the Vein as I have already mentioned to the Court, tho’ there is no 
doubt of a good deal of Ore being raised to the Westward, in the Great Lime & Coal Sills, 
as the String takes its direction where the surface of the ground has an easy declivity to the 
westward, and as the hill declines, and goes off, it leaves the Vein with a suitable cover, 
and in all possibility, will increase in strength and get more & more successful. The ground 
is in this situation for almost a mile but after that a rapid Hill puts on, and the new String 
having several North and South Veins to cross will I believe scatter & render it good for 
nothing. A very high Hill puts on to the Eastward, of course the String according to mining 
terms is nipped or twitched (that is much narrowed off). John Liverick &c., are driving the 
Horse Level, Cuth. Watson &c., are sinking a Sump from an upper Level for fresh air, and 
open the Vein in the upper Stratums. Jno. Charlton &c., are driving the upper Horse Level. 
Ireshopeburn is raising Ore to advantage, Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Stanhopeburn is poor, tho’ raises several parcels of Ore. The deep Level is going on with 
all possible speed, by Thos. Wilkinson &c., but is hard. John Vipond are driving a Level 
for the relief of the Flatts, which enables us to raise Ore, and will be of considerable benefit, 
as we are placing the Crushing Machine close to the Mouth of the Level. The Court will 
see that we are merely supporting the Lease at Boltshaw at a considerable expense & loss. 
Lodgesyke Mine is doing well, but many parts of the other Mines in Teesdale are poor and 
under trial. Wm. Watson &c., are rising into the Vein, and will soon be done. Jas. 
Bainbridge &c., are driving the deep Horse Level, Jno. Pinkney &c., the upper one, & Thos. 
Toward &c., are sinking a Shaft from the surface to furnish air, and try the Vein in the upper 
Stratums. 
At Wiregill, Jos. Schollick &c., are driving the deep Horse Level, & John Nixon &c., the 
other one, which is intended to relieve the Vein of water by & bye, and will prove the mean 
of raising Ore. At Mannergill, Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level to prepare 
the Vein for raising Ore. Geo. Allison &c., are driving the Horse Level at East Rake for 
the trial of the Vein, when they arrive at the proper point for that end. John Watson &c., 
are driving the Horse Level at Flakebrigg, but are still a great distance from any object 
which promises success. 
I have at the request of some gentlemen enclosed a plan of a bridge intended to be built 
over the Tees at Middleton (by subscription) which the Court will see on the plan 
distinguished by a red mark upon the line of road shaded green, but except that part of the 
road from Middleton to Wolsingham be made, the bridge will have no service to the 
Governor &c., Company it is about 12 miles and over a rugged Common. The principle 
subscribers are the Bishop of Durham £250, Lord Darlington £250, Lord Strathmore £250 
and the gentlemen wish to know whether or not the Governor &c., Company will subscribe. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 14 July 1810 

Hon! Masters, 

After a general examination of the Company’s Mines under my care on the 25, 26, & 27 
June, I lett the Bargains, a list of which I have annexed. 
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The mines in a general way are poor and I have let the whole on the lowest terms I can both 
the Ore bargains and those in the Dead work. Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are both poor, 
and employ fewer hands for many of the places have got so exhausted that they cannot be 
wrought at the prices given. At Rampgill William Teasdale are cutting cross from the Vein 
to find a North string and will soon be done. Robert Irwin are driving the Horse Level. 
Jonathan Shield are driving a Horse Level in a different branch of the mine. Thomas 
Readshaw are driving an upper Level by the side of the Vein and intend to sink between 
that and the Horse Level for communication of fresh air and of raising Ore in the upper 
stratums. Scaleburnmoss is very much failed by the North Vein scattering and separating 
into small parts, and from which Vein we have been raising the principle part of the Ore, 
however we are using every effort to find the Vein where the scattered parts are collected 
together. Thomas Bell are sinking a Sump in one of those parts in the Great Limestone. 
Thomas Humble and John Richardson are both driving a Deep Level to drain effectually 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines and will cut several fresh Veins on the way. Matthew 
Hall driving the Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh mine is much poorer than for some time past the Flatts having failed in the 
leading workings and the other parts very much exhausted, though I trust the foremost 
workings will revive again by the intersection of fresh strings. John Stephenson &c., are 
cutting a cross for the discovery of such strings. Miles Irwin &c., are driving one of the 
Horse Levels. John Bowman &c., are sinking a Sump for the convenience of fresh air, and 
is a hard difficult job. Thomas Hewitson &c., are also sinking a Sump for a circulation of 
air through a different part of the mine, and raising Ore in the Great Limestone. 
Middlecleugh mine is poor; Christopher Elliott &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels in 
the Limestone and is prodigious hard. Thomas Thompson &c., are driving a Level under 
the Great Limestone to drain the Vein. Robert Elliott &c., are driving another of the Horse 
Levels in a different branch of the mine. William Hall &c., are sinking a shaft from the 
surface to cause a circulation of air through the mine. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are still poor, John Hall &c., are driving the deep Level at 
the former, and Robert Dickinson &c., the Horse Level at the latter. 

Browngill Sun Vein is poor, except the foremost Bargain in the list which is now raising 
a good deal of fine Ore. Joseph Vipond &c., are driving a Level to open more of that part 
of the Vein which is now successful. Joseph Hall &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels. 
William Tomlinson &c., are driving a Level in the Vein, and will occasionally sink into the 
Vein in the Great Limestone. John Archer &c., are sinking into the Vein, where I believe 
they will meet with success. 

At Browngill Jas Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Tynebottom is poor Joseph Wanless &c., are driving an Upper Horse Level by the side of 
the Vein, and will at convenient points try the same for Ore, Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving 
the Deep Level to drain and prove the success of the Vein as they go on. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss are principally under trial. Thomas Walton &c., are 
driving the Horse Level, which will by and by relieve the Vein of present difficulties. Jas 
Thompson &c., are opening and repairing an old Level and will soon raise Ore in the old 
workings. 

Stanhopeburn Mine is raising small parcels of Ore, tho’ being poor requires high prices. 
John Vipond &c., are driving the Level for the benefit of the Flatts, Thos. Wilkinson the 
Horse Level (please see last report). 


29 


Middlehope Mine employs a great many hands, and raises a great deal of Ore, though 
several parts of the mine are poorer than last year. The new String to the Westward is still 
doing well & especially in the upper part of the Great Limestone, in which are the three 
foremost in the Middlecleugh Bargain list, but the bottom part of the Limestone is poor and 
hard, which is generally the case with all Veins. Beaumont’s people were in our Mine last 
Thursday, taking their plan, but no observations were made by the parties. Chas. Maddison 
&c., are driving the Upper Horse Level for the benefit of working the upper Stratums, and 
to form a necessary communication with the deepest parts of the Mine, as we ascend the 
high Mountain in which the Vein takes its direction to the Eastward. Cuth. Vannon &c., 
are driving into the Little Limestone, and will shortly raise Ore. Jno. Liverick &c., are 
driving the deep Horse Level, & Cuth. Watson &c., are sinking a sump between the two 
Levels as an accommodation of fresh air through the whole mine. 

There is little alteration with Ireshopeburn Mine since last report; John Kidd &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. Lodgesyke Mine is doing vastly well, and the Ore of a productive 
quality. Jas. Bainbridge &c., are driving the Horse Level & John Pinkney &c., the deep 
Level as a general drain to the Mine, and to try the deep strata I the Vein. Thos. Temple 
&c., are repairing a Level. All the other parts of the Teesdale Mines are very poor & some 
of them under fresh trials. Chr. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level at Mannergill. 
Jos. Schollick &c., are driving the deep Level at Wiregill for the discovery of Veins, & 
John Nixon &c., are driving the Horse Level which by & bye will relieve the Old Soles, 
which will raise a good deal of Ore, but requires patience & perseverance. John Watson 
&c., are driving the deep Level at Flakebrigg, which is yet some distance from the Vein. 
Geo. Allison &c., are opening an old Level at Brokergill, as I want to see a Vein worked 
many years ago in that place. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 17 November 1810 

Hon! Masters, 

Having examined the Mines under my care in the Moor, Teesdale, Weardale &c. I lett the 
Bargains on the 2™, 3", & 4" October, but my time having been so completely taken up 
with settling all the Moor Accounts, going to Newcastle & attending the Pays &c. that it 
was not in my power to transmit the list of Bargains & Report sooner. 

The mines with the exception of a few places are extremely poor, but especially in many 
parts of the moor. However, I have lett the bargains both for Ore and Dead work on the 
lowest terms possible. A considerable expense has occurred this year of Cast Iron, Timber 
and Workmen's hire etc. at Rampgill and Smallcleugh Engine, Stanhope Crushing 
machine and other inevitable repairs which swells the general account but will not appear 
again, for the engines are now in a complete state of repair and Stanhope Crushing machine 
is nearly finished. 

At Rampgill Thomas Readshaw &c., are sinking into the Great Limestone and will soon 
try the Vein. William Horsley &c., sinking a shaft from the surface for furnishing the mine 
with fresh air. 

At Scaleburnmoss_ Robert Barron &c., are driving in a part of the Vein to relieve it of 
water under the Great Limestone. Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level, which 
gradually prepares the Vein for raising Ore. Robert Elliot &c., are cutting a cross to a fresh 
string. Smallcleugh mine is doing well. The foremost Bargains in the list are in the new 
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Flat, it contains a great deal of good Ore, but it is so hard and closely compacted in the 
Great Limestone that it requires 20s per bing to raise it, it being altogether to blast with 
gunpowder. William Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level under the Flat. Thomas 
Hewitson &c., are sinking a Sump from the Horse Level into the Engine Level for the 
accommodation of fresh air. Thomas Cain &c., are cutting a cross to the new Flatt at the 
distance of 15 fathoms South from where it is already cut. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor Christopher Elliott &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels. 
Joseph Vickers &c., are cutting a cross to a fresh string and will soon raise some Ore in the 
same. Miles Irwin &c., are driving a Horse Level in a different part of the mine. This mine 
consists of four different Veins. Thomas Thompson &c., are driving a Level under the 
Limestone to relieve the Vein of water and William Waugh &c., are driving another Horse 
Level in the Vein to prepare the same for trial. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are poor but the latter one is approaching a cross Vein, 
from which I have considerable expectations, and trust it will do much better for the ensuing 
year. At the former John Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level and at the latter Edward 
Fawcett &c., are sinking into the Vein and will shortly raise Ore. 

Garrigill mines are poor except Browngill Sun Vein which will raise more Ore next year 
at less prices. James Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level and William Bright &c., 
are rising into an Upper stratum to try the Vein in the same. Tynebottom mine is still poor. 
Joseph Wanless &c., are driving an upper Level to try the Vein and will shortly sink into 
the Great Limestone for that end. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level 
and will shortly cut a fresh Vein under the limestone, which will which probably will 
produce Ore. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss are still under trial but will by and by raise Ore to pay 
the expense. 

Middlehope Mine continues to be productive and especially the new String to Westward. 
The seven Bargains which stand foremost in the list being all in it. The East End of it now 
working by the Company & Col. Beaumont is good for nothing, very hard & agreeable to 
the mining term twitched. Henry Coulthard &c., are driving a regular Horse Level in said 
String, which is a cut of the old Vein, and as soon as this Level is driven into the String it 
will raise Ore. John Johnson &c., are driving the Partnership Level. Cuth. Vannon &c., 
are rising the upper Stratums and will soon raise Ore. John Charlton &c., are driving the 
upper Horse Level. 

Ireshopeburn is very poor, but is lett in a Tack as I explained to the Gentlemen when in 
the North, and therefore have represented in the list as usual. Stanhopeburn Mine tho’ 
poor will raise by & by such parcels of Ore from the different parts as to pay the expense 
when the Crushing Machine is finished. Jno. Vipond &c., are driving the Level in the 
Limestone which prepares the Vein and Flatts for raising Ore. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are 
driving the deep Horse Level. 

Lodgesyke Mine is successful and raises the principle part of the Ore at moderate prices. 
Jas. Bainbridge &c., are driving the Horse Level. Isaac Lee &c., are rising into the Vein in 
the Limestone, and will shortly raise Ore. John Pinkney &c., are driving the deep Horse 
Level. Thos. Toward &c., are sinking a Shaft from the surface. Mannergill will now raise 
Ore to prevent loss. Joseph Atkinson &., are driving the Horse Level. 

Wiregill is under trial & will come round again, but money & patience are requisite to the 
accomplishment of that end. John Nixon &c., are driving the Horse Level & when it comes 
to a certain point in the Vein will relieve it of water & raise Ore. Jos. Schollick &c., are 
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driving the deep Horse Level for the discovery of Veins. Flakebrigg Level is not yet at 
the Vein, but I hope will get into it during the ensuing year and raise some Ore. Boltshaw 
is not, nor ever will be worthy of Pursuit. The matter has been sufficiently discussed 
already, and when the Court have leisure they will give me instructions on this point, but 
in the meantime, they will not forget that the money is spending. 

I have observed what the Court say respecting Nenthead Mill Lease, but I never saw such 
Lease, and if it was attached to any mine Lease, it must have been Rampgill, but long since 
it has not been in my time. That Mill never paid any acknowledgement to Greenwich 
Hospital and it is probable none will ever be required. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 12 January 1811 

Hon! Masters, 

Having viewed minutely the Company’s Mines under my direction in the Moor, Teesdale 
& Weardale, on the 27", 28", and 29", I lett the Bargains, a list of which is annexed, and 
am confident tho’ some parts are poor, yet one with another they will do well. 

I have taken great pains in making the arrangements and Bargains throughout these 
concerns, so as to render them profitable, but at the same time I am extremely sorry to find 
such a depression on the lead markets, in consequence of which all the little companies in 
this country are getting into a deplorable situation as they can scarcely sell either Ore or 
lead and the country banks become shy respecting credit. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss are not much altered since my last report. I have reduced 
the prices in the poorest parts to 48/ per Bing and £12 15s per Ton the highest, and 
Middlehope and Teasdale to 45/ per Bing the highest being at present much more 
productive than the Moor, where the poor pickings will make the workmen as good wages 
as 45/ as the Moor will do at 48/. At Rampgill William Horsley &c., are sinking a shaft 
from the surface into the Horse Level and will finish by the end of the quarter. Thomas 
Readshaw &c., sinking a Sump into the Great Limestone and will shortly try the Vein in 
the same. William Teasdale &c., are sinking a Sump in a different part of the mine in search 
of Ore. 

At Scaleburnmoss Matthew Hall &c., cutting a cross to a string, which runs parallel with 
the Vein at the distance of 7 or 8 fathoms where I expect to, meet with Ore. 

Robert Barron &c., driving a Level in the Vein under the Great Limestone to relieve it of 
water. Thomas Humble &c., driving the Horse Level to prepare the Vein for trial at 
different points as they go on, and what we call in the mining term “opening fresh ground”. 
Smallcleugh mine is doing well and tho’ the new Flatt continues prodigious hard, yet 
contains plenty of Ore, and has the appearance of being durable. The three foremost 
Bargains are in it. George Robinson &c., are driving the Level considerably under all the 
other workings of the mine, as the common drain, which brings the water to the engine. 
Thomas Hewitson &c., are cutting a cross in hard limestone, to the Vein to try the same. 
Thomas Cain &c., are cutting a cross to the new Flatt as per last report. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor consisting principally of poor pickings. William Waugh &c., 
are driving one of the Horse Levels, which prepares the Vein for trial. Miles Irwin &c., are 
driving another Horse Level in a different part of the mine for the purpose of trying the 
Vein in the Great Limestone and both are excessive hard. 
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Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are not rich, yet will raise Ore this year to advantage; John 
Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level at the former; and no Dead work is upon the latter 
this quarter. 
Browngill Sun Vein, which is the chief part of Garrigill mines is doing better than for a 
long time past, and will work to advantage this year. Jas Hall &c., are driving an Upper 
Horse Level for the trial of the Vein in the higher stratums by which means we are raising 
Ore. Richard Thomason &c., are sinking a Sump to furnish the mine with air and 
commodious waygates. Jas Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Tynebottom mine is raising small parcels of Ore of the best quality, probably the most 
productive in lead of any of the Companies mines. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving the 
Horse Level, and opens the Vein for trial. Joseph Wanless &c., are driving a Level to prove 
the upper stratums. 
Gudhamegillmoss and Broomsberry mines are under trial, and must remain so for some 
time, but in the course of the year will raise some parcels of Ore. George Raw &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. James Thompson &c., are driving a deep Level, which is to relieve 
Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss mines of water when it arrives at the intended point and will 
be deeper than the bottom of the engines on these mines and will cut several hopeful Veins 
by the way. Thomas Walton &c., are driving an Upper Horse Level, and will shortly enable 
us to raise Ore in the Vein. 
Middlehope Mine is working to great advantage, especially the new String to the 
Westward. The twelve foremost Bargains in the list consisting of 60 Pickmen are all raising 
Ore in said String, but the old Vein and String Eastward continue poor. Henry Coulthard 
&c., are driving the Horse Level in the String. John Vickers &c., are cutting a Cross to the 
String and will shortly raise Ore. John Johnson &c., are driving the Horse Level Eastward 
in the String jointly with Col. Beaumont’s workmen. Ireshopeburn Mine being poorer 
than the rest obliges me to give 50/ per Bing for the poorer parts. Thomas Wilkinson &c., 
are driving the deep Level which I expect during this year will cut one of the principal 
Veins, when a Shaft will have to be sunk from the surface and will prove the means of 
raising more Ore. Jno. Vipond &c., are driving the upper Horse Level which opens the 
Veins and Flatts for raising Ore as it advances. 
Lodgesyke Mine is doing great things and will probably raise as much Ore this year as 
Middlehope, and at as favourable prices. The String which I reported to the Court in my 
last (Dec. 22"4) is raising a good deal of most excellent solid Ore, which will be very 
productive of lead. Isaac Lee &c., are driving in a part of the Vein, where we expect to 
meet with Ore shortly. Jas. Bainbridge &c., are driving the deep Horse Level, and Jno. 
Pinkney &c., are driving another Horse Level which lays open the Vein for raising Ore, 
and bringing out to the surface to be washed. Thos. Toward &c., are cutting a Cross to the 
Vein & will soon raise Ore. Jos. Atkinson &c., are driving the Horse Level at Mannergill. 
Wiregill is still under trial. Jno. Nixon &c., are driving the upper Horse Level, which will 
by & by relieve the Vein of water when we shall again raise Ore. Jos. Schollick &c., are 
driving the deep Horse Level for the discovery of Veins. And at Flakebrigg, Wm. Allison 
&c., are driving the Level which will shortly be up to the Vein. 
The Court will please to appraise me when the gunpowder is shipped and name the price. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 
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Nenthead 13 April 1811 

Hon! Masters, 

After minutely inspecting the Mines under my care, on the 19", 20", and 21°, I lett the 
Bargains, a list of which I have annexed, and trust the Court will give me credit for having 
taken every step in my power to render the whole concern beneficial. 

Under the present arrangements the number of hands in Dead work are between 40 and 50 
fewer than the last return of Bargains for there are none employed, but such as are necessary 
for the support of the works. 

The mines throughout Alston moor are very poor the price of lead bad and the division of 
the commons have brought the country into a state of the most abject poverty and it is a fact 
that three fourths of the workmen in the moor cannot make wages to support their families 
but not knowing how to relieve themselves are obliged to submit to such an indigent 
pittance as they obtain. The Court will find the prices as I stated them. Rampgill and 
Scaleburnmoss mines though poor will work to advantage under the present regulations. 
At Rampgill Anthony Hewitson &c., and George Raw &c., are each driving a Horse Level 
in different parts of the mine but which are under different Leases. 

At Scaleburnmoss Robert Barron &c., are driving a deep Level to drain the mine to the 
bottom of the Great Limestone. Thomas Humble &c., are sinking a Sump and will try the 
Vein for Ore in the limestone. 

Smallcleugh mine is working to advantage, tho’ the Flatts are very hard and the Ore 
procured by constant blasting with gunpowder. Thomas Cain &c., are cutting a cross for 
the discovery of fresh Flatts. George Robinson &c., are driving the general drain Level, 
which brings the water of the mine to the engine. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor, but having little dead work at present will be kept from loss. 
Miles Irwin &c., are sinking a Sump to the Great Limestone and will raise Ore when 
finished. 

A Caplecleugh mine, which is poor, Robert Dickinson &c., are repairing Levels, which 
frequently get into decay by long standing. 

At Hangingshaw mine John Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Broomsbury Mine is still under trial. Thos. Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Garrigill mines are poor in general and as they consist of several Leases, they of course 
take the more hands in Dead work to support and preserve them from forfeiture. 

In Browngill Sun Vein John Lancaster &c., are driving a Level under the Firestone Sill 
where the Vein is whole, and will occasionally try the same for Ore. John Dryden &c., and 
Thomas Vipond &c., are repairing the Levels. Jas Dickinson &c., are sinking and will soon 
try the Vein for Ore. 

At Browngill Joseph Wanless &c., are sinking into the Great Limestone and will prove the 
Vein shortly. 

At Tynebottom Thomas Archer &c., are driving a Level in the limestone and will soon try 
the Vein. 

Lodgesyke Mine in Teesdale is doing vastly well. The Horse Level which I put in on the 
side of the Mountain is in a proper place, going under the productive part of the Vein, and 
is a very great accommodation to the Mine, by producing a constant stream of water for 
washing the Ore, and by bringing both the Ore and rubbish out at an easy expense. I have 
lett a great number of Bargains at this Mine, at favourable prices, and only one Bargain in 
Dead work. Geo. Tarn &c., are driving the Horse Level. The future prospects are Flattering. 
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Mannergill, Wiregill and Flakebrigg are so poor that they can raise little or no Ore at the 
present reduced prices, and are under trial with as few hands as can support the Leases. 
Middlehope Mine in Weardale is still successful in the new String to the Westward and 
raises a great deal of Ore. I think this Mine and Lodgesyke will be about par this year, tho’ 
the duty at one is much easier than the other. John Johnson &c., are driving in the String 
Eastward jointly with Col. Beaumont’s workmen. In driving about 4 fathoms more the 
String and Vein will be the given distance of 20 yards from each other, when we will be 
quit of them. The String Eastward is not worth a shilling as was prophesised of it; there is 
little or no Ore in it, and it requires £14 per fathom to drive it & I am persuaded when it 
reaches the Boundary they will give it up. Henry Coulthard &c., are driving the Horse 
Level Westward in the said String. 
Ireshopeburn Mine since my last report, Jno. Vipond &c., are driving the Horse Level for 
the relief of the Flatts and Vein in the Great Limestone. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving 
the deep Horse Level. 
The Court are in possession of my son’s plan and Mr. Bainbridge's letter respecting the 
allotments. If the Court intend to enclose and improve their lot I should be glad if they 
would take mine, for I have neither time nor money to bestow upon it. It is of some better 
quality than the Courts and has a fine stream of water in it winter and summer and an 
excellent quarry, which is very convenient for the Company's allotment. I will refer the 
value to the Court or any person or persons they will please to appoint, and will be happy 
to hear from them on the subject, as the time or season now approaches for doing something. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 13 July 1811 

Hon! Masters, 

After viewing the Mines under my care in Alston Moor, Weardale, & Teesdale on the 1%, 
24, & 3" instant I lett the sundry Bargains a list of which is annexed. 

I have taken all the care in my power to curtail the general expense throughout the whole 
works that I might fully meet the Courts wishes in the reduction of prices for raising Ore, 
and which has caused 146 fewer hands in the working list than it contained at Lady Day 
and comparatively speaking there will be little Ore raised this quarter in the Moor and 
Stanhope which are at present the poorest of the works. 

Rampgill is some degree poorer than last quarter and employs fewer hands in consequence 
of the reduced prices, but will raise Ore to advantage, should the lead markets support the 
present price. Caleb Dryden driving in a cross Vein and will shortly meet with Ore to work 
by the Bing. Joseph Blaylock rising into the Vein in the Great Limestone in the same Vein 
and will soon raise Ore. Jacob Peart are driving Deep Level which in time is intended to 
abolish Rampgill engine and we are obliged to drive said Level as it supports a separate 
Lease. 

At Scaleburnmoss mine Ore will be raised which will preserve the mine from loss. Robert 
Barron are driving the Deep Level which drains the mine. Thomas Humble are driving the 
Horse Level under a different Lease of course both are necessary to be pursued. 
Smallcleugh mine is poorer than formerly but will work to advantage Joshua Percival &c., 
are cutting a cross for the discovery of fresh Flatts. George Robinson &c., are driving the 
Deep Level from the engine as the general drain of the mine. 
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Middlecleugh is poor and employs few hands on account of the alterations in Bargains, 
Miles Irwin &c., are driving one of the Horse Levels and Thomas Hewitson &c., another 
one, but are different Leases. 
Garrigill mines are still poor, but no more Dead work goes on but such as is necessary to 
support the different Leases. 
At Browngill Sun Vein John Lancaster &c., are driving the principal Level and Joseph 
Hall &c., are repairing a Level. 
At Tynebottom Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level and Richard Lawthian 
&c., are driving a horse Level in a different Vein. 
I have given up two Leases of the Co.'s mines in the Moor, Cooper Syke Heads Middle 
Vein and Fletcheras Vein, there being no longer any prospect in them. They have always 
appeared in the name of Tynebottom. 
At Browngill Jas Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
At Hangingshaw John Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level and little alteration with either 
this mine or Caplecleugh since my last report. Edward Fawcett &c., are driving the Horse 
Level at the latter. Thomas Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level at Broomsberry, 
which is still under trial. 
Stanhope Mine is much the same as last quarter & I was obliged to give 40/ per Bing for 
the Ore Bargains, otherwise they would not have been wrought 
The Crushing Machine is of great benefit & will make at least 1/5 more of the Ore than the 
common way of washing, for the more stubborn the Ore the more beneficial the machine. 
John Vipond &c., are driving the Horse Level which is a general accommodation for 
bringing out the Ore and rubbish and also working the Flatts in the Limestone. Thos. 
Wilkinson &c., are driving the deep Level to drain the whole Mine and try the Veins in the 
low stratum. 
Lodgesyke Mine is doing well & raises the ore at favourable prices and the Levels being 
in a proper situation, makes the general expense easy. Geo. Tarn &c., are driving the Horse 
Level & John Pinkney &c., are repairing Bingsteads, Knockstones, and Buddles and 
winning stones &c. in wages. 
At Wiregill, Mannergill, & Flakebrigg we are merely driving the necessary Horse Levels 
to preserve the Leases as none of the poor Pickings will work at the reduced prices. 
Middlehope Mine is still doing well and raises a great deal of Ore and especially in that 
part of the String to the Westward which was obtained in the settlement with Col. 
Beaumont, for the East end is very poor on account of the high Mountain coming gradually 
both upon the Vein & String. Jos. Dalkin &c., are cutting a Cross to the Vein in one of the 
upper Stratums. 
Ireshopeburn, is much the same as the last report. John Kidd &c., are driving the Horse 
Level 
Boltshaw mine is still very poor and will always be a losing concern. I have been obliged 
to turn away all the workmen this quarter and send fresh hands from Nenthead. Such a 
parcel of designing men I have seldom met with. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 1 November 1811 


Hon! Masters, 
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Having examined the situation of the sundry Mines under my care on the 14", 15%, & 16% 
I let the Bargains a list of which is annexed. 

The prices for raising the Ore being reduced to 35/ the highest has put it out of any power 
to work many of the poor pickings, of course the number of hands is fewer than last quarter 
and will be fewer every quarter whilst things remain in their present state, as few mines will 
work at the price given. The mining counties are getting into great distress and the people 
flying in all direction for employment and none to assist them but Frederick Hall who 
employs all that go in Derwent and say he will employ a thousand and yet he gets little or 
no Ore. He must be throwing away £20000 a year in that country. At the same time, I 
believe he is making himself rich. 

Rampgill and Scaleburnmoss under the present curtailed mode of working cannot do 
much good, but trust they will be carried on without loss 

At Rampgill Joseph Blaylock &c., are driving the Horse Level under the Great Limestone 
and the Vein looks hopeful. William Hardy &c., are driving in the Vein in an upper stratum 
where Ore will be got shortly by the Bing. Thos. Humble &c., are driving the Horse Level 
to prepare the Vein for raising Ore. Robert Barron &c., are driving a Level in the bottom 
of the Great Limestone as a drain to the mine. 

Smallcleugh mine under the present mode of working will raise Ore to advantage. The 
workings are principally in the Flatts and the Ore of course of superior quality. George 
Robinson &c., are driving the Level from the bottom of the engine in a South direction to 
unwater in process of time, all the Middlecleugh East and West running Veins. 
Middlecleugh is poor and employs few hands, tho’ will be kept from loss, being only one 
Dead Bargain. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh are poor and carries few hands. At the former Thomas 
Cain &c., are driving a Level to relieve the Vein of water in the Great Limestone and will 
shortly raise Ore. John Hall &c., are driving a Level which will in the course of two years 
cut some Veins by the way, bottom the Smallcleugh Engine and prove of great utility. 

At Caplecleugh mine Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level, which embraces 
several valuable objects both cross Veins and East and West ones in very hopeful ground. 
Browngill Sun Vein is poor, the foremost Bargain in the list excepting. This is a fresh 
stratum in which the Vein contains a good deal of Ore, and will prove beneficial to all 
appearance when more of the Vein is laid open. Jas Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse 
Level. The other parts of Garrigill are poor. 

At Tynebottom Richard Lawthain &c., are driving the horse Level and Joseph Wanless 
&c., are driving a Horse Level in a different Vein. Isaac Teasdale are driving the Horse 
Level at Browngill and Thortergill. Jacob Gray &c., are opening and repairing an old 
Level. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss is poor Thomas Walton &c., are driving the Horse 
Level. 

Middlehope Mine raise a great deal of Ore of an excellent quality and has the appearance 
of doing well for years to come. The new String to Westward continues productive, but 
Col. Beaumont’s part Eastward produces nothing. Henry Coulthard &c., are driving the 
Horse Level in the String. Jos. Dalkin &c., are cutting a Cross in one of the upper Stratums 
to try the new String. Ireshopeburn is not much altered since my last report. Jno. Kidd 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. Stanhopeburn Mine is very poor. The workmen cannot 
make wages in the poor Pickings at the price given; and but for the Crushing Machine the 
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mine could not be wrought. Thos. Wilkinson &c., are driving the Horse Level, & Jno. 
Vipond &c., that in the Limestone Flatts. 
Lodgesyke is prosperous. The Ore is good & being raised near the surface makes it of a 
soft kindly nature, and must be productive in Lead; & I sincerely wish the Lead Markets 
were a more pleasant aspect. Jno. Pinkney &c., are driving a Horse Level 23 fathoms 
deeper than the present workings, & when driven to a certain point Sumps will be sunk out 
of the present workings and prove the success of the lower Stratums. Geo. Rain &c., are 
driving a Horse Level in a different part of the Mine. All the other Teesdale Mines are 
poor, & under trial with only a sufficient number of Hands to preserve the Leases from 
forfeiture. There is not any prospect at Boltshaw, & the workmen necessary to preserve 
the Lease are working to no purpose & I should be glad to relinquish that disagreeable 
concern. 
The above (see waste book to 47) is all the Ore of which the Court request to be informed, 
for as there is no time given after the 30 September the miners came out of the mines to 
assist washers in washing up all the Ore against that day, and of course there never will be 
any stock of consequence in future, 
The Court will please to observe that none of the Ore above is in this year’s accounts, but 
will come in 30 September 1812. 

Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 18 January 1812 

Hon! Masters, 

After viewing the Company’s Mines under my care on the 6", 7, & 8", Jan’. I lett the 
Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

Rampgill mine is much in the same state as last report John Hall &c., are driving a Horse 
Level for the support of one of the Leases and which is the only Dead bargain at the said 
mine. 

Scaleburnmoss mine will raise the Ore to advantage Robert Irwin &c., are the only Dead 
bargain and is an intermediate one and will be finished by Ladyday next. 

Smallcleugh mine raises good productive Ore in the Flatts but is very hard and difficult to 
work being altogether got by the use of gunpowder (called blasting) George Robinson &c., 
are sinking a Sump into the Deep Level from the bottom of the engine to accommodate the 
said Level with fresh air which is the general drain to the mine and tho’ at present an 
intermediate Bargain cannot be permitted to stand unoccupied without evidently injuring 
both Smallcleugh and Middlecleugh mines. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor and several parts so much so that they cannot be wrought at the 
present prices. Thomas Hewitson &c., an intermediate Bargain are sinking a Sump for 
fresh air and will probably finish by Ladyday. 

Garrigill mines are still poor but the most hopeful part is Browngill Sun Vein, which is 
now raising Ore pretty well. Anthony Brown &c., is an intermediate Bargain and will finish 
and raise Ore before Ladyday. James Dickinson &c., are driving a Level to cut a fresh 
Vein, and is to prevent one of the Leases from forfeiture. 

At Tynebottom Isaac Teasdale are driving the Horse Level in one of the Veins and is an 
intermediate Bargain, which will be finished by the end of the quarter. Joseph Wanless are 
driving a new Horse Level on the West side of Tyne to cut two Veins and several Flatts in 
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fresh ground in the limestone, which trial covers and supports two Leases, and must go on, 
but is the best object in the Tynebottom Leases, and will I expect raise some very good Ore 
before the end of the year, and although many parts of the Company’s mines raise Ore of a 
very productive quality, yet there is none equal to Tynebottom on the West of Tyne. Jacob 
Gray &c., are at Browngill and Thortergill which are very poor and are opening and 
repairing one of the Levels and is an intermediate Bargain which will be finished before 
Ladyday. But it all supports one of the Garrigill Leases. 

At Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss Thomas Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level 
which both supports the Lease and is an intermediate Bargain but will shortly be finished 
at a certain point of the Vein, when we shall raise Ore. 

Hangingshaw is poor, and Thomas Cain &c., are driving a Level under the limestone in 
some strings and Flatts it is an intermediate Bargain and will soon raise Ore. Robert 
Dickinson &c., are driving a Horse Level at Caplecleugh, which covers the Leases of the 
different Veins. This trial embraces some of the best objects, which we have in the Moor, 
but being at some distance will require time for its accomplishment and they cannot be held 
without pursuing it. 

Lodgesyke Mine goes on prosperously, and the Ore of a famous quality, the poorest 
Pickings in this Mine being softer & better to work than any of the Company’s other Mines, 
I therefore made the highest price 33/ per Bing. Jno. Pinkney &c., are cutting a Cross to 
the Vein in one of the deep Stratums to prove its success. And Geo. Rain &c., are driving 
the deep Horse Level. This being all the Lead Bargains at present, the Mine of course will 
work to great advantage. At Wiregill & Mannergill we are barely preventing the Lease 
from forfeiture, the former will shortly begin again to raise Ore. The deep Level at 
Flakebrigg is now up to the Vein and the Old Man’s work being 3 or 4 fathoms deeper 
than the Level, we are therefore obliged to put in a small Engine under the Level to bring 
us under the old works; we had the wheel & some other materials on the spot, so that the 
expense will not be much and will soon be put to work. 

Middlehope Mine is going vastly well in the new Vein Westward. The agreement with 
Mr. & Mrs. Beaumont was difficult to procure but the reflection of it always produces 
satisfaction in my mind. John Phillipson &c., are driving the upper Level in the new Vein. 
Richard Pears &c., are cutting a Cross to a north String at Boltshaw but it never can 
succeed. Stanhope Mine is poor and no reasonable wages can be made by the workmen 
at the price, but they are unwilling to quit & Flatter themselves times will get a turn. Jno. 
Vipond &c., are driving the upper Level for the Flatts, & Thos. Wilkinson &c., the deep 
one. 

In answer to the Courts letter of the 9th respecting Ireshopeburn mine, I have to state as 
follows. Ist the Bargain has to run till the 30th September 1813. 2nd the number of hands 
now employed as pickmen are 12, which number they are not to exceed, but has the liberty 
to reduce them to 4, but in the summer season they employ not less than 10 men and lads 
to wash the Ore, having so much rubbish in it, it requires many hands to make it clean. 3rd 
my sole and entire reason for letting this Bargain beyond the usual time, and which is the 
only one in the Company’s works, was the universal poverty of the mine and the Company’s 
advantage. Previous to my letting this Bargain the mine stood unwrought a long time on 
account of its poverty, for there was not Ore in it to work it by price of Bing, nor was there 
any object left for fresh trials. I therefore let the Bargain to the present workmen until the 
period above mentioned for which they pay the Company £55 per annum and sell to me the 
Ore at a low market price, the £55 being always reduced off the Ore whatever sum it 
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amounts to, and this mine being a concern of so little moment I therefore concluded it was 
not worth troubling the Court with an explanation of it, but represented it under the usual 
mode of Bargains at other mines. Now the method by which these men make themselves 
and their hirelings wages on this Bargain is the great exertion they use for they work from 
Monday morning to Saturday night, and nearly double the work which is wrought in 
common Bargains and it is as plain as possible the Company could not have wrought this 
mine in the common way without considerable loss, nor will they ever be able to do it after 
this Bargain expires on account of its poverty. After stating these facts to the Court trust, 
they will exculpate me from the most distant intention to do wrong or injure them, but to 
do them good, which has always been the ruling motive of all my transactions in the 
Company’s service. 
Iam &c. Thos. Dodd 


Nenthead 18 April 1812 

The Hon?, the Governor & Co, 

Having viewed the Mines under my care in Teesdale, Weardale & the Moor, on the 24", 
25, & 26" March, I lett the Bargains and have herewith annexed a list. 

I have let every part as low as possible both for Ore and the unavoidable Dead work and 
yet after having offered 38/ a Bing and £10 the ton for Old pickings as I proposed to the 
Court, many of the workmen refuse to take and are unemployed in the moor and several 
who are employed I am afraid will not be able to clear their advance money and other 
charges. Some parts of Rampgill mine raise a good deal of Ore, and will upon the whole 
do well. George Barron are driving the Horse Level and will immediately rise into the 
Vein in the Great Limestone which is above the Level and will raise Ore in the same. 
William Hardy &c., are to drive the same Level when these above are finished. This Vein 
was discovered in driving Rampgill Horse Level and is a whole 1500 or 1600 yards to the 
Southward; it is of considerable strength and looks hopeful. 

On account of the present reduced prices Scaleburnmoss mine employs fewer hands and 
even at 38/ and £10 the poor pickings will not work. Thomas Humble &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. Robert Irwin &c., are sinking into the Vein in the Great Limestone to prove 
its success. 

Smallcleugh mine in some parts of the Flatts raises Ore to advantage, but many of the old 
pickings, not only in this, but also in all the Company’s mines on the Moor, stand 
unwrought for want of higher prices, and may remain so until greater encouragement can 
be given. Should the present depressed state of the lead market last long, it will eventually 
happen that all the best parts of the mine will get exhausted, and the poor parts will stand 
unoccupied for want of price for raising Ore. George Robinson &c., are unfinished. Please 
to see the last report of Smallcleugh mine. 

Middlecleugh mine is so universally poor that scarcely any part can be wrought under the 
present arrangements. Miles Irwin &c., are driving a Level to drain one of the Veins of 
water in the Great Limestone. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh mine labour under similar difficulties with Middlecleugh 
and many others and are so poor that few hands can be employed at the prices given. At 
the former Thomas Cain &c., are driving a Level to drain the Vein in the Great Limestone, 
and will soon be done. And at the latter Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Deep Level, 
which embraces the great trial set forth on the plan, which I left with the Court. This will 
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be a work of considerable time, will require patience and money but the prospect is 
Flattering. Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss mines are poor. Thomas Walton &c., are 
driving the Horse Level and will shortly try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Garrigill mines are all poor, and it is with the utmost difficulty they can be carried on with 
the prices now given, the workmen murmur hard and make poor wages. James Dickinson 
&c., are driving a Level and have cut a fresh Vein, and which will be tried in the limestone 
for Ore. William Armstrong &c., are repairing a Level to prevent utter decay. 
At Tynebottom Richard Lowthian &c., are driving a Level in the Sun Vein where some 
good Ore is procured. Joseph Wanless &c., are driving a Level from the surface to prove 
some strings and Flatts in the limestone. Isaac Teasdale &c., are sinking a Sump will soon 
finish and try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Middlehope Mine is doing well & raises a great deal of fine productive Ore. Jno. Philipson 
&c., are driving an upper Level to prepare the Vein for raising Ore in the upper Stratum 
(such as the Little Limestone and the Coal Sills) in the new String which was the cause of 
the recent contention. Jos. Dalkin &c., are driving the Horse Level in the same String in 
the Great Limestone. Jno. Teasdale &c., are sinking a Sump for the accommodation of air 
and Way Gate. Ireshopeburn is very poor, Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the deep Level. 
Stanhopeburn Mine can scarcely go on under the recent arrangements, being extremely 
poor. Jno. Muse &c., are driving the deep Level, and Jno. Vipond &c., are repairing a shaft 
which is to go into the deep Level. 
Teesdale Mines. Lodgesyke is very successful, and raises a large quantity of good Ore. 
Jos. Spark &c., are driving the upper Horse Level, and which is upon a Level with the 
Principal Body of the Ore, but as much Ore sets down under this Level I therefore put 
forward another Horse Level by Jos. Richardson &c., 22 Fathoms deeper, and when it 
comes exactly under the high Level we shall sink between for the purpose of draining that 
part of the Vein betwixt the two Levels, causing a circulation of fresh air and raising the 
Ore. The other parts of the Teesdale Mines are poor & under trial, but few Men employed. 
At Wiregill Jno. Dixon &c., are driving the Horse Level which will by & by relieve the 
Soles or bottom part of the Vein & raise Ore. Geo. Tarn &c., are driving the deep Level 
for fresh discoveries. Wm. Allinson &c., are in wages at Flakebrigg, where we are fixing 
a small Engine. Please see last report. 
As Mr Bainbridge has the management of the Company’s allotment, I therefore submit it 
to the Courts consideration, whether it would not be advisable for to let him have the 
management of the Tynebottom Estate also. I name this to the Court as it would leave me 
more at liberty to attend the mineral concerns which at this critical juncture require my 
whole attention, but shall always be ready to do everything for the best and the interest of 
the public concerns. I have enclosed a list of the little things at Tynebottom, as they will 
stand at Mayday next and beg the Court will give orders accordingly as Mayday is 
approaching. 
I received the Courts letter of the 9th and have to declare that I had no knowledge of the 
Courts intentions respecting my brother until their resolutions were sent down nor do I 
remember his name being mentioned in the Court from first to last, for if I had known their 
determination I would have remonstrated respecting this matter before the Court. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd. 
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Nenthead 18 July 1812 

The Hon?*, the Governor & Co, 

Having viewed the Mines under my direction, on the 8", 9", & 10" inst., I lett the Bargains, 
a List of which is annexed. 

From the hard times, the general poverty of the mines in the Moor, and wages low, we are 
subject to many difficulties. Rampgill mine is much the same as last quarter but 
Scaleburnmoss is so poor that few places in that mine can be carried on at the prices given. 
At Rampgill George Barron &c., are driving in the Vein which is at present poor but better 
success is expected in a short time. William Hardy &c., are driving the Horse Level under 
the Great Limestone, which prepares the mine for trial. 

At Scaleburnmoss Thomas Humble &c., are driving the Horse Level upon the Great 
Limestone and will shortly sink into the Vein. 

Middlecleugh is so poor that few parts can be wrought at the present low prices. Matthew 
Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level, which is hard and moves slowly. 

The Flatts at Smallcleugh go on pretty well, and raise a considerable quantity of the best 
Ore I almost ever saw, and which must of course prove very productive. George Robinson 
&c., are driving the Deep Level as the common drain to the mine. 

Browngill Sun Vein is much the same as last report. James Dickinson &c., are sinking a 
Sump into the Vein in search of Ore. The other part of Garrigill mines are very poor. At 
Tynebottom Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level. Richard Lowthain &c., are 
sinking a Sump to try the Vein. George Dodd &c., are driving the Horse Level at Browngill 
and Thortergill. 

Hangingshaw and Caplecleugh mines are extremely poor, and can scarcely be wrought at 
the present prices. At the former John Readshaw &c., are driving in the Great Limestone 
to try the Vein and at the latter Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the principal Horse Level 
as a general trial of the several Veins. 

Lodgesyke Mine continues to do well & raise ore to great advantage. Jos. Spark &c., are 
driving the Horse Level in the upper part of the Mine, and Jos. Richardson &c., are driving 
the deep Horse Level, 22 Fathoms under the upper one, and Sumps will be sunk between 
to form a necessary communication for air & for raising the Ore, the principal Body of 
which is found between. Wiregill and Flakebrigg are under trial, & the expense is 
managed as frugally as possible. 

Middlehope Mine is raising Ore vastly well & which is of a productive nature. The famous 
String to the Westward raises by far the greatest proportion of the Ore. I should like to be 
furnished with the Heads of the agreement between the Company and Col. Beaumont. Jos. 
Dalkin &c., are driving the Horse Level westward in the String & Jno. Phillipson &c., are 
sinking a Shaft from the surface, to produce fresh air and prove the Vein in the upper Sills, 
which has not yet been done. Ireshopeburn Mine is not much altered since my last report, 
Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the deep Level. Stanhopeburn Mine is so poor that I am afraid 
we Shall not be able to go on at the prices given for raising Ore. Jos. Rutter &c., are driving 
the deep Level which is very hard and goes slowly. 

Boltshaw Mine remains good for nothing. There is not more than 5 or 6 Bings of Ore 
raised at the Mine this year. The Court no doubt are acquainted with their own reasons for 
continuing this Mine, but they may believe me, it is money thrown away for there is no 
prospect. I have set on trial at Lovelady Shield, in the fresh ground granted by Greenwich 
Hospital to the Gov". & Co. please to see Wm. Teasdale &c., in the list of Bargains. We 
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have four Veins to cut with the said Level in a parallel situation, the whole within the 
distance of 120 fathoms. 
The Court will please order 50 half barrels and 50 quarter barrels of gunpowder C.B. and 
50 half barrels and 150 quarter barrels of F.B. Please to hurry them as we get none 
elsewhere and are almost out. 
I entreat the Court to give me their final answer respecting my brother, that if he is to 
remove he may have time to look out for a situation, and if so the Court, I trust will have 
the goodness to name the reason. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Nenthead 31 October 1812 

The Hon", the Governor & Co, 

Having gone through and viewed the Company’s Mines under my care, on the 15", 16", 
and 17 inst. I lett the Bargains, and have with this transmitted a list of the same. 

The utmost frugality has been attended to in all the mineral operations under my direction 
during the present year, which is now closed & which I am persuaded will turn up to the 
satisfaction of the Court, but at the same time many necessary trials have been avoided on 
account of the strict injunction's we were laid under in the Courts resolutions to produce 
the lead at Market at the prices specified therein. I must therefore apprise the Court that 
except they give me directions to put on a little more Dead work in some of the likeliest 
trials several of the Leases will immediately become forfeited; and except better prices are 
given for the Old pickings one third of the Ore will remain in the mines. In the important 
concern, I will give the Court my best advice and they are at liberty to make what use of it 
they please. 

Almost all Middlecleugh Leases are unprotected also Hangingshaw, one at Broomsberry 
and some in Garrigill. Mannergill and Broken Gill in Teasdale are also unprotected. Now 
by employing about 12 men more on these different parts I could probably preserve them 
all, and be making the necessary trials, and may be some successful ones, but without this 
some of them must be relinquished which would be a difficult matter, seeing the Leases 
throughout are so connected one with another. I would also advise to make the highest 
prices for the Old pickings 40/ per Bing and £10 10s per Ton and at the same time let all 
the best workings in every mine as low as possible which indeed I have done. By pursuing 
this mode some of the poorest of the mines now occupied, on account of their poverty 
would again work good Ore to advantage, and at the same time preserve the Leases without 
Dead work in some parts. I have thus given the Court the best advice I was capable of and 
the mode I would pursue if the mines were my own. 

Rampgill mine is doing well. The cross Vein recently cut in the Horse Level is successful 
and has raised a considerable quantity of Ore this year. Scaleburnmoss is very poor and if 
no better prices are given it will shortly have to be quitted. At Rampgill Jasper Hunter 
&c., are driving a Horse Level, & Christopher Armstrong &c., are driving a Horse Level in 
a different part of the mine, and at Scaleburnmoss Thomas Humble &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh Flatts are going on prosperously, and produce the most productive pure Ore 
I ever saw. It is nearly all lead. John Parker &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Flatts, 
in the most convenient situation that can be imagined the workings being on each side of 
the Level like a street with the houses on either hand. Matthew Cousin &c., are cutting a 
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cross from the Old Level to the Flatts for circulation of fresh air. George Robinson &c., 
are driving the Deep Engine Level, which will one day or other unwater all the 
Middlecleugh Veins under the Great Limestone and make them a new and raise thousands 
of Bings of Ore and until this is accomplished Middlecleugh will do no more good. 
Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level at Middlecleugh. 
At Caplecleugh Robert Dickenson &c., are driving the Horse Level, but those parts of the 
mine which contain Ore cannot be wrought on account of the low prices and the poverty of 
the mine. 
Garrigill mines are poor and Tynebottom also. James Dickinson &c., at Browngill Sun 
Vein are driving the Horse Level and at Tynebottom Richard Lowthain &c., are sinking a 
Sump and Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
At Browngill and Thortergill George Dodd &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlehope Mine is still doing well yet not so successful as the last quarter, but will still 
raise a great quantity of Ore of a very good quality, and to much advantage. Wm. Hall &c., 
are sinking a Shaft from the surface, in the West forehead of the new Vein for the 
accommodation of fresh air through the whole and preparing the Vein for raising Ore in the 
upper Stratums. Jos. Dalkin &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Vein Westward, in the 
successful String obtained in the settlement with Col. Beaumont. John Kidd &c., are 
driving the deep Level at Ireshopeburn. 
Stanhopeburn Mine is extremely poor, and but for the benefit of the Crushing Mill could 
not raise any Ore at the prices given, as it could be washed in the common way. Jno. Muse 
&c., are driving the deep Level which is excessive hard and goes slowly. John Vipond &c., 
are driving the Horse Level in the Flatts. 
Lodgesyke Mine continues prosperous and produce a great quantity of fine Ore. Jas. 
Richardson &c., are driving the deep Horse Level, and when it arrives at a certain point in 
the Vein I intend to sink a Sump between the Levels which will lay the Vein open for trials 
in all the Sills and produce fresh air. 
Wiregill & Flakebrigg Mines are both under trial and it will be some time before we can 
look for profit. Broomsberry Mine is poor and can scarcely be wrought at the price now 
given. Thos. Indian &c., are driving the Horse Level which lays the Vein open for trial in 
the Limestone & Coal Sills. Richard Pears &c., are driving the Vein at Boltshaw to no 
purpose, having no prospect. I have been waiting in expectation for several quarters past, 
that the Court would order me to put an end to this business, and the expense which occurs 
yearly at this worthless place might be applied in making a trial in the Mining Ground 
recently granted to the Court by Lord Darlington. 
I only received the Courts of the 22" inst., and will endeavour to see the parties mentioned, 
who I believe will be well satisfied. 

Iam &. Thomas Dodd. 


Nenthead 9 January 1813 
The Hon?, the Governor & Co, 
After viewing the Company’s Mines under my direction on the 28", 29", & 30", last past, 
I lett the sundry Bargains & have annexed a list thereof. Lodgesyke (which I visited first) 
employs a great number of Hands having many Pickings left in the rear or hindermost parts 
of the Mine. The general workings are not richer than the last quarter, yet will raise a great 
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quantity of Ore to very considerable advantage. Jos. Richardson &c., are driving the 
deepest of the Horse Levels. Jno. Binks &c., are sinking a Sump (or Pit) from the upper 
Level to the deeper one (23 fathoms between) which is intended to cause a circulation of 
fresh air, & lay the Vein open for raising Ore in the Stratums between the Levels. Richard 
Davidson &c., are repairing a Level. Wiregill & Flakebrigg Mines are still under trial & 
shall be conducted on the most economical plan. Jno. Pinkney &c., are driving a Horse 
Level to cut Coldberry Vein, in a proper situation for trial, in the fresh Lease obtained 
from Lord Darlington. Old Levels had been driven many years ago, but I think, very 
improperly. Mr Bainbridge and I corrected some trifling errors in the Draft & have sent it 
to his Lordship’s Attorney to be engrossed. The Court will please to bear it in recollection 
that Coldberry Vein is the same as Lodgesyke. 

Middlehope Mine continues to do well, & is not materially altered since last report, but 
Col. Beaumont’s Mines have been poor for the last year, & I am afraid the composition in 
lieu of Duty will be heavier upon the Company’s Ore. Jos. Dalkin &c., are driving the 
Horse Level westward in the new string which continues successful. Wm. Hall &c., are 
sinking a Shaft and will soon be finished. Please to see last report. 

Ireshopeburn is much the same as last report. Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the deep Level. 
Stanhopeburn Mine continues poor, the two Levels are prodigious hard & move very 
slowly. 

Rampgill mine is doing well in different parts and raising Ore to advantage especially the 
Cross Vein which we last cut in the Horse Level. Jasper Hunter &c., are driving the Level. 
William Armstrong &c., are repairing an old Level. John Stephenson &c., are driving a 
Horse Level in a different branch of the mine. 

Scaleburnmoss mine is not rich and employs few hands on account of the prices being 
low, but is not much loaded with Dead work and will work without loss. Thomas Humble 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh Flatts are successful and raise considerable quantity of Ore, and probably 
none more productive in England. It is a pleasing commodious mine. William Cousin &c., 
are cutting a cross from the Old Vein to the Flatts, to throw a supply of fresh air in the 
workings. John Parker &c., are driving a Horse Level and George Robinson &c., are 
driving the Deep Level from the Engine foot, for reviving all Middlecleugh Veins by 
draining them in the deeper stratums. Please to see last report. 

Middlecleugh Vein are miserably poor and must remain so, until the Smallcleugh engine 
Level (already described) relieve them Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level in 
one of the Veins and Charles Walton &c., are driving a Level in another Vein to preserve 
the Lease. 

Caplecleugh and Hangingshaw mines are both so poor that neither will work at the present 
prices, either by the Bing or Ton. Robert Dickinson &c., are driving a Level, which 
preserves the several Leases from forfeiture, but will shortly be taken to Blackashgill where 
the trials will be shorter and more effectually relieve the same Veins. John Hall &c., are 
driving a Level for the relief of Hangingshaw Cross Vein and fair running Vein, and we are 
obliged to carry on said Level to preserve the Level. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss are very poor, but hope they will do better by and by. 
Thomas Indian &c., are driving the Horse Level, William Teasdale &c., are driving the new 
Level at Lovelady shield but will be sometime before the first Vein will be cut. 

The Garrigill mines are still poor, though Browngill Sun Vein will raise Ore that will 
preserve the same from loss. Jas Dickinson &c., are sinking a Sump to try the Vein in a 
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Flatt. George Dodd &c., are driving the Horse Level at Browngill to preserve the Lease 
from forfeiture and occasionally try the Vein. Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse 
Level at Tynebottom, to prove both the Vein and Flatts, but are yet short of the object. 
Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving a Level to cut one of the Tynebottom Veins, which is by 
way of covering the Lease and to try the same for Ore, and if it does not succeed in the 
course of some months will be relinquished. 
Boltshaw does not offer any better prospect, I have said nothing to Hall’s people as yet for 
there is great confusion in their concerns in that country. The new company began to see 
their error and take in. Their expense must have been enormous, and they are beginning to 
check Frederick in his most unaccountable mining career, which has put him almost mad. 
He raves and swears about like a madman and tells them to break the engines to pieces. I 
will keep a lookout on the business of Boltshaw and if I can make anything out will inform 
the Court. 
I shall conclude with observing to the Court, that in letting all Bargains whatever in their 
Mining concerns, I have gone upon the most frugal plan, both in the Ore Bargains and Dead 
Work, such as IJ trust will prove satisfactory to the Court. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Nenthead 10 April 1813 

The Hon?, the Governor & Co, 

Having visited the workings of the Mines under my care, on the 24", 25", & 26", past, I 
lett the sundry Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

Rampgill mine is successful. The eight foremost Bargains on the list are raising a great 
deal of very excellent Ore. It is a fresh Vein recently cut in the Deep Level and never before 
discovered is whole for about a mile in length and it is certain it might have laid dormant 
for ages had not the Deep Level been driven. What principally causes the success of the 
Vein is the intersection of a number of small strings or feeders passing through the West 
side or Cheek into the Vein as we advance Southward. It is a North South or Cross Vein 
and the strings passing are from Veins which the Governor &c., Company purchased of 
Henry Errington &c., about 12 years ago, this I trust will be a good concern. Joseph 
Wallace &c., are driving the Deep Level which lays the Vein open for raising Ore and 
bringing it out of the mine by horses and wagons. William Armstrong &c., are driving an 
upper Level and sinking Sumps and will sink Sumps occasionally into them for the 
accommodation of air and trying the upper stratums. 

Scaleburnmoss is poor at present and employs few hands. Thomas Humble &c., are 
driving in the Vein in the Great Limestone with expectations of better success. Jacob 
Blaylock &c., are sinking a Sump for air circulation. 

Smallcleugh mine is doing well, though not so rich as it has sometimes been. The Ore 
from the Flatts is of the very best quality. Matthew Cousin &c., are driving a Level to 
furnish the Flatts with a current of fresh air. George Robinson &c., are driving the Deep 
Level from the Engine to drain all the Middlecleugh Veins but it will be three or four years 
before the Level comes up with them and I am confident a great deal of Ore will be got in 
consequence. John Parker &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Flatts. 

Middlecleugh mine is poor and must remain so until the above Level is accomplished. 
Charles Walton &c., are driving a Level to unwater one of the Veins in the Great Limestone. 
Matthew Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level to prepare the Vein for trial. 
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Hangingshaw mine is poor. John Hall &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level. William 
Teasdale &c., are driving the Level at Lovelady shield, but no Veins are yet cut. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss are under trial. Thomas Indian &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 
Browngill Sun Vein employ few hands but by the Ore raised will be preserved from loss. 
Jas Dickinson &c., are sinking to try the Vein. Tynebottom is under trial in different parts 
and will by and by raise more Ore. John Broadwell &c., are sinking to prove the Vein in 
the limestone. Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level and will cut some Flatts in 
the limestone and George Dodd &c., are driving the Horse Level to open the Vein for trial. 
Middlehope Mine employs many Hands & raises a considerable quantity of Ore, but 
several parts require higher prices, as many of the Pickings are getting poorer. Jos. Dalkin 
&c., are driving the Horse Level in the String Westward where the principal body of Ore is 
raised. John Charlton &c., are driving the Horse Level Eastward in the old Vein & is 
excessive hard. Ireshopeburn Mine is prodigious poor and almost done. Jno. Kidd &c., 
are driving the deep Level. There is little alteration with Stanhopeburn Mine since my 
last report. Jno. Vipond &c., are driving the upper Horse Level, to prepare the Flatts, which 
are poor, for raising Ore. Geo. Hill, &c., are driving the deep Level which is remarkable 
hard and moves slowly and has not yet cut the first strong Vein, of which there are two or 
three. 
Lodgesyke Mine is raising a great deal of Ore though not richer than formerly, but employs 
many Hands in raising Ore and will do well. Jos. Richardson &c., are driving the deep 
Horse Level, and Jno. Binks &c., are sinking a Sump from the upper Level to the deep one, 
which will drain the water from the Vein and enable us to raise a good deal of Ore between 
the two Levels. 
Wiregill, Flakebrigg, & Coldberry are all under trial, and will require both patience and 
money to accomplish them, but the prospects are fair and will I trust in due time do well. 
Black Ashgill Mine which I have minutely examined is left by the late company in a 
ruinous state, and will be some time before the sundry parts of this mine can be repaired 
and put into a regular working state, but the principal inducement for engaging with this 
mine is its connection with the Greenwich Hospital part or North End of said mine called 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein a large field and a good prospect. And in process of time I trust 
Black Ashgill will refund the expense the Company may be at, for the Lease contains 
several hopeful Veins. John Elliot &c., are driving the Horse Level left off by the old 
company Southward which will in future try the Eastmost and most likely Veins. John 
Vipond &c., are repairing a Level and building a shop or workhouse at the Level mouth for 
the accommodation of the mine. Robert Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level 
Northward into the Greenwich Hospital liberty which will be to prove about 80 fathoms 
and Sumps to sink by the way for air, before we come to any object, or raise any Ore of 
consequence; after that I believe we shall do well. I think before both Manors are put into 
a fair situation for working it will cost us £1,000 besides the purchase. 
Boltshaw is still the same good for nothing. I have met with no favourable opportunity of 
learning whether or not it could be disposed of. 
Yesterday Mr Bainbridge brought me the copy of agreement between the Company and 
Col. Beaumont and I will on Monday next go upon the business of the plan with Col. 
Beaumont’s agent. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 
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Nenthead 10 July 1813 

The Hon?*, the Governor & Co, 

After examining the Governor & Company’s Mines under my care on the 24", 25", and 
26", past I lett the Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

Rampgill Cross Vein recently cut in the Horse Level and the proposal for which is dated 
30th May 1811, is raising a large quantity of Ore at low prices (please to see the last report) 
but we shall not be able to get it all washed up against the 30th September the washing 
place being too confined of course the unwashed on that date will go onto 1814. Hugh 
Spotswood &c., are driving the Horse Level Eastward where more cross Veins are to cut 
and as the Great Limestone is unexplored may be of consequence, for if the Deep Horse 
Level had not been driven the successful Vein would never been discovered. Jas Armstrong 
&c., are driving the Horse Level in the cross Vein under the Great Limestone in the best 
situation possible as all the Ore is got immediately above the roof of the Level. William 
Roddam &c., are driving a Level in the Little Limestone 20 fathoms above the other and 
will occasionally sink between for a circulation of fresh air, and prove the Vein in the same. 
Scaleburnmoss mine has varied little since last report. Jacob Blaylock &c., are sinking 
into the Vein in the Great Limestone and when finished will raise Ore. Thomas Humble 
&c., are rising and sinking for the convenience of air and will shortly raise Ore. 
Smallcleugh mine is raising most excellent Ore from the Flatts and to considerable 
advantage. John Parker &c., are driving the Horse Level in the midst of the Flatts and is 
very hard. Matthew Cousin &c., are driving a Level over the Flatts, and when it arrives at 
a certain point, they will sink into the workings for fresh air, and will prove a general 
accommodation through the mine. George Robinson &c., are driving the Deep Level from 
the Engine to drain the Middlecleugh Veins. (Please to see last report) Those parts of 
Middlecleugh Vein which are free from water are so poor that nothing can be done in them 
at the present low prices, but barely to preserve the Lease from forfeiture. Henry Cowing 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Garrigill mines are poor. George Dodd, Thomas Archer and Robert Hallam &c., are all 
upon trials; the two former of which will soon be finished and raise some Ore and the latter 
will soon make the trial satisfactory, so as either to raise Ore, or give up the Lease which is 
Coopers Dyke Heads Vein. 

Lovelady shield mines or Veins are not yet cut in the Level. 

At Broomsberry William Allinson &c., are sinking into the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Hangingshaw mine is poor. John Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level. Robert Dickinson 
&c., are driving the Horse Level at Middlecleugh Cross Vein, which trial is connected 
with Blackashgill. Please to see last report on the subject. John Elliot &c., are repairing 
the Horse Level and John Vipond &c., are repairing the Engine Shaft wheel. 

Lodgesyke Mine is not quite so good this quarter as formerly, tho’ employs many Hands 
and raises a great deal of Ore of good quality, but not well washed, which I have already 
expressed to the Court. Jos. Richardson &c., are driving the deep Horse Level and Jno. 
Binks &c., are sinking a Sump between this and the upper Level, which is to accommodate 
the Mine with fresh air, and raise Ore in the deeper stratums. Coldberry, Wiregill, and 
Flakebrigg Mines are all under trial by the respective partnerships attached to them on the 
list. 

Middlehope Mine continues to raise a good deal of fine Ore, not so productive this quarter 
as before, except in the two foremost Bargains in the List, which is in the Old Vein 
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Eastward, & which I named to the Court in my letter on the 22™4 May last. Jos. Dalkin &c., 
are driving the Horse Level Westward & Geo. Wilson &c., are rising into the Little 
Limestone in the New String to try the Vein. 

Ireshopeburn Mine is almost finished is expensive poor & cannot go on much longer. 
Jno. Kidd &c., are driving the deep Level. 

On the 29th past I was in Boltshaw mine, and am very sorry to sat there is not one prospect 
left there; and I have had no opportunity of sounding any of Hall’s people about Boltshaw, 
as that concern is likely to fall to prices. They have been throwing away money very fast 
indeed and I have no doubt all my predictions will be fulfilled respecting that business. 
Five or six of the new Company have been down from London, who have banished Hall 
from all management in their concerns. However, it is as plain as possible that perseverance 
in that concern must be attended with heavy losses, for I am positive all the mines in that 
country are not worth a shilling. 

Stanhope Mine is poor, and some parts still under trial, Wm. Metcalf &c., are cutting a 
Cross from the Old Shaft, and will sink into the Horse Level in the Flatts, where the Ore is 
got. 

I have received the Courts of the Ist inst. and agreeable to their orders have put up an 
advertisement for a fresh letting of the Levels and Whimseys, and with this have transmitted 
the proposals to the Court. As the undertakers said nothing to me of their hardships until 
their time was expired I thought I would take no notice of it until that period, nor did I 
expect the Court intended to make fresh lettings every year, as it must be attended with the 
utmost confusion, for the Court must know that every fresh undertaking must necessarily 
provide Horses, Harness and Provender when they engage (which many that propose cannot 
do) and then all is to part with against the end of the year, and our business must remain in 
a perplexed state whilst this mode continues. 

When the Court fixes upon the fresh undertakers they will have the goodness to send down 
the names and the proposals, as their time will end on the 25th June 1814. I have sent a 
copy of the advertisement for the Moor to the Court and Weardale and Teesdale ones were 
similar. Jam &c. Thomas Dodd 

Nenthead 6 November 1813 

The Hon", the Governor & Co, 

I have viewed the Company’s Mines under my care, & on the 6", 7, & 8" past I lett the 
sundry Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

Rampgill mine is successful and still raising a great deal of quality Ore, and the principle 
part at low prices. Jas Armstrong &c., are driving the Horse Level as preparation to raising 
the Ore. Hugh Spotswood &c., are rising into the Vein in the Great Limestone. It is a fresh 
Vein cut about a month ago in the Horse Level at a short distance from the successful Vein 
and likely for raising Ore and which during this quarter will be proved in two different 
places. William Roddam &c., are driving a Level in the Little Limestone 16 fathoms above 
the Horse Level and will occasionally sink between for a communication of fresh air and 
try the Vein in the Little Limestone. John Thompson &c., are cutting a cross in the 
limestone from the old Vein to the new one and in a short time prove its success. 
Scaleburnmoss Mine is much the same as last report. Thomas Humble &c., are driving in 
the Vein in the limestone where I expect Ore will shortly be raised being the same Vein as 
Rampgill the successful Vein is bearing away Northward. Jacob Blaylock &c., are driving 
the Horse Level. 
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Smallcleugh is still doing well and raises the most beautiful and productive Ore I ever saw. 
John Parker &c., are driving the Horse Level. Matthew Cousin &c., are sinking into the 
Flatts for fresh air and Jos Spark &c., are driving the Engine Level, as the common drain 
of several mines. 

Middlecleugh mine is doing nothing except two places under trial, to preserve the Leases 
from Forfeiture. 

Garrigill mines are prodigious poor and employ few hands. William Elliot &c., at 
Browngill Sun Vein are driving a Level in the Little Limestone, to take the water off the 
Vein in the upper stratums, where some Ore will be got. At Tynebottom Jas Dickinson 
&c., are sinking a shaft from the surface to try the Flatts and Vein in what is called the 
Tynebottom Limestone. Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse Level and Jos 
Hetherington &c., are sinking to prove the Vein in deep strata called the Four Fathom 
Limestone. 

John Hall &c., are driving a Level at Hangingshaws to get at the bottom of Smallcleugh 
Engine and put an end to a considerable annual expenditure and prove the means of getting 
Ore in different Veins when accomplished. 

At Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss John Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
The mine is poor. 

Lovelady shield is under trial. William Teasdale &c., are driving the Level, one Vein is 
cut of a bad complexion, of course we are driving to another about 25 fathoms distant. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein connected with the new trials at Blackashgill. Robert 
Dickinson &c., are driving the Horse Level Northwards, which will prepare the Vein for 
raising Ore in the Greenwich Hospital liberty and George Oliver &c., are opening an Old 
Level Southwards. 

At Blackashgill John Vipond &c., are driving the Horse Level by the side of the Vein and 
will occasionally sink into the Great Limestone in search of Ore. John Elliot &c., are 
driving a Level from the surface to try some different Veins under the same Lease, and 
those places will be expensive for some time before trials can be made. 

Lodgesyke is still raising a great deal of Ore, & is on a proper easy plan for working, the 
Levels in proper situations, but the Vein carries a soft heavy Rider (that is a large Mineral 
part exclusive of the Ore) which consumes a great quantity of timber to support the Levels 
& workings, & is such a width as renders the whole situation dangerous, and requires 
attention & skill to carry on the Mine. Jos. Richardson &c., are driving the deep Horse 
Level & Jno. Binks &c., are sinking a Sump between the two Levels. Please to see last 
report on this subject. Wiregill is now beginning to raise Ore again, the Soles being 
relieved of water by the Low Level. Geo. Tarn &c., are driving the Low Level & Jno. 
Nixon &c., are driving the Level for the more effectual relief of the Soles & the Vein to the 
Eastward, where the ground is unexplored. We are beginning to get a little Ore at Coldberry 
new trial. Jno. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level. Flakebrigg is still under trial & 
will yet require time to carry that trial into effect, but I think it a proper one. Jon. Morton 
&c., are driving a Level from the surface to carry the water on to the Engine Wheel. 
Middlehope Mine is doing well, raises good Ore & of course working to considerable 
advantage. Jos. Dalkin &c., are driving the Horse Level. Jon. Lowes &c., are cutting a 
Cross to prove the Vein in the Little Limestone in whole ground. Thos. Hudson &c., are 
sinking into the Great Limestone in the Vein & will shortly raise Ore by the Bing. 
Stanhope Mine is still poor, & can scarce go on at the prices given. Jos. Collingwood &c., 
are driving a Level in the side of the Flatts & tries them occasionally. Wm. Medcalfe &c., 
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are sinking a Sump into the Vein recently cut in the deep Level, & will by & by prove the 
Vein. 
Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Nenthead 15 January 1814 

The Hon?*, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs, After viewing the sundry Mines under my care and management on the 5", 6", & 7%, 
January, I lett the Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

The mines in general are much poorer this quarter than the last and are all let as low as their 
situations and present state will admit of both the Ore and Dead Bargains. 

Rampgill mine raises a good deal of Ore, but a cross Vein from the East having passed 
through the forehead of the successful Vein has injured the mine considerably. 

Hugh Spotswood &c., are driving the Horse Level Eastward to cut some more North South 
Veins, which are before them. William Roddam &c., are driving an upper Level above the 
Horse Level and sink between for communication of fresh air, and try the Veins in the upper 
stratums. William Pouten &c., are driving the Horse Level Southward, which prepares the 
Vein for raising Ore. 

Scaleburnmoss mine is much excavated and very poor and indeed except times will admit 
of giving higher prices both for this and several other mines, they cannot be wrought, now 
the Ore raised, for during the last three or four years the prices have been lower than usual 
and all the best parts of the mine have been cut out, and except better prices are given for 
the old exhausted workings they will have to be relinquished. Thomas Humble &c., are 
sinking a Sump into the Great Limestone in the Vein, and will soon finish. Jacob Blaylock 
&c., are sinking into the Vein in a different part in search of Ore in the Great Limestone. 
Smallcleugh mine is much the same as last report, raises a considerable quantity of fine 
productive Ore (in fact the best I ever saw) and upon the whole doing well. John Parker 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. Robert Wharton &c., are sinking into the Flatts in fresh 
ground, and will soon be at Ore. Joseph Spark &c., are driving the Deep Level from the 
Engine bottom as the common drain of Smallcleugh and Middlecleugh Veins. George 
Robinson &c., are cutting a cross Vein in the Great Limestone. 

Middlecleugh mine can be of little consequence until the Deep Level going from the 
bottom of Smallcleugh Engine cut the several Veins under the Great Limestone to draw 
them of water. Matthew Chester &c., are sinking a Sump from higher to the Horse Level 
to raise a circulation of air, and prove the Vein in the Little Coal Sills. 

Garrigill mines are excessive poor, and several trials on hand. At Browngill Sun Vein 
John Lancaster &c., are driving a Level to drain the mine of water, where some Ore will be 
got when finished. 

The Tynebottom mines are still poor and different parts are under trial. Thomas archer 
&c., are driving a Level to the Flatts where we expect to meet some Ore. Joseph 
Hetherington &c., are sinking into the Four Fathom Limestone and will shortly make a trial 
of the Vein. Jas Dickinson &c., are sinking for a Flatt in a different part. 

Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse Level at Browngill and Thortergill. 
Blackashgill and Middlecleugh Cross Vein must remain under trial for some time to 
come, but the latter, which is a favourable prospect, will raise Ore before the expiration of 
the present year. John Vipond, John Elliott and Robert Dickinson &c., are all driving Horse 
Levels in different parts. 
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Lovelady shield is under trial. The first Vein has been met in the Level and has a bad 
appearance and William Teasdale &c., are driving said Level to cut another Vein at a 
distance of about 25 fathoms from the former. 
Gudhamegillmoss is poor but raises some Ore and expect this mine will do better by and 
by. John Richardson &c., are sinking a Sump into the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
Lodgesyke Mine is rather poorer than when the Michaelmas Bargains were lett, tho’ will 
raise a great deal of Ore to considerable advantage. Cuth. Fairless &c., are driving the Horse 
Level, & Thos. Lee &c., are boring a Sump between the two Levels, and will be sunk to 
relive the Vein of water & try the Vein, where no doubt much Ore will be raised, and at 
lower prices when the water is drained off the Vein. 
Coldberry, Wiregill, & Flakebrigg are still under trial. Tho, some of them hopeful ones. 
Jno. Pinkney &c., are driving the Horse Level, at Wiregill Geo. Tarn &c., are driving the 
deep Horse Level, and John Nixon &c., an upper one to bring the water off the Vein. 
Flakebrigg is a hopeful trial Jon. Morton &c., are driving a Level to convey the water in the 
Engine Wheel. 
Middlehope Mine is poorer than last quarter tho’ raises a considerable quantity of Ore, 
Thos. Hudson &c., are working a Sump into the Great Limestone, Jos. Dalkin &c., are 
driving the Horse Level in the new String to the Westward to prepare the Vein for raising 
the Ore. 
Stanhope tho’ poor continues to raise Ore in the Flatts, Jos. Collingwood &c., are driving 
the Horse Level for the benefit of the Flatt Workings. 
We are in want of gunpowder and none has yet appeared from London. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


General Report of the Teesdale Mines 1“ April 1814 
Flakebridge Mine The object of the present working this Mine is by sinking a Shaft with 
the help of an Engine to try the Strata at a low horizon than they had been able to get at in 
the former workings, the lower parts of which are reported to have been left rich. The 
Engine Shaft is already sunk 12 Fathoms and is proposed to be sunk 3 fathoms further from 
which Random a Cross Cut Northwards of about 10 or 12 fathoms will have to be made to 
get under the old Workings in the Vein, when the objects of this trial may be expected to 
be in some measure ascertained, and which it is calculated may be completed during the 
present quarter should no unforeseen obstacle intervene. 

Wiregill High Level. This Level has been driving with the joint view to try the Vein, 
(which was successful in the upper Strata) at a lower Random, and to relieve the forehead 
of an upper Level, which was left with Ore in it although not rich, and which they were 
unable to prosecute on account of water & want of air, & also to try a new Cross Vein 
which was discovered at the forehead of the Old Workings and appeared promising but 
which from the same cause they were able to prove. The Level has now been driven in the 
Vein at this lower Random in a bearing Sill for about 200 fathoms on an average from 4 to 
7 fathoms below the bottom of the Old Workings immediately beneath the richest part of 
the Old Mine but totally without success, and at the present forehead there is hardly the 
appearance of a Vein. It is therefore a fair conclusion that the Vein (which I find is 


a2 


characteristic of most of the Teesdale Veins) although very productive in the higher Sills, 
is not sufficiently strong to carry it down at a lower Random, & from the length of the trial 
made already to ascertain this point, the first object of the trial may be pronounced to have 
entirely failed. To arrive at the second object Viz., to relieve the forehead of the Old 
Workings about 130 fathoms will yet have to be driven which at a moderate computation 
will cost not less than £1500, and require 6 or 7 years to complete it. As it has been already 
proved that the Wiregill Vein will not bear at a very low Random, & as by putting down a 
Shaft which may be done for about £200 the forehead of the Old Level can be relieved & 
the Cross Vein tried at the Random of the upper Level which appears to be as low as is 
valuable. It is the joint opinion of Mr Joshua Stagg Sen’, Mr Millican, Mr Little and myself 
that it will be most the Company’s interest to discontinue the present Level, and by sinking 
the Shaft in question to come at the only remaining object of the trial at a much earlier 
period & a saving of 1200 Or 1300 expense on this subject the Court will please to give me 
their immediate instructions, that in the event of it being viewed by them in the light I see 
it the working of the Level may be discontinued and the sinking of the Shaft substitute be 
in lieu of it. 

Low Level the objects in driving this Level are to cut on the Wiregill Liberties at a Low 
Random. First East Rake Vein which has been cut, but as its appearance was not promising 
in crossing the Level it has not been further tried. Second Mannergill South Vein, which 
was productive on the Mannergill side and is expected to be cut in a few Fathoms driving. 
Thirdly West Rake Vein which was productive in that Liberty. Fourthly Flakebrigg Vein 
which is the same Vein that has been wrought at Flakebrigg, Mannergill & Lodgesyke with 
very great success and is that part of the Vein lying between Flakebrigg and Mannergill 
boundaries where it will be cut by this Level in a very favourable part of ground. 

Fifthly the High Wiregill Vein which at the High Level was successful, and lastly to 
discover any other Vein which may cross the line of the Levels direction. This Level is 
going at a very low Random, and will completely unwater and throw open a large field of 
each of those hitherto successful Veins should they be found productive within the range 
of this Level. The present forehead is driving in a strong and very hard hazel Sill it has 
already been driven about 380 fathoms and has still to be driven about 400 fathoms further, 
before the last of the above objects is attained. It cannot be estimated that this trial from its 
commencement to its termination will cost less than £10,000. It is however a trial of that 
magnitude and promise which bids fair to open a lasting and advantageous Mining field in 
that part of Teesdale. 

Lodgesyke Mine. This Mine is at present very good at the forehead of the High Level, and 
as there is now on it all the weight of the sill through which the Vein is passing the prospect 
is very Flattering that it may continue an advantageous Mine, the Ore raised during the half 
year ending Lady Day inst., is computed to be about 2300 Bings and from its present 
appearance we calculate it may probably raise 3000 Bings more from this period to the 30" 
Sept. next. A Level is driving at this Mine at a lower Random to unwater the upper 
workings and prove the lower sills, it is of the utmost importance to give every possible 
dispatch to the driving of the Level, as for want of it there is an expense incurred in pumping 
the present workings to the amount of £500 per annum. I trust therefore the Court will see 
the propriety of having as many men employed in driving this Level as can work it with 
advantage. Finding on the survey that by cutting about 14 fathoms a Cross from this Level 
forehead which will cost about £80 and boring from the upper Level to this Cross Cut, the 
pumps could be relieved to the amount of £400 per annum I did not hesitate to let this cross 
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cut to be wrought day and night until it is completed which I doubt not the Court will 
approve. 
Coldberry Mine. This Level is driving with a view to cut Lodgesyke Vein (which is at 
present so productive) in the Coldberry Liberty, as there seems to be considerable doubt 
about the range of this Vein on the Coldberry side and consequent uncertainty in the driving 
of this Level, and as a Hush can be made across the ground where it is expected the Veins 
will pass, at an expense of £15 which by boring the strata must discover its exact situation 
and consequently enable us to make this trial with greater precision and come at its object 
with probably a great easing of expense, I did not scruple to contract for the performance 
of this work. 
East & West Rake Mines. There are no men employed in these workings prior to these 
mines being undertaken by the Company the lower parts of the ground throughout which 
the Veins pass had been successfully wrought by another Mining Company and they had 
gone down as far in the Strata, as an Engine would enable them to do, this part of these 
mines is considered to have been fully tried by them, the upper or more Mountainous part 
of the Vein was tried by the Company since their entrance on this Tack, but shortly given 
up as the Veins were found in rising the Hill to fly into Strings and were consequently 
totally unproductive & Joshua Stagg Sen" does not consider these Veins worth further trial 
in this Liberty. 
Brokergill Mine This mine is at present unwrought, three Veins, each of which were very 
productive in parts of the adjoining Liberty of Pikelaw, are known to run through the ground 
within this Lease, one of them only has been tried by the Company which raised some Ore 
but became poor in rising the Hill In a lower ground being in the Lease through which this 
Vein runs the trial of it was discontinued. The other two Veins have never been explored 
within the boundary. It must be remarked that the Veins in question, although very rich in 
part of the adjoining liberty of Pikelaw became poor before they reached the Company’s 
liberty of Pikelaw & the richness of one of them at Pikelaw was attributed to the intersection 
of a Cross Vein, the other Veins had no such Intersection, and as it has to pass through the 
same strata (the Limestone) in the Company’s ground in which it was productive at 
Pikelaws Joshua Stagg Sen" thinks it worth an easy trial which might be made by running 
a Hush across the ground to discover the exact situation of these Veins & then putting in a 
flank Level to cut them with the shortest possible Mine in the Sill where they may be 
expected to bear Ore. I understand from Mr Baines that an application has been made for 
this ground on the part of a small Mining Company in the event of its being discontinued 
by the Company. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead 16 April 1814 

The Hon", the Governor & Co, 

Sirs, Having viewed the sundry mines under my care, on the 30 & 31% of March I lett the 
Bargains, a list of which I have transmitted to the Court. 

I have given 44/ per Bing for the poorest of the old pickings by way of supporting some of 
the Leases, and raising Ore which could not otherwise be obtained, and trust it will meet 
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with the Courts approbation, the proportion of the Ore raised will be very small compared 
with the quantity at the lowest prices. 

In my report of Rampgill mine on the 15th January last informed the Court that a Cross 
Vein had passed through the leading forehead of the successful Vein which has injured the 
same considerably and am sorry to say the bad effects of the intruding Vein still continues. 
It has broke the good Vein into loose unconnected Sumps of limestone and rider, of course 
rendered the whole far too strong, and cut out the Ore. The rear or backward workings raise 
a considerable quantity of Ore and especially at the lowest prices in the list. Thomas 
Hewitson &c., are raising into the limestone in the Vein in the forehead in expectation of 
meeting with a more favourable part of Ore as we cannot think of quitting until every effort 
is used to recover the success of said Vein. Hugh Spotswood &c., are driving the Horse 
Level in the Sun Vein to prepare the same for the raising of Ore. Matthew Hall &c., are 
driving a Horse Level in a different Vein to preserve the Lease from forfeiture and will try 
the same for Ore. John Elliot &c., are driving an upper Level upon the Little Limestone 
which stratum and the Coal sills are unexplored in the successful Vein and by sinking into 
the same occasionally from the Level expect we shall raise a great deal of Ore. 
Scaleburnmoss is poor, though will raise Ore without loss. Thomas Humble &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh continues to do well in the Flatts and the Ore retains its most excellent quality. 
Joseph Spark &c., are driving the Deep Level, which is the common drain to the mine and 
also intended to bring the water off all the Middlecleugh Veins. Jacob Blaylock &c., are 
driving a Level above the Flatts which is to prove a constant source of fresh air by 
occasionally sinking from said Level into Flatts. George Robinson &c., are sinking a Sump 
into the limestone and the Vein in a fresh part in search of Ore. 

Middlecleugh mine is extremely poor, and must remain so until the Deep Level comes up 
from Smallcleugh, to cut and unwater these Veins in fresh ground in a deeper situation, 
where a great deal of Ore will be raised. We are therefore obliged to do something in the 
meantime to support the Lease of Middlecleugh Veins until the Level comes up to the 
Veins, which will be four or five years in accomplishing, but the trial is a good one and 
cannot fail to succeed. Matthew Chester &c., are sinking a Sump from a high Level to 
furnish one of the Veins with air and William Cowing &c., are driving an upper Level 
where some Ore will be got. They are both for the preservation of the Lease. 
Hangingshaw Cross Vein is poor at present John Hall &c., are repairing the Level, which 
in certain parts is gone into decay. The Lease contains several hopeful trials but till the 
Level is repaired and other necessary jobs done, cannot be carried into execution. 
Middlehope Mine is become extensive as a great deal of both the Old & New Vein is laid 
open & employs many Hands, but several parts are poor & become pickings, tho’ the 
leading workings are still successful, on the whole will raise a considerable quantity of Ore 
to great advantage. Jos. Dalkin are driving the Horse Level Westward in the New Vein. 
Peter Hutchinson &c., are rising in the Vein to accommodate the other workings above with 
fresh air, will soon be done and raise Ore. Thomas Hudson &c., are sinking a Sump under 
the Horse Level where in all probability an Engine will have to be erected, to enable us to 
take out a large lode of Ore left under the Level, where the Old and New Veins form a 
junction, and there is no other means left of prosecuting it. Henry Coulthard &c., are driving 
an upper Level, & —_ Brown &c., are sinking a Sump from the upper to the lower Level to 
accommodate the mine with fresh air and other conveniences. 
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Lovelady shield is under trial and must remain so for some time to come William Teasdale 
&c., are driving the Level for the discovery of more Veins. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss is poor and much altered since last report, John 
Richardson &c., are cutting a cross to the Vein and will shortly try the same in the Great 
Limestone. 
Ireshopeburn Mine is so poor that the Vein cannot be wrought under 50/ per Bing and as 
it is almost finished, there is no Dead Work upon the Mine, and I thought I had better pick 
out what Ore can be got while the Waygates are open. 
Garrigill and Tynebottom are all very poor and several parts under trial. Adam Walton 
&c., are driving the Horse Level, which goes direct into the Flatts and will try the same for 
Ore. Joseph Hall &c., are driving a Horse Level to try the Vein in fresh ground. Joseph 
Hetherington &c., are sinking a Sump into Four Fathom Limestone, and will prove the 
success of the Vein shortly. Joseph Dickinson &c., are cutting a cross to try the Flatts in 
unexplored ground. Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse Level to open the Vein for 
trial. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein connected with Blackashgill labours under very heavy expense 
at this time cannot be avoided, but in a short time we shall raise Ore in the Vein. Robert 
Dickinson &c., are sinking a Sump into the Great Limestone and in two months time will 
be in the Vein which cannot fail of producing Ore. Jonathan Houps &c., are driving a Horse 
Level from the Northernmost boundary of said Vein, to relieve the Vein of water. George 
Oliver &c., are driving an upper Level to form a communication with the above Level by 
sinking between. 
Blackashgill John Vipond &c., are driving the Horse Level in the South end of 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein, but in the liberty of the manorial ground which the Court hold 
of Mr Dickinson granted at the same time the Lease of Middlecleugh Cross Vein was 
obtained of Greenwich Hospital. The Vein is the same but in two different manors the one 
called Middlecleugh Cross Vein and the other Blackashgill. John Elliott &c., are driving a 
Horse Level to try a Vein in an adjacent part of the manor of Blackashgill. 
Stanhopeburn is so poor that no partnerships will work under the highest price. Jos. 
Collingwood &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Flatts as a general accommodation to 
the Mine where the Ore is raised. 
I have thus taken all possible pains to arrange every part of the Company’s Mineral 
Concerns under my care in the best manner I am capable to render the whole successful. 
Does the Court mean when they say J French is appointed their wood agent on the usual 
terms, that his salary is to be £100 a year together with expenses? Please to name it. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


General Report of the Teesdale Mines 4" July 1814 
Flakebridge Mine. The Engine shaft sinking to try the Strata below the Old workings has 
been completed during the last quarter the Crosscut to the Vein is now prosecuting, and the 
Vein is expected to be cut by it in a few weeks. 

Wiregill High Level. We are opening out the leading part of the Old Level to enable us to 
judge the best mode of sinking the proposed shaft. This was necessary for the purpose of 
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obtaining accurate Dialings for the setting on of the Shaft as well as to ascertain whether 
the unwatering of the workings could be effected after the sinking of the shaft without the 
lower level being brought up, and as these workings would have been to open out at any 
rate to cause a circulation of air in the event of the lower Level being continued, we judged 
it proper by opening them out now to prevent the possibility of disappointment in our 
proposed plan of sinking shafts to try the Vein forward in the upper workings prior to the 
continuation of the Level. We expect to complete the opening out of these workings very 
shortly, when we shall be enabled to come to a certain conclusion as to the best future mode 
of prosecuting this trial, which we still of opinion will be by sinking the Shaft as proposed 
last quarter provided no obstacle occurs on our getting into the workings in question to 
prevent its practicability. 
Wiregill Low Level. This Level continues to be driven under exactly similar 
circumstances as when the last quarterly report was given 
Lodgesyke. This Mine is somewhat poorer than at letting of the last quarterly Bargains, 
the prices, however, the Court will observe, have undergone very little alteration we 
calculate that about 100 Bings of Ore have been raised during the last quarter. The Cross 
cut undertaken last quarter for the purpose of unwatering the upper working and thereby 
getting quit of the pumps which have been costing o heavy an annual sum has been 
prosecuted with the utmost vigour, and we are now sinking from the upper workings to 
meet it, which when completed will enable us to set aside pumps to the amount of £400 per 
annum, and also air the low level. We entertain sanguine hopes of accomplishing these 
desirable objects during the present quarter. 
Coldberry. By the Hush set on last quarter this Vein has been discovered, and we have in 
consequence turned the direction of the Level to cut the Vein much earlier than it would 
have been done by its former range, and also contracted with a partnership for £5 to cut it 
by a Level near the Hush which will enable us to try it at a very easy expense, and at a 
considerable lower part of the Strata. We have now every reason to hope that this Trial will 
be brought to a conclusion shortly, and as we have met with some very fine specimens of 
Ore in the Hush we also hope to find a productive Mine in cutting the Vein. 
Brockergill Mr Baines Lord Darlington’s agent having by a written document guaranteed 
the Company the Renewal of the Lease of this Mine, and also authorised us to continue the 
Trial, we have opened out an Old Level, & have commenced the Trial of this Mine, as was 
proposed in my letter the 25" April last. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead 16 July 1814 

The Hon?*, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. Having viewed the Company’s Mines under my care on July 1* & 2"T let the sundry 
Bargains annexed. 

Rampgill mine continues to raise a considerable quantity of Ore and in many of the 
workings at favourable prices, but am sorry to say the leading forehead continues in a Dead 
state. Thomas Hewitson &c., driving the forehead with an expectation of better success 
from some lively productive parts intersecting the Dead part of the Vein and reviving it 
again. John Elliot &c., are driving a Level in the upper part of the mine to prepare the upper 
stratums for raising Ore by occasionally sinking into them. Hugh Spotswood &c., are 
driving the Deep Horse Level in what is called in the book of proposals Rampgill Sun Vein. 
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Scaleburnmoss mine is poor and employs few hands in consequence of the prices now 
given not being adequate to raise the Ore in the Old workings the principal of the Ore having 
been cut out. Thomas Humble &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level in the solid limestone, 
which is prodigious, hard. 
Smallcleugh Flatts are not materially altered since my last report the Ore is vastly good in 
nature, and the Bargains at the lowest prices produce a good deal of it. Joseph Spark &c., 
are driving the Deep Level please to see the last report. Jacob Blaylock &c., are sinking a 
Sump into the Flatts and will shortly raise Ore. William Metcalf &c., are driving the Level 
and preparing the Flatts for raising Ore. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss raises small parcels of Ore but it is poor John 
Richardson &c., are driving in the Vein in the Great Limestone when we expect to meet 
with better success. 
Middlehope Mine is doing very well, and produces a considerable quantity of good Ore. 
Wm. Brown &c., are sinking a Sump from the upper to the deep Level, both for the 
convenience of fresh air and proving the Vein in the Little Limestone. John Armstrong 
&c., are sinking a Shaft from the surface into the upper Level for a current of fresh air, and 
to prove the Vein in the Stratums near the surface. 
Stanhope Mine is poor and requires the highest prices for raising the Ore. John Vipond &c., 
are driving the Horse Level under the Flatts and is very convenient for them, as all the Ore 
raised at this Mine is raised from the Flatts. 
The Garrigill mines are excessively poor, and the small parcels of Ore raised in them 
require high prices. Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level at Tynebottom. 
Thomas Archer &c., are rising into the Vein at Browngill. Joseph Hall &c., are driving the 
Horse Level and Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse Level in a different Vein under 
the Great Limestone to relieve the mine of water. 
Middlecleugh mines are poor, and as their future success depends upon Smallcleugh Deep 
Level coming up to their relief we therefore barely preserve the Leases until that is 
accomplished. Matthew Chester &c., are sinking a Sump for fresh air and to try the Vein 
in the upper stratums and the Great Limestone. William Teasdale &c., are driving the Level 
at Lovelady shield, which mine will remain under trial for some time. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein recently engaged with is now beginning to raise Ore and is a 
hopeful trial. Robert Dickinson &c., have been driving a Level upon the Great Limestone, 
and are now sinking a Sump into the Vein. George Oliver &c., are driving a Level in the 
North End of Middlecleugh Cross Vein Lease, 800 yards distance from that part of the Vein 
which Robert Dickinson &c., are sinking and a Level will be driven at each end of said 
Lease, which will effectually win the Cross Vein, and cut several East and West running 
Veins that pass the Cross Vein and open an extensive fresh field. 
Blackashgill as connected with the above is under trial but not likely for success as 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein. John Elliott &c., are driving a Horse Level upon the Little 
Limestone, Coal Sills etc. John Vipond &c., are sinking a Sump into the Great Limestone 
in a different part of the mine. 
Hangingshaw is very poor. John Hall &c., are opening an old Level, which will make way 
for some fresh trials. 
The Court I trust will give me credit for having lett the Bargains of the several Mines under 
my management on the lowest terms that the situation of them would possibly admit, and I 
hope in general they will do well. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 
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General Report of the Teesdale Mines 11‘ October 1814 
Flakebridge Mine The working of this Mine has been entirely delayed during the last 
quarter, by total want of water to work the Engine occasioned by an unprecedented 
continuance of dry weather should rains set in shortly we hope however that the progress 
of this Trial may be in some measure ascertained before the conclusion of the present 
quarter. 

High Wiregill. This opening out of the Old workings has been completed during last 
quarter & we have now commenced the proposed trial of the Vein through the difficulties 
and uncertainty in which it is at present involved by the intersection of a strong Cross Vein, 
which we hope to be enabled to accomplish without the expense of sinking a Shaft as we 
had proposed and thereby ascertain whether or not in the further prosecution of this trial it 
will be necessary to bring up the Low Level. 
Wiregill Low Level, is still continuing to be prosecuted under exactly similar 
circumstances as the last two quarters. 
Lodgesyke Mine. There is little or no variation in the state and prospects of this Mine 
since the last quarter report, but if there is any alteration it is considered rather poorer, 
notwithstanding, the Court will observe by the annexed list, a general & considerable 
reduction in the prices of raising Ore, which I was induced to make in order to keep pace 
in some measure with the present unfavourable aspect of the Lead Trade. 
Brockergill Mine. This trial is continuing to be made in the manner proposed on its 
commencement. 
Coldberry Mine. I have now to report that a Partnership, to whom a Bargain was let last 
quarter to cut the Vein contiguous to the Hush in which it was discovered, have just touched 
upon a Vein promising in appearance, and have taken an Ore Bargain in it, but in the present 
stage of the trial it is impossible to pronounce what may be the result. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead 29 October 1814 

The Hon", the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. I have made the quarterly view of the Company’s Mines under my direction, on the 
28 & 29" of last month I lett the Sundry Bargains of which a list annexed. 

Rampgill is much poorer than for some time past, the leading forehead in the late successful 
Vein having failed, and I am afraid will not revive again. There is a good deal of Ore raised 
still at this mine but the workings in the background are fast working out. John Elliot &c., 
are driving a Level upon the Little Limestone to try the Vein in the upper stratums. 

Robert Irwin &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level, Thomas Hewitson &c., are driving the 
Horse Level in the failing Vein with an expectation of the Vein recovering and raising Ore 
again. Emmanuel Nattrass &c., are rising and Abraham Graham &c., are sinking from the 
surface to meet them for producing air in the mine and proving the Vein in the sundry 
stratums which are between. 

Scaleburnmoss mine is poor but will be preserved from loss in future. Thomas Humble 
&c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Smallcleugh mine is doing well. The leading Bargains in the list are raising Ore very well 
in the Flatts of the purist quality. The latter part of the Bargains are pickings and raise small 
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portions of Ore. John Hind &c., are cutting a cross to the Flatts and will soon raise Ore. 
Willis Slack &c., are driving the Deep Level as a drain. Thomas Stephenson &c., are 
driving the Level above the Flatts, to prepare the way for raising Ore. Jacob Blaylock &c., 
are sinking into the Flatt and will shortly raise Ore. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss is poor, but having erected a small crushing machine 
at the mouth of the Level will make the mine work to a greater advantage in future. John 
Richardson &c., are driving in the Great Limestone, to prove the Vein in fresh ground. 
At Middlecleugh George Robinson &c., are driving the Horse Level and will occasionally 
cut into the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
At Hangingshaw John Hall &c., are repairing the principle Level. 
Middlehope Mine is prosperous, and at present raising a great deal of Ore at favourable 
prices, and the dead works upon this mine is trifling. John Dawson &c., are driving the 
Horse Level Westward in the New String. John Armstrong &c., are driving an upper Level 
& prove the Vein in the upper Stratums, as well as furnishing the Mine with fresh air. Wm. 
Brown &c., are sinking a Sump and will soon raise Ore. 
Ireshopeburn Mine has no dead work, and we merely pick the Bones at 50/ per Bing. 
Stanhopeburn Mine is much the same as last report. Jos. Collingwood &c., are driving 
the Horse Level. 
Loveladyshield is under trial Wm. Teasdale &c., are rising in the Vein, but the appearance 
is bad. 
The Garrigill mines are extremely poor and several parts are under trial, barely to support 
the Leases till the necessary trials are effected. 
At Tynebottom Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the Horse Level to try the Flatts, which 
so far continue, poor. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving in the Great Limestone in a cross 
Vein, where several fair running Veins are cut, which probably may raise some Ore, and 
which trials preserve two or three other Leases. James Dickenson &c., are sinking into the 
Flatt in a different Vein where Ore will be got. 
Browngill Sun Vein is poor Joseph Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein connected with the Lease of Blackashgill is now beginning to 
raise Ore, and I am persuaded will do well in future. Richard Thomason &c., are driving 
the Horse Level, which prepares the Vein for raising Ore. George Oliver &c., are driving 
a Level at the opposite end of the Lease to try and unwater the Vein. 
Blackashgill is under trial and must remain so for some time to come. John Vipond &c., 
are driving the Horse Level to try the Vein occasionally in the Great Limestone and John 
Elliott &c., are driving an upper Level, to search for Ore in the upper stratums. 
I have used every exertion in my power in letting these Bargains both for Ore and Dead 
Work, and trust they will prove successful. Jam &c. Thomas Dodd 

General Report of the Teesdale Mines 31‘ December 1815 (sic. 1814) 
Lodgesyke This Mine is very little altered in its prospects since the last quarterly report. I 
have stopped three of the leading, and two of them the best workings under the high Level 
until the low Level is got up when they will be prosecuted to much greater advantage than 
they can be from the high Level, from whence they have hitherto been wrought. The 
quantity of Ore raised during the present year at this mine will therefore in all probability 
be lessened considerably, which however, will be no present disadvantage with the large 
stock of Ore now on hand at Stanhope and Eggleston Mills, and will eventually be a very 
great saving to the Company by enabling us when the low Level does get up (which I hope 
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will be accomplished in six or eight months) to raise the Ore at these stopped workings at 
several shillings per Bing less than it can be done for in the present state of the mine. 
Coldberry In the last report I stated that we had just then touched upon a Vein promising 
in appearance, contiguous to the Hush set on some time ago for the purpose of discovery. 
During last quarter a Level has been taken up to prove this Vein, which we believe is the 
same, that has been working at Lodgesyke to so much advantage, and I have great pleasure 
in reporting to the Court that as far as so precarious & uncertain thing as a Mine can be 
pronounced upon its appearance and prospects are very Flattering It is a rare thing for a 
Vein, to be at all productive so near the surface as this is now working & yet 
notwithstanding this circumstance, it is so rich that you will see that I have let Bargains in 
it to two partnerships, at the easy price of 25/ per Bing; which in the present stage of the 
trial is almost unprecedented. This Vein has been sought by other Mine Adventurers on 
the same ground, at different periods and at enormous expense, without success, and I have 
therefore the greater satisfaction in reporting its discovery at a cost so very trifling to the 
Company. I have turned the Level set on by Mr Dodd at the commencement of this Lease 
into the direction to cut the same Vein at the shortest possible distance from whence it is 
now driving, but do not expect it will reach it for several months to come. When it does 
reach it, we shall be enabled by it to make trial of this Vein in the higher Sills. 
Brockergill. A Level is driving here by which, in a few months we hope to cut the first 
Vein which is one of the objects of this trial and prior to which no judgement can be formed 
of its result. 
Low Wiregill. The Sills or Strata have been rising considerably the last few weeks, in this 
Level, which is generally an indication of the approach of a Vein & as it is to where from 
our Diallings the Mannergill North Vein ought to cross this level we expect to cut it shortly. 
High Wiregill. We are continuing to prosecute this trial of the upper Sills or Strata line, in 
a few months, to ascertain whether or not this Vein after passing through to a Cross Vein 
which intersects it, & by which it has been much broken, will come together again and be 
worth further trial, which is essentially necessary to enable us to determine on the 
expediency of bringing up the lower Level. 
Flakebridge. From the extreme hardness of the Stone, I which the Cross Cut is driving at 
this Mine, we have not yet been enabled to reach the Vein, but calculate upon 
accomplishing it in a few weeks, prior to which no opinion can be formed of its future 
prospects. 
The prices of each Mine have been kept as low as is practicable to afford the workmen the 
possibility of making very moderate wages. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead 14 January 1815 

The Hon?’, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. I have viewed the several Mines under my direction and on the 29" & 30" past lett 
the Bargains a list of which is annexed. 

Rampgill mine gets poorer for as the leading forehead in the late good Vein does not revive 
the rear or hindmost part of the mine become pickings and of course require higher prices. 
Thomas Hewitson &c., are driving a Horse Level in the above Vein. William Irwin &c., 
are driving the Horse Level in the Sun Vein and will lay open a great deal of the unexplored 
part of the Vein both in the Great Limestone and all the other stratums from the surface, 
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where considerable quantities of Ore will be raised after the necessary Dead work is 
finished. Emmanuel Nattrass &c., are rising into the Great Limestone in a recently 
discovered cross Vein. Robert Houps &c., are sinking from the surface to meet the said 
rise, to try the success of the Vein and produce fresh air in the mine. Matthew Robson &c., 
are driving a Horse Level in a different part of the Vein where there is a probability meeting 
with Smallcleugh Flatts as they extend to the Northward. 

Scaleburnmoss mine, there is little alteration since last report. Thomas Humble &c., are 
driving the Horse Level under the Great Limestone answering the purpose of a drain to the 
mine. 

Smallcleugh Flatts continue successful and will work to considerable advantage, and the 
Ore is still of the very best quality. Jacob Peart &c., are cutting a cross to try, what we call 
the High Flatt situated about 3 fathoms above the successful one in the limestone, Abraham 
Graham &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Flatts which prepares the same for raising 
the Ore. Jacob Blaylock &c., are sinking a Sump into the Flatts from an upper Level and 
will soon raise Ore. Thomas Stephenson &c., are sinking another Sump and will also soon 
raise Ore. Joseph Spark &c., are driving the deep Level from the Engine foot to drain all 
Middlecleugh Veins. 

Middlehope Mine continues to do well and raise a good deal of Ore, Edward Byers &c., 
are driving the Horse Level to the Westward. Wm. Brown &c., are repairing an Old Level 
which is in a state of decay. John Armstrong &c., are driving an Upper Level to furnish 
fresh air & try the Vein in the upper Stratums. 

Stanhope Mine is poor and little altered since my last report Jos. Collingwood &c., are 
driving the Horse Level in the Flatts where the Ore is raised. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss is poor and not much altered since last report. 
William Armstrong &c., are sinking a Sump into the Great Limestone to try the Veins. 
Hangingshaw is very poor and cannot go on at the prices now given John Hall &c., are 
driving the Horse Level to save the Lease from forfeiture. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein is now raising Ore very well at 30/ per Bing by one &c., (as per 
list) in the South End of the Vein and more hands will shortly be employed in getting Ore. 
Richard Thomason &c., are driving the Horse Level Northwards to make way for raising 
Ore. The South end of the said Cross Veins will labour long under trial as these trials cover 
the Leases of several fair running Veins and cannot be avoided but is a most excellent trial 
tho’ the object is at a considerable distance. George Oliver &c., are driving the Horse Level 
Southward and William Teasdale &c., are repairing an old Level. 

George Robinson &c., are driving Middlecleugh Horse Level, which preserves two or three 
Leases and will try the Veins as they go on. 

Blackashgill is under trial and the appearance not good. John Elliott &c., are driving an 
upper Horse Level and John Vipond &c., another one in the Great Limestone to prepare the 
Vein for trial. 

Garrigill mines are poor. At Browngill Sun Vein John Archer &c., are driving an upper 
Horse Level to try several Veins in the upper stratums. 

At Browngill Joseph Hall &c., are driving the Horse Level in the Great Limestone, which 
prepares the Vein for trial, and for raising Ore. James Dickenson &c., are driving one of 
the Horse Levels at Tynebottom and will soon raise Ore. Isaac Teasdale &c., are driving 
a Level in a different Vein where Ore is now got and Joseph Wanless &c., are driving the 
Deep Horse Level which tries the Flatts for Ore. 
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My son Simon begs me to say that he humbly requests the Court will accept of his most 
cordial thanks for the increase of his salary, and to advise them that he will use every 
exertion in his power to make himself useful in their mineral concerns. 

Iam &c. Thomas Dodd 


Report of the Teesdale Mines 1 April 1815. 

The prospect and state of the Workings of the several Mines are in no way materially altered 
since the last quarterly report which may therefore be considered as the report for the 
present quarter. We fully expected to have cut the Vein at Flakebridge during this quarter 
but from the extreme hardness of the stone in which that trial is making, the workmen have 
not been able to make much progress in it, although they have been working at it without 
interruptions. By dialling we are within a few yards of the Vein, I trust therefore that we 
shall now reach it in a short time. The prospects of the Coldberry Mine I am happy to 
report, continue to be very Flattering as far as the Vein has been worked into. The prices 
throughout have been kept as low as is practicable, & in particular, for the best parts of the 
Mines, where, as I have previously stated, a reduction is of the greatest moment. 

The Workmen's earnings during the last half year have been very moderate indeed, so much 
so that a further moderation in the wages cannot be made under any circumstances. Nor 
indeed can they be continued so low unless the price of provisions is very moderate, as the 
earnings during the half year according to the last calculation we can make will not average 
more than at the rate of from £30 to £35 per year for each man which is really less than they 
can live upon. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead 8 April 1815 

The Hon?*, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. After a general view of the Company’s Mines, under my care and direction, on the 
30% & 31° last, I lett the sundry Bargains a list of which is annexed. 

Some parts of the mines look more prosperous and other parts worse since my last list of 
Bargains was sent to the court, but I have taken all the pains in my power to let the whole 
as low as the nature and situation of them would admit and have reduced the highest prices 
in every mine 2/ per Bing namely from 44/ to 42/ and the Dead work in proportion which I 
trust will meet the Courts approbation. 

Rampgill mine employs a vast number of hands, yet by the principal workings in the late 
good Vein getting excavated and much cut out and the leading forehead not reviving 
renders the whole much poorer than formerly. John Elliot &c., are driving an upper Level 
to try the Vein in the upper stratum Thomas Thompson &c., are driving one of the Horse 
Levels. Robert Houps &c., are driving a Level in one of the cross Veins, which is a hopeful 
trial as it will cut several East and West Mining Veins when it arrives at a certain point. 
William Irwin &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level and Thomas Hewitson &c., are rising 
from the Horse Level into the Great Limestone to try the Vein afresh. 

Scaleburnmoss mine is much the same as last report. Thomas Humble &c., are driving 
the Horse Level. 

Middlecleugh mine employs few hands, nor can more be done with prudence until the 
several Veins of Middlecleugh can be cut by Deep Level from Smallcleugh Engine. George 
Robinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
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Middlecleugh Cross Vein (connected with Blackashgill) we have at last under many 
difficulties got into this Vein, and are now raising Ore vastly well by 22 hands, as the Court 
will see by the list. Probably the court will remember that this was a favourite trial with 
me, when I recommended the purchase of it to the Court, and have no doubt but my 
expectation will be realised. Jacob Peart &c., are sinking into the Vein and will soon raise 
Ore. John Milburn &c., are driving the Horse Level from the North end of the Vein to meet 
the workings at Blackashgill and there being a vast extent of ground and several fair running 
Veins to cut by the way renders the whole as very agreeable object, William Teasdale &c., 
are repairing an old Level. 

Blackashgill Lease is under trial but the prospects are not good, yet cannot be entirely 
abandoned on account of the connection between this mine and Middlecleugh Cross Vein. 
John Elliott &c., are driving a Level upon the Little Limestone 14 fathoms above the Great 
Limestone, both to try the upper stratums and occasionally sink into the Great Limestone. 
John Vipond &c., are opening an old Level to prove what has been formerly done (by what 
is commonly called the Old Man) in order to open a communication between and 
occasionally to rise from the one and sink into the other for two Levels. 

Smallcleugh mine is doing well in the Flatts, and the Ore of a most extraordinary quality. 
William Cowing &c., are repairing a Level. John Hall &c., are sinking a Sump into the 
Great Limestone to try the Vein. Joseph Spark &c., are driving the Deep Level from 
Smallcleugh Engine to relieve Middlecleugh Veins and Thomas Stephenson &c., are 
sinking a Sump into the Flatts. 

Garrigill mines. There is no material alteration with Browngill Sun Vein since my last 
report. Robert Bowman &c., are cutting a cross to the South from the Old Vein, where 
probably some Ore will be got. John Archer &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Tynebottom mines are at present more hopeful and raising more Ore than for some years 
past. Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse Level. Browngill mine is poor and the hands 
employed only keeps the Lease from forfeiture. Joseph Hall &c., are driving the Horse 
Level. 

Broomsberry and Gudhamgillmoss mines are extremely poor, and the hands employed 
only keep the Leases. William Armstrong &c., are sinking a deep Sump into the low Level, 
to answer the purpose of a drain to the mine. 

Middlehope Mine employs many hands and raises a great deal of Ore, tho’ no part of the 
mine can be wrought at as low prices as some time past, for fluctuation and change is very 
common with all lead mines. Geo. Temperley &c., are driving an upper Horse Level to 
prove the vein in the upper Stratums. John Armstrong &c., are driving a Level in the Great 
Limestone in a different part of the Mine. John Dawson &c., are driving a Horse Level 
Westward. Wm. Brown &c., are driving the Horse Level upon the Little Limestone, and 
Edward Byers &c., are driving the Horse Level Eastward in the Old Vein. 

Stanhopeburn Mine remains poor and very little altered since my last report. Jos. 
Collingwood &c., are driving the Horse Level to prepare the Flatts for raising Ore. 


Accident 

On the 15 February last the son of a poor widow in this place and who was the principle 
support of the distressed family was in a moment precipitated down one of the Whims 
shafts at Rampgill 330 feet and was broke to pieces. I hope the Court will pardon me for 
naming this doleful event, for I knew the Court in some disastrous cases graciously 
condescended to bestow some small charity upon the survivors. This was a fine boy of 17 
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or 18 years of age. The rope had got off the pulley wheel which is exactly over the top of 
the new shaft and in his attempt to put it right he slipped his foot and went down. In the 
margin was written, “Boy killed by fall down the Whimsey shaft at Rampgill see letter books 
page 95”. 

Tam Sirs &c., &c. Thomas Dodd 


General Report of the Teesdale Mines 24" June 1815 
Flakebridge. Since the last quarterly report, we have cut the Vein in this Mine at the depth 
of the Engine Drift, but am sorry to add its appearance is by no means Flattering. It has ore 
in it although none that can be saved. It is necessary now to open an accommodation 
between the upper Level and this Engine Drift by sinking a Sump in the Vein, which will 
enable us to prove if the whole of the depth between them, say about ten or twelve fathoms, 
and we are accordingly preparing to bow & sink for this purpose. It will require six to eight 
months to sink the sump in question, and although the appearance in the situation where 
the Vein is now cut, is unpromising, we do not quite despair of finding a better Mine 
between the Old Workings and the Engine Drift. I am not however by any means sanguine 
of the result. 

The trials at Wiregill, Brockergill, and Mannergill, are proceeding with little or no 
alteration of circumstance. 
Lodgesyke. This Mine has been materially poorer the last month or six weeks and as the 
prices were kept so low during the last three quarters, that the workmen’s earnings were 
quite inadequate to the support of their families I have been obliged to increase the prices 
of the present Bargains to give them a chance of bringing their year’s earnings to arrive at 
£35 to £40 each man, which is as little as they can possibly subsist upon. It is he opinion of 
all practical Agents that they can hardly reach the average with the greatest exertions unless 
the Mines improve materially beyond our expectations during the ensuing quarter. 
Coldberry. This Mine is somewhat poorer although its prospects are still promising. 
Further remarks on letting the Teesdale Bargains in letter 26 June 1815. 

Robert Stagg 


Nenthead18 July 1815 

The Hon?, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. 

After the closest inspection and general view of the Company’s Mines under my care on 
the 26 27" & 28" past I lett the sundry Bargains, a list of which is annexed. 

The prices being reduced, and the mines in general poor, naturally reduces the number of 
hands, and it is certain under unfavourable circumstances it militates much against the 
interest of the lead mines to have them crowded and overloaded with numbers. 

Rampgill mine continues to raise a considerable quantity of Ore yet it is far short of what 
it formerly was. Robert Reedshaw &c., are raising in one of the cross Veins and will 
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probably raise Ore shortly. William Irwin &c., are driving the Deep Horse Level, which is 
a general convenience to all the Veins and the only passage for bringing out the Ore and 
rubbish. Hugh Spotswood &c., are cutting a cross from the upper Level about 20 fathoms 
and will then to sink into Deep Level to cause general communication of fresh air and to 
try for Ore in the stratums between the two Levels. Robert Houps &c., are driving an upper 
Level where we expect to cut a successful Vein. Thomas Hewitson &c., are driving in the 
late successful Vein forehead with an expectation of meeting with Ore again by the 
scattered parts of the Vein uniting. 

Smallcleugh mine and Flatts are doing well Matthew Vickers &c., are driving the Level in 
the Flatts as the only waygate for the workmen to and from their respective workings and 
a passage for the Horses and wagons, to bring the Ore and rubbish out of the mine. Joseph 
Spark &c., are driving the Deep Level from the Engine to relieve the Middlecleugh Veins. 
John Thompson &c., are sinking a Sump from the Horse Level to the Engine Level for the 
accommodation of fresh air and to try the Vein in the several stratums. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein is connected with the Blackashgill purchase is raising Ore pretty 
well. William Teasdale &c., are opening and repairing an old Level. Jonathan Houps &c., 
are sinking a Sump into the Vein and will I trust shortly raise Ore. John Milburn &c., are 
driving the Horse Level. 

Scaleburnmoss is much the same as last report. Edward Robson &c., are driving the Horse 
Level. 

Middlecleugh Ridley Robson &c., are sinking into the Vein and will soon prove it a 
success. George Robinson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 

Hangingshaw mine John Hall &c., are driving a Level in the Great Limestone to prove the 
Vein in the same. 

Gudhamgillmoss and Broomsberry William Armstrong &c., are sinking a Sump to 
produce fresh air and try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 

Middlehope Mine is doing well. Edward Byers &c., are driving the Horse Level which is 
difficult to move, the Limestone rock being prodigious hard. Wm. Brown &c., are driving 
an upper Level in the Vein to try the same in the upper Stratums, where we expect Ore will 
be found. Geo. Temperley &c., are driving a higher Level in the side of the Mountain and 
by sinking will lay the Vein open in all the different Stratums, between the surface and the 
deep Horse Level. John Armstrong &c., are driving a Level Westward, which is a proper 
mode & highly necessary for proving the Vein as they go on. We are still picking the 
remains of the Ore out of Ireshopeburn Vein which very poor at 50/ per Bing, but as there 
is no other expense upon the Mine it will pay & make some profit. 

Stanhopeburn Mine is much the same, but the Dead Expense being light will be saved 
from loss this year. Jos. Collingwood &c., are driving the Horse Level. Jno. Elliott &c., 
are driving the Horse Level at Blackashgill upon the Little Limestone, and which will try 
the Vein in the different stratums as they proceed, by cutting a cross to the Veins and 
sinking. 

Browngill Sun Vein is poor and can barely be kept going with the present prices for raising 
Ore, but shall be frugally conducted. Robert Bowman &c., are cutting a cross from the Old 
Vein to a strong string 15 fathoms to the South which probably will raise Ore. John Archer 
&c., are driving an upper Horse Level, to prove the Vein and several strings in the upper 
stratums. 

Tynebottom favourable prospects is at present gone off and tends to show the fluctuating 
uncertainty of some lead mines. William Parmerly &c., are driving the Vein which recently 
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looked well, with an expectation of the same reviving. Adam Walton &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 

Browngill mine is poor and employs few hands. Thomas Cain &c., are driving the Horse 
Level in the Great Limestone to open the Vein for trial. I am informed that two 
commissioners and the secretary from Greenwich Hospital Board will be in the country 
next week. 

Iam Sirs your most humble servant 
Thomas Dodd 


General Report of Teesdale Mines 30 September 1815 

The trials at Wiregill, Brockergill, Flakebridge, and Mannergill, are proceeding with little 
or no variation of circumstances. 

Coldberry is considerably poorer & less promising, the Ore raised at this Mine we find on 
Smelting is of poor quality indeed, it is richer in silver however than Lodgesyke, I find by 
the assays made of that it contains about 10 oz.’s per Fother. 

Lodgesyke. The leading workings improve considerably the latter end of quarter & the 
prices are accordingly reduced in proportion as the Court will observe by referring to the 
annexed list of Bargains, the whole of which have been let as low as possible & on the 
principal fixed by the Gentlemen of the Deputation. I have not made a great reduction of 
pickmen this quarter, but in a week or two we shall have not less than 50 men & boys fewer 
than we have had during the summer, as I have declined letting any Bargains in the Mines 
to those employed in Washing & in labourage of the buildings, and crushing mill, which 
are nearly completed, and which will throw out of employment all the number of hands 
quoted. 

Several of the partnerships have taken Bargains this quarter in Old parts of the Mine which 
have been given up before, in order to prevent being entirely out of work & many of them 
will in all probability be wrought out during the present quarter, when the men now working 
them must leave of course, which I prefer to giving them an absolute dismissal. 

I find it extremely painful and difficult to dismiss the workmen under existing 
circumstances, as there is no other work to be obtained in Teesdale. I shall however 
continue to proceed up on the plan fixed; which I am fully convinced will best promote the 
Company’s interests. 


Robert Stagg 
Teesdale Bargains List 
No of Rates Rates 
Men per Bing per Fathom 
4 18/ 
10 19/ 
8 20/ 
4 21/ 
4 22/ 
4 25/ 
8 28/ 
4 29/ 
8 30/ 
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16 35/ 


12 36/ 
30 40/ 
42 42/ 
2 28/ Cutting 
156 
4 Cuttg Cross 50/ 
4 driving 65/ 
4 driving 80/ 
10 driving 90/ 
8 driving 95/ 
6 labouring wages 
192 


Nenthead 8 November 1815 

The Honourable, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. I have just received the Courts of the 2" inst., & the great reason of the Bargains & 
Report being delayed was the settling of the Mine Accounts as soon as the Bargains was 
over with which we have been very busy in. I finished the list of Bargains & reports on 
Saturday and will forward them by Thursdays Post. After carefully examining the 
Company’s Mines in my department, and making the necessary arrangements on the 4", 
6‘, and 7 October I lett the sundry Bargains. 

Middlehope I have employed 50 pickmen at from 18 to 25/ per Bing (agreeable to the 
orders of the Deputation) 36 in the pickings and 12 in Dead Work. This mine will do well. 
Featherstone Wilson &c., as per List are driving in the Vein expecting to meet with the 
intersection of some Strings which cannot fail of success. John Armstrong &c., are rising 
into the Coal Hazel to prove the Vein in that Stratum, & Nathan Race &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 

Stanhopeburn Mine 20 men are employed in raising Ore at 40/ per Bing and 4 in Dead 
Work driving the Horse Level. 

Ireshopeburn 6 men at 48/ per Bing and no other expense. 

Several of the Mines in the Moor are poor & I have made use of every consideration & all 
the mineral judgement in my power in the letting of the Bargains to cover the numerous 
Leases and have lett Bargains to 104 Pickmen at various prices (under 38) in the leading 
workings, keeping in view 14/ per week and as a great number of the workmen were likely 
to be thrown out of employ, instead of 40 men, the stipulated number to be employed in the 
Old Pickings from 38 to 42/ I have employed 148, which I trust the Court will pardon the 
Pickings without additional expense being one of the best source of profit in Old Wrought 
Mines. And if I am correct in my recollection the Deputation gave way to that, rather than 
the men should be unemployed and would submit to that price. I have strictly attended to 
the orders of 60 men being employed in Dead Work (44 fewer than Midsummer) and the 
moderation of the price per Fathom in calculating on the whole 14/ per week. 

The Court will find the number of hands in the list 58 fewer than Midsummer. I have also 
reduced the Carriage of wood & coals as also the Carriage of all materials & stores from 
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Newcastle and I trust that upon the whole we shall do well. However, to accomplish this 
point the Court may rely upon my utmost diligence and care. 
At Rampgill mine Joseph Wallace &c., are driving the Horse Level under the Great 
Limestone in the Vein so successful in 1814 for twelve months past the Vein has been 
without Ore in which situation we have pursued it in the limestone 50 Fathoms at a 
considerable expense for I had the strongest reason to believe that the scattered parts would 
collect together again, now I am happy to say my expectations are realised and the forehead 
is working at a moderate price per Bing. William Irwin &c., are driving a Horse Level on 
the Sun Vein to prepare the same for raising Ore in the Great Limestone. Matthew 
Thompson &c., are sinking a Sump from an upper Level into the Horse Level. 
Scaleburnmoss mine, which is poor and every bargain, put on requires the highest price. 
John Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein 34 pickmen are raising Ore at a low price as the mine will admit 
of 6 men only in Dead work. Edward Fawcett &c., are cutting a cross to string 5 or 6 
fathoms West of the Vein and John Milburn &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlecleugh mine is poor at present but will be relieved by Smallcleugh Deep Level from 
the Engine. John Waugh &c., are driving the Horse Level which is all Dead work upon 
said Vein. 
Smallcleugh Flatts have been poorer than usual for some time past the course of the Flatt 
having been obstructed by an East West string passing through it and took the Ore totally 
away and left nothing but limestone rock, but by pursuing the string about 20 yards to the 
Eastward, we have again come at the Flatts which I expected, and which will again do well. 
Robert Millican &c., are sinking a Sump into the Deep Level and Joseph Spark &c., are 
driving the Deep Level to the point where the Sump is to come down, which will air the 
mine and relieve Middlecleugh mine of water. 
Broomsberry and Gudhamegillmoss are still under trial by 4 men in dead work and 2 for 
Ore. William Armstrong &c., are sinking into the Vein in the Great Limestone to prove 
the same in fresh ground. 
Browngill Sun Vein is poor Matthew Clemitson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Browngill and Thortergill mine is poor John Pattinson &c., are driving the Horse Level in 
the Vein under the Great Limestone, which drains and prepares the mine for raising Ore. 
Tynebottom raises a little Ore and at present only two men in Dead work. 
Joseph Elliott &c., are driving the Level at Blackashgill and it will require a considerable 
time to have a satisfactory trial at this mine. 
Lovelady shield William Teasdale &c., are sinking a shaft into the Vein where there is a 
prospect of meeting with some Ore at the depth of 4 or 5 fathoms for we have a hopeful 
looking Vein. I hope the Court will be convinced in looking over the list that every nerve 
is stretched to keep down the general expense & which is highly necessary under the present 
depression of the Lead Market. 

Iam Sirs &c., &c. Thomas Dodd 


P.S. We have discovered another hopeful cross on North and South running Vein in 
Rampgill since the last Deputation left this country, which is now working by the Bing, of 
course I expect Rampgill will do well this year. As several of the workmen are out of 
employ has the Court any objection that I should employ them at from 38/ to 42/ per Bing 
in the Old pickings for there are many workings of that description in the Moor. My son 
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will write the Court in a few days respecting the instruments necessary for surveying and 
planning. 


Number of Men Rates per Bing Rates per Fathom 

10 18/ 

12 20/ 
6 21/ 

10 23) 

16 24/ 

22 pie) 

10 26/ Bargains for Alston Moor 
8 27/ November 1815 
4 28/ 

22 30/ 

46 30] 

20 38/ 

90 40/ 

82 42/ 
6 48/ 

364 


List of Teesdale Christmas Bargains 1815 
Report of Teesdale Mines 
None of the trials at Flakebridge, Wiregill, Mannergill & Brockergill, have yet arrived at 
the objects of them, and they are of course continuing to be prosecuted as usual. 
The prospects at Coldberry are not nearly so favourable indeed at present there is hardly 
any Ore visible in this Mine. 
At Lodgesyke the leading foreheads are exceedingly poor, as are also the general 
Workings, but as this Mine is perpetually fluctuating in its prospects and appearance we 
trust there may shortly be an improvement in it, and I have let the Bargains rather with a 
view to what we hope the mine may shortly become, rather than on its present goodness, & 
the Court will see by the subjoined list that the prices are accordingly kept low. There is a 
reduction of eleven Pickmen this quarter which are all I can let dismiss with propriety; none 
of the Workings in which the others are employed been wrought out. 
I expect to be able to dismiss a similar number next quarter which will reduce the workmen 
as low as I consider advantageous. 
The Dead Work and every other expenditure are reduced as much as practicable consistent 
with the Company’s interests, and the regular prosecution of the mines. 
Robert Stagg 


List of Teesdale Christmas Bargains 1815 
Noof Rates per Bing per Fathom 
Men for rais® ore for driv® 
dead work 
10 18/ 


70 


20/ 


16 
8 23/ 
4 25/ 
12 26/ 
7 28/ 
4 30/ 
2 33/ 
8 35/ 
16 36/ 
16 38/ 
36 40/ 
4 42/ 
8 43/ 
4 40/ 
4 50/ 
4 70/ 
6 90/ 
8 95/ 
10 100/ 
6 120/ 
6 140/ 
mi 


— 


Number of Men 


Nenthead 20 January 1816 

The Honourable, the Governor & Co, 

Sirs. I have now lett the Christmas Bargains and annexed the list thereof, and should the 
Court consider to allow me to lett anymore Bargains as represented in my last, to the 
distressed workmen, I will send a supplement next week. 

The Court will please to observe that I have reduced the highest price to 38/, and 
Ireshopeburn, which the late Deputation ordered to be let at 48/ in consequence of having 
no Dead work upon it I have now reduced to 45/, and Stanhopeburn to 40/ and the leading 
workings as low as possible and in fact have used every exertion in every branch of my 
department to meet the pressure of the present day. 

Rampgill is much the same as last report. William Bright &c., are sinking into the Horse 
Level in the Great Limestone in the Vein to cause a fresh circulation of air and to search 
for Ore. Jos Wallace &c., are driving a Horse Level and also rising into the limestone in 
the Vein and will soon raise Ore. Robert Irwin &c., are driving a different Horse Level in 
a North South Vein which we suppose to be Smallcleugh Vein about a mile to the North of 
Smallcleugh and will by the by try to discover the Flatts there. Matthew Thompson &c., 
are sinking a Sump into the Level for air and to try the Little Limestone and Coal sills for 
Ore. 

Smallcleugh is improved since last quarter and the prices in general more favourable. The 
Flatts which some time ago was taken off its usual direction upwards of 20 yards is found 
again and looks like doing well, and the Ore in its usual quality very good. Featherstone 
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Varty &c., are driving the Horse Level. Robert Millican &c., are sinking a Sump in the 
Vein for a supply of fresh air, and to try for Ore as they go down in the Little Limestone, 
Coal Sills and Great Limestone. Joseph Spark &c., are driving from the Bottom of the 
Engine, and in the course of the present quarter will cut the first Middlecleugh Vein, where 
I make myself sure we shall meet with Ore. This Level has been a long extensive job, but 
will shortly sufficiently refund the Company. 
Middlecleugh is still poor, and employs few hands, but will get round by the completion 
of the above trial of Smallcleugh Engine Level. George Robinson &c., are driving the 
Horse Level. 
Scaleburnmoss is poor and on account of the reduced prices employs few hands. John 
Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level. 
Middlecleugh Cross Vein employs 30 men in the raising of Ore at difficult prices and 12 
in Dead work. This mine is likely for doing well when effectually opened, but till then will 
labour under some difficulties. Henry Cowing &c., are driving in the Vein, and will soon 
meet with better success. Robert Dickenson &c., are cutting a cross to a string about 5 
fathoms distant from the Vein in a parallel situation with it and we expect success from it. 
John Milburn &c., are driving the Horse Level and William Irwin &c., are opening, 
preparing the Old Level and will soon be done and sink into the Vein. 
We are, making a further trial at Lovelady shield, Thomas Cain &c., are driving a Level 
from the surface to cut a Vein and afterwards try it in an upper sill. 
At Tynebottom Adam Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level. The mine is poor. 
Thomas Archer &c., are driving a Level at Browngill Sun Vein and having filled up the 
stipulated number at the highest prices in the pickings at other places, of course I have let 
no Bargains for Ore in Garrigill, until I am furnished with the Courts sentiments respecting 
the employing a greater number in the pickings, as nothing there can be possibly be wrought 
under the high price. Thomas Cain Junior are driving a Level in Browngill Vein to relieve 
and try the Vein in the Great Limestone. 
At Middlehope, Stanhopeburn, & Ireshopeburn, Mines the Bargains are lett agreeable to 
stipulation respecting the number, but the prices for Pickings at all those Mines are reduced 
and in general are doing well. Henry Coulthard &c., at Middlehope are driving the Horse 
Level Eastward. Featherstone Wilson &c., are driving an upper Level and will sink into 
the lower workings to accommodate these parts of the mine with fresh air. Richard 
Hutchinson &c., are driving in a dead part of the Vein, but will shortly raise Ore. John 
Armstrong &c., are rising into the upper Stratums to try the Vein for Ore & Nathan Race 
&c., are rising into the Great Limestone. 
At Stanhopeburn Mine the Flatts are in some degree improved and upon which we have 
little or no expense for Timber, and the Ore is of the better quality. Jos. Collinwood &c., 
are driving the Horse Level. 
Iam much obliged to the Court for their sympathising letter of the 11" inst. 

Iam Sirs &c., &c. Thomas Dodd 


Supplement to above 

To The Honourable, the Governor & Co, Nenthead 27" January 1816 

Sirs. I have been duly favoured with the Courts Letter of the 19" inst., and have during this 
week, lett Bargains to 80 men at 38/ of which here is a list. 

I am sorry to hear so unfavourable an account of the Lead Markets; if they continue it will 
be the destruction of this Country. 


ae 


Tam Sirs &c., &c. Thomas Dodd 


Workforce 27 January 1816 


Number of Rates per Bing Number of Per fathom for 
Men for rais® Ore Men driving dead works 

8 20/ 2 10/ 

2 22/ 4 17/ 

24 23/ 4 55/ 

44 25/ 4 60/ 

6 26/ 2 70/ 

36 Dt 8 80/ 

18 28/ 4 90/ 

24 30/ 2 100/ 

12 33/ 4 105/ 

4 34/ 8 110/ 

24 35/ 4 115/ 

14 36/ 14 120/ 

70 38/ 2 140/ 

Supplement 80 8 150/ 

2 40/ 6 160/ 

4 45/ 
Total = 372 Total = 76 

No of Men Raising Ore B12 
Number of Men at Dead Work 76 
448 


General Report of Mines in Alston Moor &c. 
Ladyday 1816 
After viewing a part of the mines, myself my health preventing me, the remaining part was 
viewed by my son and others so that the service suffered no loss. I therefore let the Bargains 


as follows from 18/ to 28/ per Bing 80 men 
28/ to 35/ per Bing 58 men 

at 35/ per Bing 120 men 

Dead work 42 men 

Total 300 men 


Which is fewer than last quarter by 40. This method may do for some time, but not long as 
some of the Greenwich Hospital Leases stand exposed. 
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Joseph Wallace &c., at Rampgill are rising into the Vein in the Great Limestone and will 
raise Ore. Matthew Thompson &c., are sinking a Sump out of the upper Level to the Deep 
one both for opening the Vein in the Little sills (Little Limestone, Coal Hazel etc.) which 
will raise Ore and also to accommodate the mine with fresh air. 

Scaleburnmoss mine will raise Ore so as to preserve the same from loss having only 4 men 
in Dead work. John Richardson &c., are driving the Horse Level, which prepares the Vein 
for raising Ore. 

Middlecleugh is also raising Ore in such quantities as to be preserved from loss, George 
Robinson &c., are driving the Horse Level and by alternately sinking and rising from said 
Level the Ore is got. 

Smallcleugh Flatts. The extensive, yet are harder and poorer than formerly being 
principally the pickings of the sides after the best parts have been taken away. The Ore 
being of a superior quality makes it appear that more hands are employed in pickings in the 
mine than any other in the Moor. Smallcleugh Engine Level having arrived at the first of 
Middlecleugh Veins. Joseph Spark &c., are rising out of the said Level into the bottoms of 
Middlecleugh Vein to bring the water off and raise the Ore long since left there. Matthew 
Hall &c., are sinking a Sump from the Horse Level into the Deep Level to drain the Vein 
and raise Ore. I expect the places which have been lost for a great number of years by being 
overpowered by water, contain considerable quantities of Ore and we are in the direct road 
for bringing them to light for the success depends in great measure on the properest mode 
of going about the trials. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein is not doing well as might from first appearance yet is a good 
and hopeful trial and will prove satisfactory the present situation requires a good deal of 
Dead expense which by and by will get reduced. William Irwin &c., are sinking into the 
Vein in the Great Limestone and will soon raise Ore. John Milburn &c., are driving the 
Horse Level from the Northmost boundary Southward to meet the Horse Level driving from 
the South end and going Northwards. Jas Bell &c., are cutting a cross to a string laying 4 
fathoms off the Vein to the West and trust will prove successful. 

Garrigill mines are still poor but having little Dead work upon them will eventually do 
better. Thomas Cain &c., at Browngill Sun Vein are driving the Horse Level and Adam 
Walton &c., are driving the Horse Level at Tynebottom. 

Middlehope Mine continues to do well. Richard Hutchinson &c., are driving the upper 
Level to prepare the Vein for raising Ore in the upper Stratums & causing fresh air to 
circulate through all the workings of the advanced part of the mine. Thos. Hudson &c., are 
rising out of the Horse Level into the Coal Sills for trying the Vein. 

I have as above let Bargains in the Moor to 300 men and according to the Courts direction 


I have let Bargains at Middlehope 82 
Stanhope same as last quarter 20 

Ireshopeburn 4 

106 

in the Moor 300 

406 


Just 50 men reduced in my department which I trust the Court will approve and which I 
trust they will seriously take into their consideration at Midsummer as several Leases 
cannot be covered with so few hands. The workmen who are out of employment are very 
much distressed and would gladly work for the Company. If the Court think not proper to 
employ them at 35/ per Bing. I am no better in my health. 
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Tam Sirs &c., &c. Thomas Dodd 


NB The Courts letter of the 7th March could have been acknowledged by my writing on 
the 10th but I hope the Court will excuse for not doing that on the Sabbath day of which 
my conscience would have accused me. 


Alston Moor District Weardale District 
No of Rates Noof Fath Rates Noof Rates Noof Fath Rates 
Men per Bing Men Men per Bing Men 
6 18/ 4 10 90/ 4 5 100/ 
14 23/ 4 10 ~=100/ 20 23/ 2 5 120/ 
4 24/ 2 3. 115/ 4 24/ 4 3 150/ 
16 25/ 10 17. =: 120/ 16 25/ 
2 27/ 12 15. = 140/ 2; 27/ 
42 28/ 4 10 ~=100/ 
18 30/ 6 5 170/ 14 30/ 
22 33/ 
18 34/ 
120 35/ 36 35/ 
258 42 70 96 10 13 


258 Per Bing 
42 Per Fathom 
96 _~ Per Bing 
10 Per Fathom 

406 Total Men 


Teesdale Bargains Ladyday 1816 

Lodgesyke, Coldberry, Brockergill, Wiregill, & Flakebridge Mines, are proceeding without 
any material change since Christmas Report. The Level from which the Workings at 
Mannergill are prosecuting was given up several years ago, but from the report of my 
Uncle & several of the Old Workmen of wherein I made enquiries, I was not satisfied with 
the manner in which it had been discontinued & therefore had it reopened during the last 
year to extend the trial, and the Level having been driven to the point where the proposed 
additional trial was wished to be made it was effected during last quarter, & I have reason 
to hope that we have regained & by it a Mine that will become advantageous as the 
prospects are now favourable at the present stage of the trial, the best price per Bing is 
required to be given. 

The whole of the Teesdale Workings which could with propriety stand, have been stopped 
agreeable to the directions of the Court, and the prices are greatly reduced throughout, as 
will be perceived by the list of Bargains. The data on which they are let was to allow the 
Workmen to earn about 12/ per each for working the whole week of 6 days instead of the 
usual miners week of 5 shifts of 6 hours each; and it is the opinion of the practical agents 
that they can hardly reach that wage, with the utmost possible exertion unless an unforeseen 
improvement takes place in the state of the workings. 

The number of men reduced by this arrangement amounts to 37 (which is about one fifth 
of the whole number employed last quarter) not one of whom can obtain a days’ 
employment in the Country; and the dismissal of so many industrious & excellent workmen 
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under such circumstances (the necessary measure) has been by far the most painful duty I 
have ever performed for the Company. 
In addition to the reduction in the number & wages of the Pickmen, I have also reduced the 
wagemen (Viz., Smiths, and Woodmen) two in number, & 2/ each per week in the wages 
of those retained. 
The dead work is also as much lessened as possible, and in short, the whole department is 
now under the most economical arrangements that I have been able to devise, after repeated 
& almost daily revisals of it for several months past with the express view of reducing the 
expenditure. 

Robert Stagg 


Per Bing 20/ 22/ 23/ 25/ 26/ 30/ 31/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 40/ per Bing 
NoMen 4 4 8 12 6 4 8 8 4 10 44 16 118 


Per Fathom 20/ 70/ 100/ 126/ _ per fathom 
No of Men 6 4 10 6 26 
Total 144 Men 


THOMAS DODD DIED ON APRIL 10th 1816 AGED 64 YEARS. 
ROBERT STAGG TOOK HIS POSITION. 


General Report of Mines in Alston Moor 


Midsummer 1816 
Rampgill the cross Vein which raised the chief part of the Ore at this mine during the last 
three or four years has entirely failed at the leading forehead for several months past and 
the principle part of the Ore now raising at this mine is in the higher part of the sill above 
the former workings of this Vein and in the pickings of the Rampgill Vein and there is little 
prospect of the mine producing much Ore for three or four years to come within which 
period the Level that is driving to unwater the lower part of the limestone of the Old Vein 
is expected to reach the point where it is certainly known considerable mines were left 
which could not be wrought for the water when there is no doubt this mine will again 
become productive and profitable. 
Scaleburnmoss, the workings at this mine are also entirely in Old pickings and in parts of 
the mine which had been left on first working it and this mine stands in exactly similar 
circumstances as the Rampgill Old Vein and there is every reason to believe that in 2 or 3 
years it also will again become profitable. 
Smallcleugh the workings here have been much poorer than usual during the last year and 
still continue so this however the most valuable and profitable mine you have in the Alston 
Moor District at present both in the quantities of the Ore which is very excellent and also 
with respect to quantity and there does not appear to be any reason to doubt that it will be 
continuing mine for years to come and one that will work to profit. 
Middlecleugh this mine is just opening out a new by a deep Level which has been driving 
several years for the purpose of unwatering the part of the limestone which could not be 
wrought by the upper Level on account of water. There appears to be every reason to hope 
that in about a year mines may be regained here that will be very valuable and in which in 
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fact appears to be chief dependence we have to look forward to in this district for the next 
three or four years. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein the workings at this mine are very poor generally and its future 
prospects are by no means Flattering at the same time it is likely to work with some profit. 
The Ore Bargains at the several other mines are chiefly for Old pickings are not expected 
to produce much Ore and upon the whole the quantity of Ore raised this year at these mines 
will eventually be far short of the usual raising in Alston Moor. I have detailed in an 
accompanying sheet the intention of the various Dead work trials and have given the best 
calculation we can make of the time each will require to arrive at its ultimate objects the 
Court will observe by this detail and the Bargains list that the number of men employed in 
Dead work is very greatly increased which was rendered absolutely necessary by finding 
several Leases were uncovered and liable to forfeiture which could not be maintained in 
any other manner than by prosecuting the Dead work trials of them and as the most of them 
appear to have very fair prospects and had been prosecuted at great expense until they were 
nearly approaching the objects for which they were originally commenced it would be 
extremely unwise to discontinue them now as by thus saving the remaining cost of 
completing the trials all the heavy expenditure already incurred would be thrown away 
without a chance of being redeemed whereas by now continuing them to there several 
objects there is every reason to hope that apart at any rate if not the whole of the past 
expense may be repaid in the interim it will make the concern appear to be very losing one 
indeed and the more particularly as to this great increase of Dead work there will also have 
to be added a very heavy expenditure in putting the whole of this district both interior and 
exterior into the repair which is absolutely necessary to afford any future hope of 
prosecuting these mines to profit. 

It is painful in the extreme to have to report that it has evidently been the system (and it is 
acknowledged by Mr. Hornsby) for six or seven years back to raise all the Ore possible and 
to withhold every possible expenditure with a view to preserve a favourable appearance for 
the passing moment and which by allowing the Levels and way gates to run together and 
to get entirely out of repair (which it will note cost very heavy sums to remedy) and by 
pushing forward the Ore workings whenever it could be done before the Levels to increase 
the quality of raising at an enormous increase of price and thereby leaving these Levels and 
way gates to be either pushed forward now at a great addition of expense or force us to 
continue prosecuting the mines to extreme disadvantage will necessarily cause this district 
to appear to very great loss for two or three years to come. 

It is however my own opinion after the most accurate investigation that I have been able to 
make is also the opinion of all the District agents who have reviewed these mines that the 
Court can resolve upon bearing this loss for two or three years the mines will then if we 
have any tolerable fortune get into a state that will afford the strongest grounds to calculate 
upon them the working to advantage and of repaying the intermediate sacrifice and even 
becoming very profitable should there be a prospect of lead reaching £23 or £24 per Fother 
we are however of joint unanimous opinion that in the meantime the loss will be a very 
heavy one indeed unless some unexpected good mine should be met with as we proceed. 
At the same time we are all agreed that it will be the Company's best policy to risk this loss 
for the chance of the future gain which it holds out, and in fact there appears no alternative 
but either to decide upon this or to give up the greatest part of the Leases which could not 
be done without first putting the various mines into proper repair which would cost nearly 
as much as completing the trials without affording any probability of recompense; and as 
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the objects of the chief part of these Leases have not yet been arrived at (as has been already 
stated) this measure could not, in our opinion be decided upon with any propriety in the 
present stage of the various trials. I have thus detailed to the best of my belief the exact 
situation in which this district stands, and it rests with the Court to decide on the future 
mode of conducting it and I can only add that entering upon the superintendence of it in the 
extremely deranged state in which I have found it with the consequent certainty of it being 
a very losing and unsatisfactory concern for a few years to come with that uncertainty of 
future advantage which is necessary attached to all mining management has given me more 
painful anxiety than I ever remember experiencing on any other business occasion 
whatever. 
Robert Stagg 


General Report of Mines in Teesdale 
Midsummer 1816 

Lodgesyke, Brokergill, Wiregill & Flakebridge Mines are no way materially altered 
since the last quarterly report. 
Coldberry still continues very poor & unpromising at the appearance of the leading 
forehead is somewhat improved since last quarter. 
The prospects of Mannergill continued very flattering for a week or two after Lady Day 
Bargains, but have since then altered greatly for the worse, we have now however got the 
leading forehead aired by a drift taken up for that purpose & are in consequence enabled to 
proceed with the trial which all the District Agents think well worthy of further prosecution 
& we doubt not but eventually it will lead to an advantageous Mine. 
The Bargains above 40/ per Bing are for Pickings in parts of the Mines which had been left 
as being too poor to work & are all therefore entirely speculations on the part of the men, 
at the same time there will be a very fair profit to the Company on all the Ore they may 
meet with besides affording the chance of leading to important discoveries and to Mines 
that may be very advantageous which is a case that has happened repeatedly in all the 
mining concerns in these Countries; for it is a notorious fact that a great proportion of the 
good Mines now working were originally discovered by speculation of this description 
made by the men, rather than they would be entirely out of work, and it cannot but be most 
gratifying to the feelings of the Court to know that by the measure decided upon by the 
Gentlemen of the Deputation of allowing greater encouragement for Picking the poor part 
of the Mines, nearly the whole of their workmen have been employed & consequently are 
relieved from the extreme of distress and will at the same time greatly benefit the concern 
by their employment. 
This remark applies to the whole of the District, I consider the Mines in Teesdale to be 
working now to the utmost advantage as we have entirely got quit of the Pumps, & I have 
likewise got the Waygates & Levels generally into fair repair & as we shall conclude all 
the extra charges attendant on improving the washing arrangements &c., during this year I 
have no doubt whatever unless the Mines greatly fail us that the Teesdale District will raise 
Lead next year to allow a fair profit even at the present low price. 
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The whole of the working in this (Teesdale) and other districts were viewed prior to the 
Bargains by all the District Agents and the Bargains let on their joint opinions and are all I 
believe as low as possible. In fact, I fear that the men’s average wage will fall greatly short 
of our intentions at the close of the year for multitudes of them have not yet earned the 
amount of their monthly advances. Viz. 30/. 

Robert Stagg 


General Report of the Mines Midsummer 1816 
Weardale 

Middlehope. The prospects of this Mine are very favourable but the chief workings having 
been pushed forwards upwards of 20 fathoms before the drawing Level, from an improper 
anxiety on the part of Mr Dodd to raise a great quantity of Ore, they were all working to 
great disadvantage, & in consequence the men have been taken out of them & employed in 
the Old Pickings until the Level gets sufficiently forward to enable us to prosecute those 
leading Workings to the greatest advantage; which has necessarily occasioned a greater 
number of Bargains to be let at higher prices this quarter than formerly but although the 
present appearance is thereby rendered unfavourable the Company will eventually be 
greatly benefited by the reduced rates at which those places now standing will work when 
fairly opened out & it will be no loss but the contrary, to fall short of raising the usual 
quantity of Ore at this Mine until the stock is reduced at Stanhope Mill. To give the Court 
some idea of the state of the workings discontinued I directed the Agents in their inspection 
of the mine to view them and report to me the price at which they would work after the 
Level in question is got up and by small partnerships of 4 men instead of the larger 
partnerships of 8 or 10 men recently working them, and their report is as follows. 


Working where 10 men have been employed at 23s per Bing will then 

Work at 15/ 
Working where 10 men have been employed at 25s per Bing with the work at 18/ 
Working where 8 men have been employed at 25s per Bing with the work at 21/ 
Working where 6 men have been employed at 30s per Bing with the work at 25/ 
Working where 6 men have been employed at 23s per Bing with the work at 18/ 


Some part of this enormous difference of price is owing to the improvement of the mines, 
but they all agree that the attend method of working this mine just stated will be a saving 
upon the average of at least 4s a Bing. Which upon the quantity that will annually be raised 
from the working will amount to not less than £40 per year. The Level to relieve these 
workings is driving as quickly as possible but being extremely hard and poor we have been 
obliged to give a price per Fathom in addition to the price per Bing. As the Court will see 
by referring to Edward Byers &c., in the list of Bargains, we calculate that in less than a 
year this Level will be so far driven that we shall be able to prosecute the Ore workings 
now left off to the greatest advantage. 

Thomas Hudson &c., have been working by Thomas Dodd's directions the greatest part of 
last quarter without a Bargain the work has now therefore been estimated and a Bargain let 
them for it. They are this quarter employed in rising into an upper sill in the new Vein 
which has for a considerable time been unproductive but is now rather promising and we 
anticipate that the trial in question will lead to better prospects in this once valuable Vein. 
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Thomas Gleeson &c., are diving to air this rise & also prove the intermediate ground, these 
trials are expected to terminate in 6 months. 

The Middle Level on which the whole of the leading workings are dependant for a supply 
of air having been discontinued since last Michaelmas & the Top Level intended to 
communicate with the Middle Level having been also standing the same length of time, 
Joseph Temperly &c., have been employed to drive forward the Top Level until it is pushed 
as far forward as the Middle Level Forehead then to sink a Sump into the Middle Level to 
air it & from this Sump it is intended to try the Vein in the Slate Sills which are here in a 
very favourable situation for producing Ore & from which we anticipate opening out an 
extended Mine in the upper Strata. 

Wm. Brown &c., are employed to rise from the Middle Level to meet the Sump & by doing 
so they will make a trial of the Vein in the Firestone Sill; it is expected the trials will occupy 
six months but they are certainly very desirable & when it is considered that without them 
it would be impossible to work the very excellent Mines now standing in the lower 
Workings without extreme loss & injury. I doubt the Court will at once see the necessity 
& advantage of pushing them forward as speedily as possible. Upon the whole, the 
prospects for this Mine are extremely promising & when the trials now making are 
completed the Court may expect very handsome profits to come from it even supposing the 
present depression of the Lead Trade to continue. It is in fact the Mine which to all present 
appearance will be by far the most advantageous of any in your concern, as in addition to 
its richness the Ore is of excellent quality & it requires comparatively little wood in working 
it & when once got into a proper working state it will then be prosecuted at a slight expense 
of Dead Work. 

Stanhopeburn Mine. The leading workings in the Flatts is improved in appearance & the 
Bargain in it has accordingly been let at 30/ a Bing, the other workings continue poor but 
there being no expense incurred by prosecuting them beyond the price per Bing given they 
will yet work to profit. Joseph Vipond &c., are sinking a Shaft for the purpose of airing 
these workings & to enable us to make trials as several strings which have lately been cut 
by the Level it is expected that this shaft will be finished in 5 or 6 months. Two Ore 
Bargains have been lett @45/ a Bing in Old Workings in another Vein where little has been 
done by the Company, as the Ore of this Vein is of superior quality we shall at that price 
have a fair profit by working it & these two Bargains may be considered a desirable trial 
for by this we shall without any expense have an opportunity of ascertaining the state in 
which these old workings have been left & be thus enabled to decide with more precision 
respecting any further trial of them. 

Thomas Wallace &c., are driving the deep water Level this Level which has been driving 
many years at an expense of no less than £2500 had been allowed to stand nearly two years 
though within a few fathoms of the principle Vein, to cut said under the Old workings 
appears to have been the main object in driving it, being fully aware of the circumstances 
immediately on entering upon the direction of this Mine I let a Bargain until Midsummer 
at 140/ per fathom, as the Court will see in the list of Bargains & have now the Level having 
become much harder being obliged to give 220/ a fathom, this trial is expected to be 
completed in 9 months or a year & however expensive there seem sufficient grounds for 
continuing it & if this object could justify the driving a level 400 fathoms it must surely be 
worth completing when so near the Vein, and from all the information which can be 
collected there is good reason to hope that Ore will be raised to pay a part if not the whole 
of the money which this trial has cost. 
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Midsummer 1816 

Detail of the objects of the Alston Moor Dead Work Bargains. 
Rampgill mine Thomas Hewitson &c., are driving South in the limestone in the cross Vein 
that was so productive a year ago but which has lately become poor, in order to prove it 
further forward as it is entirely whole to the end of the boundary and is an object that cannot 
with any propriety be discontinued in the present stage of the trials all though it is not 
required to hold the Lease. Matthew Thompson &c., are sinking a Sump through the Great 
Limestone into the low Level forehead for air and to try the sills above the low Level, which 
are expected to produce Ore the object of the low Level into which the Sump is sinking is 
to draw that part of the limestone in the Rampgill Veins which could not be got to by the 
former workings on account of water. It is universally believed that very considerable 
quantities of Ore will be raised in three or four years through the medium of this Level and 
in the interim it is expected that Ore will be got as it proceeds after sinking the Sump which 
will be completed in 6 or 8 months which will more than repay the expense of driving the 
Level. This Level must of necessity be continued, as it is one of the leading hopes of 
relieving the Nenthead mines. Joseph Wallace &c., are driving the Level forehead 
Southward and are intending to continue it 78 fathoms further and the to rise 67 fathoms 
into the Great Limestone which is absolutely necessary to air the drift driving up by Thomas 
Hewitson &c., and the mine generally, this it is expected will be accomplished in about 4 
or 5 months. 
Emmanuel Nattrass &c., are opening out a Level which has been allowed to run together 
and which has thrown the water upon Col. Beaumont's mines at Coalcleugh thereby 
subjecting the Company to an action for damages which the Col.'s agents have lately been 
threatening it is also necessary to be opened for the more advantageous picking of the upper 
sills it is expected to be completed in about a year. 
Scaleburnmoss mine John Walker &c., are cutting up a piece of hard ground to bring the 
water from the bottom of the limestone in which it is said a good deal of Ore of Ore was 
left further East and it is also necessary to enable us to work this mine generally to more 
advantage we expect to get it effected in about 6 months. 
Old Carrs. Geo. Robinson &c., have already cut part of the Carrs Vein & are continuing 
to cut through her, which will require 4 or 5 fathoms driving & may probably be 
accomplished in 2 months & it is expected this vein will then produce Ore that will more 
than pay the expense of its further trial. 
Longcleugh. Robert Dickinson &c., are sinking a Sump into the Level in this Vein for the 
joint purpose of airing the Level & of opening out the Sills above it when Ore is expected 
to be raised. This Sump will require half a year or more to complete. 
Smallcleugh. Matthew Hall &c., are driving a deep Level Southward in order to relieve 
the Middlecleugh Sun Vein & 2"4 Sun Vein. This level will reach the Dun Vein in 10 or 
11 fathoms driving (which will be effected in less than a quarter of a year) & some workings 
will then be opened, but nothing very extraordinary is expected from this Vein. In driving 
40 or 50 fathoms further it will cut the Middlecleugh 2"! Sun Vein where it is expected 
good Mines will be obtained in the bottom part of the Limestone. We calculate that the 
Level will arrive at the last of its objects in about a year & our chief hope of raising Ore to 
employ Nenthead Mill for the next 2 or 3 years rests on the Mines that we expect to open 
out by this & the Middlecleugh Level it also covers the following Leases Viz. Smallcleugh 
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X Vein, Longcleugh East End, Middlecleugh 1%‘ Sun Vein, Middlecleugh, Middlecleugh 1°‘ 
Sun Vein East, Middlecleugh 2" Sun Vein, and Middlecleugh 2™4 Sun Vein East. 
Anthony Brown &c., are cutting Cross for the discovery of more Flatts eastward by which 
there is considerable expectation of opening out more extensive Mines & which we expect 
to prove in 5 or 6 months. 

Middlecleugh. George Hetherington &c., are driving another branch of the Smallcleugh 
deep Level to drive a part of the Limestone in Middlecleugh Vein & at one of about 40 or 
50 fathoms driving from the dip of the Sills it is expected this Level will be in the bottom 
of the Limestone & may then be calculated to raise Ore in the driving besides completely 
unwatering the Limestone, on which a good deal of Ore is said to be left, a few workings 
have already been opened by it, and others will be opened in driving up the 40 or 50 fathoms 
above noted, this dead part of the Level is calculated may be 3 quarters of a year in getting 
up. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein. John Vipond &c., are driving through a piece of ground in this 
Vein which is absolutely necessary to air the Mine & enable us to Work it to advantage, we 
calculate upon completing it in a quarter of a year & expect to raise some Ore as it proceeds. 
Blackashgill. John Elliott &c., are driving the Level which is necessary to preserve the 
Lease & also to continue the trial which is considered promising as seven Strings have cut 
a parallel Vein about 20 or 30 fathoms before this Level & will join there the Vein, that it 
is to try which circumstances afford strong grounds for hoping that this Vein may be 
enriched when these Strings intersect it & should this be the case a lasting & valuable Mine 
may be the result as the Vein is entirely untouched for several hundred fathoms in this 
Liberty. 

Hangingshaw Cross Vein. Hugh Readshaw &c., are driving a Level to prove the Vein & 
relieve the Soles under the Old Workings & there are 70 or 80 fathoms of whole ground in 
which it is said a good deal of Ore is left, it is hoped that Ore may shortly be raised at any 
rate this trial is absolutely necessary at present to cover the Lease. 

Broomsbury & Scaleburnmoss Cross Vein. Edward Robson are driving a very deep 
Level in the Scaleburnmoss Cross Vein in order to unwater the lower part of the Great 
Limestone & the Quarry Hazel in all the Scaleburn & Rampgill Veins & it will be several 
years before every object of this Level can be accomplished but it is expected that Ore may 
be got in about a year in the prosecuting of this Level that will pay the expense of it, & at 
any rate as this is a trial that embraces several objects & maintains several Leases it cannot 
be discontinued. 

Gudamegill Moss. Robert Pearson &c., are driving a Level in this Vein to open out the Old 
Workings where it is said a great deal of Ore is left & also to get before them to try the Sills 
that are left whole to the end of the Boundary. It is expected that Ore will shortly be 
obtained at this Mine & as the trial is deemed promising this Level must go on otherwise 
the Lease will be forfeited. 

Loveladyshield. John Dickinson &c., are driving a drift to cut several untried Veins, one 
is expected to be cut in 36 or 40 fathoms driving another in about 30 or 40 fathoms further 
and about 28 or 30 fathoms further still it is expected a third will be cut. These different 
objects of this Level cannot be arrived at in less than 2 years but the trial is judged to be 
very promising & as a general grant is preserved by it, it cannot be discontinued. 
Longholehead. Thomas Archer &c., are driving a Level for a more convenient way to 
work the Longholehead & Browngill Veins in the upper Sills in any whole ground that has 
been left, it will cut the first Vein in about 6 or 8 months, after which Ore may be expected 
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to be raised, should the trial be successful, it also covers the Longholehead & Browngill 
Lease. 

Bentyfield. Thomas Cain &c., are driving a Level to relieve the Vein from water in order 
to work the low part of the great Limestone & get to the fore end of the Old Workings 
which is the chief object of the trial & at which it is expected arrive in about 40 fathoms 
further driving in the same time it is opening out Pickings that are worked to profit which 
will enable us to accomplish the general & leading objects of the trial at a slight expense & 
we expect to arrive at them in about a year. 

Browngill & Thortergill. Joseph Hall &c., are driving a Level to relieve the under part of 
the Limestone in the Browngill & Browngill Sun Vein also to cut the Thortergill Cross 
Vein which is there entirely whole & unexplored & in about 40 fathoms further driving 
which we expect to accomplish within a year it is hoped that Ore will be raised. This Level 
cannot be allowed to stand as it covers the Thortergill Cross Vein. 

Garrigillburn Old Groves Cross Vein. Wm. Parmley &c., are driving in the Limestone 
in this Vein & at the end of about 30 fathoms it is expected a fair running Vein 
(Hundybridge Vein) will intersect her, where there is the strongest reason to hope that Ore 
will be got to advantage as it is the character of this Vein to be productive when intersected 
by any fair running Vein & we calculate upon arriving at this Vein in less than half a year 
when we trust the dead weight of this trial will cease. A small Company are working this 
Cross Vein to advantage within a few yards of the extremity of the Company’s boundary 
which gives us additional reason to hope for success in the further prosecution of this trial, 
which must proceed as the Lease will become forfeited without it. 

Crossgill. James Dickinson &c., are driving a Level to try this Vein in the Scar Limestone 
which has been very productive in an adjacent liberty, it will require to be driven 80 fathoms 
to complete the trial which we hope to effect in about a year, the Lease is covered by this 
trial. 

Tynebottom Sun Vein. Joseph Wandlace &c., are driving a Level to make a further trial 
of the Flatts in this Vein & also to try the Windshawbridge Cross Vein at the point of 
intersection with this Vein. The Windshawbridge Cross Vein Lease is covered by this 
Level which must therefore proceed. The objects of this trial are expected to be arrived at 
in a few months. 

Thortergill Syke &c. John Archer &c., are reopening a Level which has been allowed to 
run together, this Level is required to be kept & left open it also affords the most 
advantageous means of working the low Sills of the Browngill & Lonholehead Veins & it 
is allowed by the whole of the Agents to be the most effectual & advantageous mode of 
working these extensive Veins & as it also covers the Leases of Thortergill & Thortergill 
Syke which have long been liable to forfeiture I have employed the above partnership to 
open it out which I the more readily determined upon as it must of necessity be opened 
some time & the longer it remains unopened the more expense it will be to accomplish it, 
it is therefore the decided interest of the Company to have it done immediately on the 
ground of saving only, independent of the advantages further working of the mines recited.. 
We do not expect to complete it in less time than 2 years, nor at an expense below £400 or 
£500. 

Caplecleugh Cross Vein. Robert Black &c., are driving the low Level to try the several 
other Veins & it will take according to the best calculations we can make about four years 
to arrive at the Cross Vein, after which the Level will be driven in the Cross Vein until it 
arrive at the remaining objects, but after it reaches the Cross Vein it is confidently expected 
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that Ore will be got that will be very valuable as it proceeds towards the other Veins. This 
will be one of the longest & most expensive trials in this district, for it cannot be completed 
in less than 10 or 12 years & will cost at least £2000, before it reaches the first Vein & 
consequently before there is a chance of raising any Ore, but on the other hand the objects 
of it are also of the greatest magnitude for the most confident expectation is entertained by 
all the district Agents & the Workmen in general that it will open out an extensive & 
advantageous Mining Field at a future day, and that it is in fact your chief dependence as a 
Mining Company in the Alston Moor District. This Level covers the following Leases Viz., 
Cowshill, Cowhill, Caplecleugh Cross Vein, Capelcleugh, Capelcleugh North Vein, 
Hangingshaw West End, & Caplecleugh Sun Vein each of which Veins it will eventually 
open out & of course requires to be pushed with the greatest vigour. 
Robert Stagg 


Alston Moor Bargains 


Per Bing 18/ 20/ 25/ 26/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 36/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 45/ 50/ 60/ 
NoofMen 6 4 10 18 8 16 30 10 20 4 38 10 35 31 15 10 4 4 
Total of 273 men 


Dead Work 73/ 120/ 135/ 20/ 55/  85/ 100/ 105/ 95/ 


No of Men 4 12 4 4 4 4 6 6 4 
Total of 54 Men 
Total of 14 Men in Wages. 


Teesdale Bargains 
Per Bing 20/ 22/ 25/ 28/ 30/ 31/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 45/ 
NoofMen 12 4 8 12 28 4 12 4 6 4 12 14 20 14 
Total of 154 men 


Dead Work 80/ 90/ 100/ 110/ 120/ 160/ 
No of Men 4 6 8 4 4 2 
Total of 28 men 


Weardale Bargains 
Per Bing 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 45/ 
No of Men 8 14 2 8 8 16 10 14 4 18 
Total of 102 men 


Dead Work 60/ 100/ 140/ 
No of Men 4 10 4 
Total of 120 men 


Total number of Men Employed 
Alston Moor 341 
Teesdale 182 
Weardale 120 
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General Report Michaelmas 1816 

In the several districts of Alston Moor, Teesdale and Weardale there is no material 
alteration in the prospects of the various mines since the last quarterly report, to which I 
therefore refer the Court, as the report of the present quarter with respect to the views of 
the several trials. 
We are proceeding to put the mines in Alston moor into repair and in pushing forward such 
of the Levels and drifts as are essential to the future advantageous working of these mines 
as was proposed in the last report in doing which the Courts instructions to make the 
expense fall as gradually as is consistent with a due consideration of all circumstances 
respecting these mines has been fully attended to get as very much of the expense cannot 
be withheld without a sacrifice greatly beyond the interest of the sums that will have to be 
expended in these repairs and without the greatest disadvantage (such as the repairs of the 
Rails in the Levels, nearly the whole of which the district agents report to be in the most 
wretched state and which must be renewed immediately or the drawing of the mines will 
be totally interrupted and the erection of the two crushing mills, which will be a saving in 
the two or three first years equal to the whole cost of them) the heaviest part of the 
expenditure will necessarily fall upon the year now commencing. 
I have reason however to hope that so many of the Dead trials will arrive at the objects of 
them during the ensuing quarter as will enable me at its termination to reduce that part of 
the weight very considerably, I Flatter myself to the extent of 25 or 35 men and trust that 
some part of them will open out better mines than we have in this district at present, none 
of which have at all improved since last quarter nor has any circumstance arisen to cause 
me to alter any part of the opinion then offered relative to their state and future prospects. 

The earnings of the workmen as far as we can yet judge have been exceedingly small the 
last year in all districts, not I believe exceeding £30 each upon an average of the whole 
concern and the annexed Bargains are expected to average very little higher but unless an 
unlooked-for reduction take place in the price of provisions it will not be possible for the 
men to exist on these wages as a continuing average, indeed the whole of these counties 
exhibit at present a scene of poverty and want which is most distressing. 

Robert Stagg 


Alston Moor Bargains 


Per Bing 19/ 20/ 23/ 25/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 31/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 36/ 37/ 38/ 40/ 
NoofMen6 4 6 10 6 12 32 4 8 8 14 60 6 12 39 16 
243 men 


Dead Work  10/ 20/ 30/ 35/ 50/ 45/ 55/ 60/ 65/ 70/ 85/ 95/ 100/ 110/ 120/ 140/ 
No of Men 4 4 4 4 4 6 4 4 8 6 6 8 6 6 6 6 
58 men 
Some of these are working per the Bing besides 
Total of 301 Men 
Weardale Bargains 
Per Bing 20/ 21/ 25/ 26/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 
No of Men 4 4 6 8 24 14 2 5 12 8 2 28 
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117 men 


Dead Work 60/ 100/ 120/ 130/ 160/ 
No of Men 4 4 4 4 10 
18 (sic) men 
Total of 135 Men 
Teesdale Bargains 
Per Bing 20/ 22/ 23/ 26/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 36/ 38/ 40/ 45/ 
No of Men 28 4 4 2 8 16 12 8 12 49 2 12 3 4 
156 men 


Dead Work 45/ 55/ 60/ 90/ 100/ 120/ 130/ 140/ 
No of Men 4 4 4 4 8 4 4 10 
42 Men 
Total of 198 Men 
Total Number of Men 634 
Quarterly Report Ladyday 1817 

Weardale District 
Middlehope. The general prospects of this Mine are very considerably improved since the 
last quarterly Report, and we have in consequence been able to let a few Bargains at 
uncommonly low prices, but the Old Pickings being very much exhausted we have been 
obliged to give the higher prices to a greater number of partnerships. No additional Dead 
Work has been let except the sinking of a Shaft into the Vein to open out & air the workings 
in that part of the Mine which has Mr Staggs sanction before he left the North. 
Stanhopeburn. In the appearance or prospects of this Mine no material alteration has taken 
place several of the old pickings are raising Ore so as to make the workmen fair wages & 
the Rates are necessarily high yet there will remain a reasonable profit to the Company 
upon the Ore so raised & as the Dead Work will soon be considerably reduced there appears 
no reason to doubt that this Mine will work to advantage. 


Teesdale District 
Lodgesyke There has no alteration of importance taken place during the last quarter in the 
appearance and prospects of the leading workings in the Mine the old pickings are however 
considerably poorer as the great bulk of the workmen has been so long confined to them 
that they are nearly exhausted & we believe that the men now working them will earn on 
an average 10/ a week at the prices we have given which considering the great quantity of 
wood required in the Mine is all that could be allowed to leave a profit to the Company. 
We have not employed any additional workmen but owing to the washers being placed in 
the Mine during the Winter, there is an increase of numbers in the Bargain list. 
Coldberry. The Vein at this mine having improved a little we have been enabled to let a 
Bargain to raise Ore by driving forward the Level. 
The various trials at the other Mines in Teesdale continued to be prosecuted without any 
change of circumstances except that some of the Levels being more difficult to work we 
have been obliged to increase the Rates. 


Alston Moor District. 
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In the general appearance and prospects of the mines in this district no very material 
alterations has taken place during the last quarter. Though upon the whole we consider 
them as rather improving. Several of the old pickings lately opened have been tolerable 
productive and the working of them has afforded employment to great numbers of your 
workmen who must otherwise depend on parochial relief for support. The numerous trials 
in the district continue to be prosecuted without any change of circumstances. 
Agreeable to Mr. Stagg's instructions we have reduced the Dead work as much as possible 
consistently with the regular prosecution of the various mines. 
No new Dead work trials have been commenced which had not previously been approved 
by him. 

Joseph Little. J Millican. 


Weardale Bargains Ladyday 1817 

Per Bing 16/ 18/ 20/ 25/ 26/ 30/ 32/ 34/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 
NoofMen 2 12> 38 2 4 8 10 4 16 16 2 38 
Total 122 


Dead work —50/ 53/ 70/ 110/ = =120/ 
NoofMen 4 4 4 14 4 
Total 30 

Total No of men 152 


Teesdale Bargains Ladyday 1817 

Per Bing 20/ 21/ 22/ 25/ 26/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 
NoofMen 8 4 4 4 4 14 26 10 4 8 54 12 4 
Total 154 


Dead work 20/ 70/ 150/ 140/ 100/ 90/  110/ 
NoofMen 4 4 10 8 4 4 4 
Total 38 

Total No of men 192 


Alston Moor Bargains Ladyday 1817 

Per Bing 21 25 28 30 32 33 35 «6360 38) 40 
No of Men 8 4 12 26 16 16 6l S ° oy, 30 
Total 256 


Dead work 240 100 110 90 170 65 95 60 


No of Men 6 6 14° 16 9 4 4 4 
Total 63 
Total No of men 319 


General Report of Mines Midsummer 1817 
Alston Moor Report 
Rampgill The Ore workings at the mine are entirely confined to the Old pickings which 
are very poor, but the Low Level driving by Robert Hetherington &c., for the purpose of 
unwatering and opening it out below the Old workings is expected to be in a part of the 
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Vein that will raise Ore in a few Fathoms driving after which it may be hoped to raise Ore 
that will more than repay its further prosecution. 

Rampgill Sun Vein It is we expect a part of this Vein which we have discovered since the 
last report that promises to become so advantageous to the Company as its appearance is 
most Flattering and is entirely whole for a great length and we have no doubt of raising a 
very considerable quantity of Ore in it during the present quarter, as the Court will easily 
judge by the low prices at which the Bargains are let. Matthew Thompson are driving a 
Low Level to open out the mine to advantage. Jacob Blaylock &c., are sinking a shaft 
immediately where we have made the discovery in order to ventilate the mine, to prove the 
whole of the strata and to prepare the Vein for effectual working. James Lee &c., are cutting 
a Cross cut from the shaft to try three other promising Veins which have been left untried 
under similar circumstances as the Vein we have just discovered. We expect to reach the 
furthest of them in about 45 Fathoms driving and the whole of the agents consider this a 
most desirable and promising trial, as the Veins in question are entirely whole and in 
precisely the same situation as the Vein we have found so productive. George Raw are 
cutting a cross to prove this Vein further Eastwards. 

Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein Is raising Ore to advantage without any material fluctuation since 
last report. 

Scaleburn Thomas Robinson &c., are driving a low Level to open out effectually the lower 
parts of the mine and is hoped that it may shortly raise Ore to defray the expense of driving 
up to the leading objects of it where it is not doubted that advantageous working will be 
gained. 

Smallcleugh This mine is not so productive as usual and the three Dead work Bargains are 
let to cut a cross in different parts of the Vein under a conviction that a part of it is left on 
one side of the present workings. 

Middlecleugh Continues to raise Ore in the old pickings that will leave some profit 
although small as there is no dead weight upon it, it is however very poor and we have not 
much expectation that it will become productive. 

Middlecleugh 1st Sun Vein has proved much less productive since it was relieved by the 
low Level than had been calculated upon and the present Dead work Bargain is for the 
purpose of proving through the whole of the limestone to ascertain if the lowest part of it is 
more productive, which will be completed in a short time. 

Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein this is one of the objects which I hoped on reaching, it might 
assist in reviving the prospects of the Alston District, by a great effort we cut the Vein last 
quarter and I am happy to say it so far bids fair to realise the expectations entertained of it 
as the Court will judge by the low prices at which the Ore Bargains are let. Matthew Elliott 
&c., are sinking a Sump for the effectually unwatering of this mine which I hope may now 
be expected to become profitable. 

Middlecleugh Cross Vein has become exceedingly poor and the Bargains let in it is to 
prove, a little distant from the recent workings. 

Longcleugh raises a little Ore but it is poor and requires great prices and as it is a promising 
Vein R Dickenson &c., are driving the Level with the intention of continuing through a 
cross Vein which is not far distant from it and which it is expected may render this Vein 
more productive. 

Old Carrs Robert Black &c., are driving a low Level to try this Vein (which was formerly 
productive) in a new situation and we hope to reach it in a few fathoms. 
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Tynebottom Sun Vein has become much more productive and will raise Ore this year to 
leave a fair profit the Level is driving a necessary appendage to the regular opening out and 
prosecuting of the mine. 

Tynebottom West of Tyne The Bargains let here is merely to preserve the Lease until we 
are enabled (after getting off our hands a part of the present heavy and inevitable Dead 
weight) to make a more regular trial of it. 

Bentyfield Sun Vein Is poor, but as there is now no Dead weight upon it will not be a 
losing concern. 

Browngill Sun Vein the Bargain let here is merely to maintain the Lease without loss until 
we complete the opening out of a low Level by which we hope to regain mines that will be 
productive in this Vein as well as in the Browngill and Thortergill Veins. 

The trials at Crossgill, Blackashgill, Garrigill Old Groves, Gudhamgillmoss, Broomsberry, 
and Lovelady shield are continuing as usual, none of them having yet arrived at their 
proposed objects. 

In concluding the report of the Alston District, I have much satisfaction in adding that its 
general prospects are very materially improved. On the present year an extraordinary Dead 
weight will fall which will sink the profits in a great measure but it is peculiarly gratifying 
to my feelings that it appears not to have been spent in vain, and that we may have now 
reasonable hope for fair profits in this district after the present year. 


Weardale Report 

Middlehope Mine is very little alteration since last Reports and upon the whole it may be 
pronounced somewhat poorer. We are continuing to push forward the Low Level to open 
out the Mine & enable it to be wrought to the greater advantage. We are still however a 
considerable distance behind the Foremost Workings which are standing until it reaches 
them when they will work to much greater advantage than they were doing whilst they were 
advanced before the Level. Thos. Cail &c., are driving the Level West in the new Vein for 
the purpose of further trial in it and to open out more Ore Workings. Jno. Craig &c., are 
driving the middle Level in the old Vein the object of which is to ventilate the whole mine 
by communicating with the low Level through the medium of Sumps between them, and 
also to prove the Vein in the intervening Strata. James Rain &c., are driving the upper Level 
in the same Vein to communicate with the middle Level for similar purposes all of which 
are essential to the regular & advantageous Working of this Vein. George Gill &c., are 
cutting a Cross to prove a promising String lately discovered. 

Stanhopeburn Mine continues to raise Ore at high prices & without much alteration in its 
general appearance. Joseph Vipond &c., are cutting a Cross from the forehead of the high 
Level to open out the Flats in this situation & by communicating with the back workings, 
to ventilate the whole Mine & Geo. Smith &c., are driving forward the low Level to prove 
the Vein further West. 


Teesdale Report 
Lodgesyke Mine. This Mine is no way materially altered in its prospects since the last 
reports. Jno. Lowes &c., are driving the ow Level upon which depends the opening out & 
regular Working of the Mine. Jos. Spark &c., are rising from the forehead of the Level to 
prove the Vein in the lower Sills & as an experiment to ascertain whether it may not be 
more advantageous in some parts of the Vein to cut the whole of it out by the Fathom 
instead of working it by the Bing. By the mode now trying much wood will be saved, the 
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wages will be more equalised and there will be considerable saving also in the washing but 
it remains to be proved by trial which will be most profitable when everything is taken into 
account; the District Agents, however, as well as myself lean to the opinion that from the 
peculiar nature of this Vein the mode now trying will be found an improvement. In order 
to ascertain with certainty the preferable manner of working I propose to have an account 
kept of the Ore produced in a certain length of the Vein & the expense it cost by the plan 
now trying & to work an equal length by the usual plan, keeping a similar account of the 
produce and expense, the agents noticing particularly from time to time the fluctuation in 
each length with respect to the quantity of Ore & the ease of Working, & thus we shall be 
enabled to form a conclusion with sufficient practical accuracy. 

Coldberry. Is so far improved that we are enabled to prosecute the Level upon which the 
further trial of the Mine depends at a Bing price without any expense of Dead Work & it is 
looking more promising at this time than it has done since the first discovery of the Vein. 
Still however we are not sanguine that it will speedily become very profitable although we 
hope the balance may now be in its favour. 

The other trials in Teesdale are proceeding towards the ultimate objects of them with little 
or no variation of circumstances, and the prices both o dead work and for raising Ore have 
been kept as low as possible. 


Alston Moor Bargains 

Per Bing 9/ 12/ 19/ 16/ 20/ 25/ 26/ 30/ 31/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 36/ 38/ 40/ 45/ 
NoofMen 4 8 12 6 16 8 28 40 4 28 8 6 51 3 38 20 4 
Total 284 


Per Fathom 18/ 40/ 50/ 60/ 65/ 70/ 75/ 80/ 90/105/ 115/ 120/ 125/ 130/ 200/ 
NoofMen 4 4 12 4 6 14 4 4 6 4 4 16 6 4 6 
Total 98 

Total No of men 382 


Weardale Bargains 

Per Bing =. 20/ 23/ 24/ 25/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 36/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 
NoofMen 4 6 8 4 4 10 4 8 8 24 6 4 2 16 
Total 108 


Per Fathom 40/ 60/ 70/ 125/ 
NoofMen 2 4 4 4 
Total 14 

Total No of men 122 


Teesdale Bargains 

Per Bing 18/ 20/ 22/ 24/ 26/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 40/ 
NoofMen 4 8 4 4 4 16 12 22 8 8 4 56 6 
Total 156 


Per Fathom 75/ 80/ 110/ 115/ 140/ 160/ 
NoofMen 4 4 8 4 10 4 
Total 34 
Total No of men Teesdale 190 

Weardale 122 
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Alston Moor 382 
694 31 increase since Lady Day Quarter 


General Report of the Mines Michaelmas 1817 


Weardale District 
Middlehope. Henry Coulthard &c., Jno. Watson &c., & Thos. Cail &c., are driving the 
leading Levels which are absolutely necessary in the regular prosecution of the Mines & 
Isaac Hetherington &c., are making the requisite preparations for the immediate erection of 
the Engine agreed by the Deputation to be erected in this Mine for the working of a part of 
the Great Limestone, the Quarry Hazel, and Four Fathom Limestone which are below the 
present Level and cannot otherwise be wrought we hope to complete the Engine in about 6 
months and doubt not but we shall thereby be enabled to open out profitable Mines to which 
we cannot otherwise have access.. We have now got the low Level at the Mine so far pushed 
forward that we are enabled to commence working those parts which I stopped on entering 
upon the Superintendence, the advantage of which the Court will see by the very low prices 
at which the Bargains are let in the leading places. The Pickings at this Mine are much 
exhausted the of the Men having been employed in them whilst the Level was driving up 
to relieve the leading Workings, but these foremost workings are very flattering and I have 
no doubt of raising the Ore at this Mine now unless some unforeseen failure should take 
place, and to much advantage. 
Ireshopeburn. We have commenced the preparations for the further trial of the Mine by 
an Engine as was agreed upon by the Deputation, which we hope to complete in 6 to 8 
months. 
Coldberry. The trial is also commenced as was agreed upon by the Deputation and the 
Level is expected in a few months to reach the Vein. 
Stanhopeburn. There is no material alteration since last report. 
Teesdale District 
Lodgesyke Henry Wall &c., and Geo. Beadle &c., are driving the upper & low Levels upon 
which the continued prosecution of the Mine depends. The leading and general Workings 
at this Mine are considerably poorer than they were last quarter and as the several district 
Agents were of opinion with me that a part of the Vein is lying further to the North than the 
present Workings extend. I let a Bargain to _. Hunt &c., to make a Cross Cut for the 
purpose of discovery. Jos. Sparke &c., are raising Ore by the Fathom as an experiment the 
grounds of which were explained in the last Report. Although the general prospects of this 
Mine as at present a little unfavourable as has been already stated yet as this a Vein or rather 
an accommodation of Veins which continually fluctuate in their appearance. I hope as long 
as alteration may again take place for the better and in this expectation the prices have been 
kept lower than the present state of the Mine would otherwise have warranted. At 
Coldberry Mine the prospects are more favourable than last quarter, but they are not so 
flattering as they were a few weeks ago nor are we yet sanguine that the Vein will ever be 
very productive, although we expect it may leave a balance in its favour. Jos. Beach &c., 
are sinking to ventilate the Mine & to try the Strata above the Level. In the prosecution of 
this Vein, we now find by its bearing that it is not the continuation of the Lodgesyke Vein 
as we expected it had been, but an entirely new Vein which we have hit upon in searching 
for the other, which yet remains undiscovered in this Lease. I have therefore employed 
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Robert Coatsworth &c., to cut a Cross from an Old Level in search of a Vein which was 
the chief object in undertaking this Lease & from the alteration in the Strata indicative of 
the approach to a vein which has taken place since the commencement of the Cross Cut, 
we have every reason to expect the discovery will speedily be made. The other trials of 
Mannergill, Wiregill, Brockergill, and Flakebridge have not arrived at the ultimate objects 
of them, and are proceeding with little or no variation since the last Report. 


Alston Moor District 
Rampgill mine continues to raise Ore in the Old Pickings, some of which are a little more 
promising than they were last quarter. Robert Heatherington driving Rampgill low Level 
it is extensively hard and difficult to drive and therefore proceeds slowly and has not yet 
reached that part of the Vein where we calculate much Ore will be raised. John Elliot 
commencing a trial of a cross Vein named Patterdale Vein cut by the Rampgill Level the 
appearance of, which is very promising, and the district Agents are jointly of opinion that 
it is abundantly warranted trial & the more so as a few fathoms working will prove it. 
Should the trial prove successful, this Vein affords the prospect of an extensive Mine as it 
is yet untouched in the whole of the Nenthead district. 
Rampgill Sun Vein I have much satisfaction in reporting the continued and very Flattering 
prospects of this Vein. Its success so far as we have yet explored it is equal to my most 
sanguine wishes, as the Court will perceive by a reference to the very low rates in the 
Bargains. John Eels &c., Matthew Thompson &c., and Thomas Hewitson &c., are cutting 
to open out this vein more extensively and each of them will arrive at the object of their 
Dead work in a few fathoms arriving, and should these trials prove to be successful, which 
we have no reason to doubt they will enable us to command the raising of Ore during the 
remainder of the year, to the full extent of the smelting powers of Nenthead mill. James 
Lee &c., are cutting the Cross cut for the purpose stated in the last Report 
Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein Is poor and not calculated upon to provide much Ore until the 
Low Level in the Rampgill Vein is considerably further advanced, when we shall be 
enabled by a Cross Cut to try this Vein in fresh ground, & in the interim I hope to be enabled 
to hold the Lease by giving good prices for Picking in it without incurring any Dead 
expense. 
Rampgill Cross Vein Is extensively poor and its future prospects are bad 
Smallcleugh Is not materially altered since the last report, we cut one new Flatt with the 
Cross cut set on last quarter which is now the best part of the mine and William Stack &c., 
are continuing this Cross cut as we expect there may still be more Flatts undiscovered. The 
other Dead work at this mine is merely temporary, the one preparing the Level for laying 
the rails and the other to assist the partnership to cut the Flatt just discovered in another part 
of the mine, both of which terminate in a few weeks. 
Middlecleugh Continues very poor and the Ore raised is entirely in the old pickings, John 
Armstrong &c., are driving a cross from that Level to try a Vein lying to the North and 
which in another part of the mine was very productive, we expect they will cut this Vein in 
about 14 or 15 fathoms driving. 
Middlecleugh 1st Sun Vein The Dead work wrought in this Vein last quarter has been so 
far successful as to enable the partnership to take an Ore Bargain at a high price, and will 
leave a profit that will more than pay the trials, but the prospects of this Vein are not 
promising. 
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Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein We have here experienced one of the disappointments to 
which mining is incident, the prospects of this Vein last quarter were most Flattering, and 
several Bargains let in it raised a considerable quantity of Ore during the early part of the 
quarter but since then it had almost entirely failed in the workings where the men were then 
employed, and the present Ore workings are merely pickings. This however is one of the 
best Veins in Alston Moor, and the Dead work prosecuted here is to open it out in whole 
ground where the several agents are very sanguine in the hope that lasting mines will be 
found. We shall not however reach the part where much success is expected in less than 
100 fathoms driving but the new mining ground that will be thereby opened out affords one 
of our best chances of extensive mines in Alston Moor. The Ore raised last quarter was in 
a part of the Great Limestone which had not been wrought from the upper Level, and it 
proved to be much less extensive than was generally expected and than Mr Dodd calculated 
upon when the low Level was begun by him. Still the main objects are to prove, when we 
reach the whole ground alluded to. 

Tynebottom Mine Was very promising, during the early part of last quarter and raised a 
very considerable quantity of Ore but has lately become much poorer. We do not however 
despair of a revival in it as we proceed with the Level and open out fresh grounds. 
Crossgill the trial is just on the point of reaching the first object of it, we have already cut 
a string attached to the Vein the appearance of which is very promising and leads us to 
anticipate a successful termination of this trial when we arrive at the principal Vein. 

The Bargains at Old Carrs East of Nent, Cowslits, Bentyfield, Thortergill, Tynebottom 
West of Tyne are merely to preserve the Leases until we complete the trials which are 
deemed more promising and on the Dead work becoming less heavy we propose to make 
further trials of these Veins. The trials at Middlecleugh Cross Vein, Scaleburn, 
Caplecleugh Cross Vein, Old Carrs, Longcleugh, Lovelady shield, Broomsberry, 
Blackashgill, Garrigill Burn Old Groves and Browngill Sun Vein are proceeding towards 
their respective objects with no material variation of circumstances since the last report. 
At Old Carrs, Longcleugh, Lovelady shield and Garrigill Old Groves we expect very 
speedily to cut the Veins for which these Levels are driving, as there is every reason to 
calculate upon Grain being at moderate prices during the winter I have ventured to make a 
further reduction of 1/ per week on all the wagemen's rates. and have also made an 
additional reduction in the Bargain rates generally. I have likewise after another revisal of 
the Mill and Carriage rates, made some 9 other reductions in these departments a statement 
of which I subjoin. It may be satisfactory to the Court to be informed that from the 30th 
September 1816 to the 30th September 1817 we have raised 16,900 Bings of Ore. 


Alston Moor about 8,900 


Weardale " 3,500 
Teasdale 7 4,500 
16,900 


And as far as an opinion can be offered on a subject so peculiarly fluctuating as mining 
where we daily meet alike with success and disappointments which no calculation could 
anticipate, we have every reason to expect the success of the year now commencing, will 
not be less than that of the last. The Court will perceive an increase in Dead work this 
quarter particularly on Alston Moor. I found after placing all the men we could without 
disadvantage in Ore bargains and in general trials, that we had nearly 100 men left 
unemployed. I therefore commenced a few additional Dead work trials which we proposed 
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to make during the year, most of which will terminate in 3 or 4 months partly with a view 
to the employment of a few of the workmen out of places and partly to endeavour to open 
out additional Ore workings, to give us the command of extending the raising of Ore during 
the latter part of the year, should an increased quantity be then deemed desirable. 
In concluding I have much pleasure in reporting the general good conduct of the men and 
industry of the agents and workmen during last year. It is also particularly gratifying to my 
feelings to be enabled to add that the prospect of the district at large continues very 
Flattering and are such as with moderate good fortune in the result of the various and 
extensive trials in progress, warrant the hope that the concern will now afford a fair 
remuneration for the capital employed in it. 
Still however there is that extreme uncertainty attached to all mining speculations which 
renders it impossible to pronounce with certainty as to their future results and excludes or 
ought to exclude very sanguine expectations otherwise we have every reason to anticipate 
success equal to our utmost wishes for several years hence. 

Robert Stagg 


Alston Moor Bargains 

Per Bing 8/ 9/ 12/ 18/ 20/ 28/ 29/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 34/ 35/ 37/ 38/ 40/ 44/ 45/ 50/ 
NoofMen 4 4 8 8 30 18 4 18 6 4 3 22 6 25 12 226 6 
Total 206 


Per Fathom 45/ 55/ 65/ 70/ 75/ 80/ 90/ 100/ 115/ 120/ 140/ 160/ 180/ 
NoofMen 4 4 6 6 14 12 4 4 8 4 14 4 4 
Total 88 

Let from 26" May to Michaelmas per Bing & Fathom 92 

Total Men 206 + 88 + 92 = 386 


Teesdale Bargains 

Per Bing 16/ 18/ 21/ 24/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 33/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 
NoofMen 4 4 4 4 4 20 31 4 10 16 16 4 
Total 121 


Per Fathom 60/ 80/ 85/ 100/ 115/ 140/ 160/ 
NoofMen 4 8 4 16 4 4 4 


Total 44 
Opening an Old Shaft at Mannergill 4 
Hushing at gill 4 


Let from 26" May to Michaelmas per Bing & Fathom 34 
Total Men 121 + 44+4+4+ 34= 207 


Weardale Bargains 

Per Bing 12/ 14/ 16/ 18/ 28/ 30/ 32/ 35/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 45/ 
NoofMen 4 8 4 4 8 14 8 8 6 12 10 2 
Total 88 
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Per Fathom 85/ 90/ 125/ 140/ 200/260/ Cutti 
utting new channel 


NoofMen 4 4 4 4 6 . 
for water forengine 4 
Total 22 Cutting tail race 4 
Total No of men Teesdale 207 e 
Weardale 118 
Alston Moor 386 
711 17 increase since Quarter 


General Report of the Mines Christmas 1817 
Weardale District 

Middlehope. Henry Coulthard &c., Thomas Cail &c., and John Watson &c., are 
prosecuting the Levels &c. necessary for the opening out and regular working of the Mine. 
The principal Level diving by Henry Coulthard &c., is so uncommonly hard & difficult to 
drive that notwithstanding the very high prices of their Bargain if a material alteration does 
not take place which there is no reason to calculate upon they will not be able to earn 10/ 
per week but however hard and expensive it may be there is no alternative for it must be 
pushed forward, as it is the only means of opening out the best parts of the Mine. The 
leading Ore Workings in this Mine are very good & will raise considerable quantities of 
Ore at low Rates and the general prospects here are truly flattering. We hope to complete 
the Engine during the present quarter and have no reason to doubt that it will greatly extend 
our means of raising Ore at this Mine. 
Ireshopeburn. We expect to complete the Engine Erecting at that Mine during this quarter 
provided the weather permits the workmen to prosecute their work. We have already sunk 
a part of the Engine Shaft & have met with Ore that has enabled us to let a few Ore Bargains 
at prices that will now leave a fair profit and our expectations of regaining profitable Mines 
through the medium of this Engine are increased by those favourable indications. 
Stanhopeburn. Is poorer which has rendered necessary a little increase of price but there 
is no essential difference in the prospects of this Mine, it never has been & we do not expect 
it ever will be very rich at the same time we do not fear that it will now leave a profit that 
will render it worth prosecuting. Geo. Smith &c., are driving the low Level for the trial of 
the principal Vein with no essential variation since last report. 
Coldberry. The Level is proceeding towards the object of the trial. 


Teesdale District 
Lodgesyke. Henry Wall &c., Geo. Beadle &c., are driving the two Levels upon which the 
future working of the Mine depends. Jos. Beach &c., are sinking a Sump between the upper 
& the lower Level for the joint purpose of ventilation and of completely opening out and 
working to most advantage the Strata between the two Levels Jno. Hunt &c., are continuing 
the Cross Cut for purpose specified in last Report. Wm. Harrup &c., are rising from the 
upper Level to meet a Shaft sunk from the surface for the ventilation of the Mine & for the 
effectual trial of the whole Strata between the surface and this Level. Jos. Spark &c., are 
continuing the experiment of raising Ore by the Fathom instead of by the Bing as stated in 
the last report. The Ore workings at this Mine are materially poorer since the Michaelmas 
Bargains which has rendered necessary a considerable advance of the prices generally. We 
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are willing to hope that the Sump sinking by Beach &c., and the Rise prosecuted by Harrop 
&c., may open out better Workings against Lady Day. The present prospects of this Mine 
however are by no means flattering, and we are not without considerable fears from recent 
indications that we have already passed through the best part of it. 

Coldberry. Thomas Hunt &c., are driving the Level on the Vein first discovered which is 
poorer than at Michaelmas but the prospects are not essentially altered. We have no hopes 
of this Vein becoming Rich, also there is no reason to expect that it will raise Ore to cover 
the expense upon it and at any rate it cannot with its present indications be given up. Robert 
Coatsworth &c. have cut a strong Vein during the quarter which from its bearing and 
general appearance we have no doubt is one of that Veins now working at Lodgesyke and 
for the discovery of which at Coldberry so many expensive trials have been made at various 
times by various Mine Adventurers. Its appearance in the situation where we discovered it 
is by no means flattering, but we consider that part of the Strata unfavourable for producing 
Ore and therefore do not despair of finding Mines in the upper strata when we are enabled 
to make the trial. We are continuing the Cross Cut in the expectation that more Veins may 
yet be discovered as there are generally at Lodgesyke, two or three laying parallel to each 
other at a few fathoms distance. The other trials of Flakebrig, Wiregill, Mannergill & 
Brockergill are proceeding towards their several objects with no material variation of 
circumstances. 


Alston Moor District 
Rampgill. Robert Heatherington are continue driving the Level with no material change 
since last report. John Elliot are proceeding with the trial of the Patterdale Cross Vein as 
stated in the Michaelmas Report. The whole of the Ore Bargains are very poor and require 
the best prices we can give to enable the men to make wages. 
Rampgill Sun Vein. Continues to raise Ore to great advantage and its prospects are equally 
Flattering as last quarter. Matthew Hall &c., are cutting to the Vein from a shaft 
considerably East of the present workings and Jonathan Vickers &c., are cutting to it from 
another shaft to the West to open out the mine more extensively that we may have the 
command of raising an increased quantity of Ore if necessary but these partnerships will 
complete their Dead work in two or three weeks. James Lee&., are continuing the Crosscut 
for the purpose specified in the last report. We expect they will reach the object of trial 
during the quarter. Matthew Thompson are driving the leading Level. 
Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein is no way seriously altered since last report. 
Rampgill Cross Vein is still exceedingly poor. The Bargains let in it are merely to preserve 
the Lease. 
Smallcleugh the prospects of this mine are materially improved since last report the four 
additional Flatts discovered by the Cross cut set on for that purpose although they are not 
very rich, yet for being so numerous give us every reason to calculate upon this mine 
continuing to be very profitable and to raise a very considerable quantity of Ore. John 
Thompson &c., are cutting a crosscut and William Stack &c., are rising to meet it in order 
to ventilate the whole mine, which will be completed in six weeks. In the various other 
mines in the Moor there is no alteration since last report that is entitled to notice. I therefore 
refer the Court to it as being correct a statement as can give of the present state of these 
mines. 
We are pushing the several trial which we deem most promising as rapidly as possible 
towards their ultimate objects, and driving their continuance. I am holding the Leases of 
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the mines, which we consider less promising by encouraging the pickings in them as much 
as possible. 

The pickings in all the districts are very poor from having been so much wrought during 
the last two or three years. I am therefore obliged to give a little more price for them and 
even at the rates at which these Bargains are let the workmen will rarely make more than 
10/ per week where the highest prices are given. I am more and more satisfied of the 
advantage of encouraging the pickings as much as possible for at 50/ per Bing there is now 
an abundance of profit as the Court will see by the annexed statement and the trials made 
by the workmen in this way lead frequently to the discovery of very advantageous mines 
besides affording employment to a multitude of men who would otherwise be destitute of 
work and of the means of supporting their families. 

In concluding this report although the prospects in Teesdale are more gloomy than last 
quarter, yet upon the whole there is no reason for altering the hopes expressed at 
Michaelmas report that the general result would prove very advantageous for years hence 
for the improvement in the prospects of Smallcleugh is more than equivalent to the failure 
in Teesdale and even in Teesdale we entertain no doubt that very considerable quantities of 
Ore will be raised and for several years to come although it may require greater prices per 
Bing. 


Statement of the Cost of Lead per Fother when delivered at Stella which is raised in the 
pickings at 50/ per Bing. 


Cost of raising 5 Bings of Ore (which exclusive of Duty will produce one £ 5s d 
Fother of Lead) at 50/ per Bing 12 10 0 
Wood used in raising the 5 Bings of Ore computation say at very most 10 0 
Carriage of 4 Bings to the Mill say 3/ per Bing 12 0 
Smelting per Fother being the average cost 1 O 9 
Lead Carriage per Fother on the average say 1 1 0 
15 3 9 
Deduct gain by Refining on the average say on a moderate computation Li 5 0 
which leaves as the total cost when delivered to Stella 14 8 9 


Christmas 1817 
Weardale Bargains 


Per Bing 12/ 15/ 16/ 18/ 24/ 25/ 29/ 35/ 42/ 45/ 50/ Men 
NoofMen 4 8 4 4 6 2 4 22 22 10 32 118 
Per Fathom 75/ 80/ 100/ 105/ 120/ 280/ 
NoofMen 4 4 6 4 4 6 28 

146 
Teesdale Bargains 
Per Bing =. 23/ 26/ 27/ 28/ 32/ 33/ 35/ 37/ 38/ 40/ 42/ 44/ 45/ Men 
NoofMen 4 8 4 4 8 4 18 2 2 19 12 4 20 109 
Bargains let between 20 4 24 
Michaelmas & Christmas 133 
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Per Fathom 20/ 40/ 45/ 50/ 60/ 80/ 90/ 100/ 105/ ???/ 160/ 


NoofMen 2 10 4 4 4 4 4 12 4 16 64 
Bargains let between 4 4 8 16 
Michaelmas & Christmas 80 


Alston Moor Bargains 


Raising Ore 
Per Bing 12/ 15/ 18/ 20/ 26/ 27/ 28/ 30/ 31/ 32/ 36/ 38/ 45/ 50/ 60/ 
No of Men 8 4 4 4 8 4 6 8 20 4 4 8 94 24 12 


Total no of Men 212 


Bargains let between Michaelmas and Christmas 


Per Bing 30/ 40/ 42/ 43/ 45/ 50/ 

No of Men 8 22 4 2 14 4 

Total no of Men 54 

Per Fathom 57/ 60/ 65/ 70/ 80/ 100/ 105/ 115/ 120/130/ 140/ 145/ 160/ 220/ 
No of Men 410 8 6 28 6 4 4 8 4 8 4 12 6 


Total No of men on Dead work 112 


Bargains let between Michaelmas and Christmas 

Per Fathom 30/ 55/ 65/ 70/ = 80/ 95/ 100/ 120/ 160/ 
No of Men 4 8 6 4 10 4 = 10 6 6 
Total no of Men 58 


Christmas Bargains Bargains let between Michaelmas & Christmas 
Weardale 146 Weardale 0 
Teesdale 173 Teesdale 24+ 16 40 
Alston Moor 324 Alston Moor 54+58 112 
643 152 
Last Quarter 585 Last Quarter 126 
Increase 58 Increase 24 


The following page in the Report Book gives the same information presented as below. 
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General Report of the Mines Lady Day 1818 
Weardale 

There is so little alteration in the state of the Mines throughout the three districts that with 
few exceptions I have to refer you to the last quarters report as the report also of the present 
quarter. 
Middlehope Mine continues to raise Ore to great advantage & its prospects as we proceed 
in opening it out to the East are of the most flattering description. The low Level driving 
for this purpose by Henry Coulthard &c., continues excessively hard & difficult to drive 
although it is some better than last quarter. Geo. Hill &c., are rising to make a 
communication between the low & middle Level to ventilate the leading workings & prove 
the upper strata. Thos. Cail &c., and Jno. Watson &c. are proceeding with the West Levels 
in the new Vein. The prospects of this part of the Mine have long been unfavourable, 
appearances are now more flattering & give us hopes of regaining Ore Workings in that 
part shortly. The Engine is so nearly complete that we expect to commence sinking to make 
the proposed trials in a month or 6 weeks. 
Ireshopeburn. At Ireshopeburn we have got the Engine Work & have commenced sinking 
the Engine Shaft for the purpose of trials. It is not possible to anticipate with any degree of 
certainty the results of any Mining trials but there is every reason to expect that we shall 
attain Mines here through the medium of the Engine that will work to advantage & although 
we do not expect them to be very rich. The trial of Coldberry is proceeding towards its 
object. 
Stanhopeburn. Continues to raise Ore at high prices. It is poor & we do not expect it will 
ever be rich but as there is now very little Dead Weight, upon it, it will pay at the present 
price of Lead. As the policy of continuing to drive the low Level or indeed of making any 
other extensive trial in this ground will depend upon attaining a suitable guarantee from Mr 
Rippon. I have not thought it prudent to expend any more money in Dead Work here until 
the Lease is signed & the terms settled & have therefore stopped this Lease & all other 
Dead Work pro tempore. 


Teesdale 


100 


Lodgesyke Mine. Is very considerably poorer so that even at the very high prices which 
we are compelled to give for raising the Ore at this Mine the Wages of the men are not 
expected to exceed 12/ or 13/ per week with the utmost exertion they can make. The Cross 
cut which we made by Jno. Hunt &c., last quarter in order to prove whether a part of the 
Vein had not left us to the North we have discontinued upon having driven it so far as 
perfectly to satisfy ourselves that the Veins have all come together which we consider the 
cause of the unfavourable alteration which has recently taken place in the state & prospects 
of this Mine. The prospect of the ground got to be explored to the East is thus rendered 
unpromising, but still we have no doubt of this Mine producing many thousands of Bings 
of Ore in the part lying between the low & upper Level west of the latter although at higher 
prices than when the Mine was rich. Jos. Beach &c., are rising to open out a part of the 
ground which we hope they may complete during the ensuing quarter when we expect better 
Workings will be gained than any we now have in the Mine. We have completed the rise 
prosecuted las quarter buy Harrop &c., and are now about to make trial from it of the Strata 
lying between the surface and the high Level. Henry Wall &c., and Jno. Hunt &c., are 
driving the two Levels upon which the regular prosecution of the mine depends, and Geo. 
Beadle &c., are cutting a Cross from the upper Level to the Vein to open out a new length 
of Ore Workings. 

The Mine at Coldberry is very poor & proceeding along with the Trials at Flakebrig, 
Wiregill, Mannergill, & Brockergill with no material alteration. 


Alston Moor 
Rampgill John Elliot &c., and Robert Hetherington &c., are proceeding to drive the Levels 
with no material change except that they are both much softer and therefore drive at less 
prices since last report. The Ore workings at this mine are merely Old pickings, which 
require all the price we can give. We hope however in five or six months to reach a part of 
the Vein where better workings are expected with great confidence. 
Rampgill Sun Vein continues exceedingly good as the Court will perceive by the very low 
rates at which the Ore Bargains generally have been let. The Crosscut driving by James 
Lee &c., we expect will reach its object during the quarter. Matthew Thompson &c., are 
driving the necessary Level for the working of the mine. 
Smallcleugh is not essentially altered since last quarter except that it is uncommonly hard 
which renders necessary great prices for raising Ore. If anything, however it is a little 
poorer. This mine notwithstanding will now pay exceedingly well as the Ore is excellent 
quality and we have got over the extra Dead work that was necessary in the more effectual 
opening out of the mine. John Hind &c., are driving the requisite Level as an appendage 
to the mine. 
Tynebottom continues to raise a good deal of Ore although it is both hard and poor and 
therefore requires high prices. The only Dead work here is the Level, which opens out the 
future workings and cannot be done without. The other Ore Bargains in the Moor are all 
pickings, which require the best price we can give. The various trials are proceeding 
towards their several objects without any change entitled to notice. 
I continue during the prosecution of the trials which we have in progress to hold the other 
Leases by encouraging the pickings in order to equalise as much as possible the Ore raising, 
and expenditure without losing sight of the future prospects of the mines, and as far as we 
can anticipate we have now every reason to expect a succession and continuance of mines 
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in the district that will fully employ the smelting powers of the mill and leave a fair profit. 
I calculate this year upon raising as follows in Alston Moor 9000 Bings 


Weardale 5000 Bings 
Teesdale 4000 Bings 
18000 Bings 


And I have no doubt withstanding the extra expenditure in Weardale in erecting the Engines 
and in Alston Moor in continuing to complete the repairs of the mines and the falling off 
the mine at Lodgesyke in Teesdale that the year’s results when we wind it up will equally 
or nearly equal the estimate given the Court in the report of the cost of last year’s lead. 
Every added quarter experience confirms me more and more in the policy we are pursuing 
in encouraging the pickings and keeping as low as possible the rates for raising the Ore in 
the best parts of the mines where the bulk of the Ore is raised and where therefore a small 
saving per Bing amounts to a large sum. 
For the encouragement of the pickings raises several hundred Bings of Ore which otherwise 
would never be taken out of the mines and upon which there is even at our highest prices a 
very abundant profit to the Company whilst they frequently lend to the discovery of very 
advantageous workings and afford employment to multitudes who would otherwise be a 
burden to the community. 

Robert Stagg 
Ladyday 1818 Bargains 


Alston Moor Weardale Teesdale 
Noof Rates NoofMen Ratesper Noof Rates Noof Ratesper Noof Rates Noof Rates per 
Men per Bing Men fathom Men perBing Men Fathom Men perBing Men Fathom 


8 10/ 4 10/ 4 11/ 4 105/ 4 26/ 4 12/ 
4 12/ 4 57/ 4 15/ 8 120/ 4 28/ 4 40/ 
16 20/ 4 70/ cA 8 250/ 16 30/ 4 42/ 
4 21/ 18 80/ 4 18/ 20 4 33/ 8 95/ 
8 25/ 4 110/ 8 24/ 4 34/ 4 120/ 
4 26/ 4 115/ 10 30/ 8 35/ 4 105/ 
4 28/ 4 140/ 4 33/ 4 37/ 8 — 160/ 
48 30/ 6 150/ 8  35/ 28 40/36 

8 32/ 6 210/ 6 36/ 8 42/ 

12 35/ 58 —-50/ 4 44/ 

4 36/ 122 50 45/ 

10 38/ 20 134 

34 40/ 142 36 

107 45/ 170 

22 50/ 

4 60/ 

297 

54 


357. ~~ Alston Moor 
142 Weardale 
170 ~=Teesdale 

4  Hushing 


795 Last quarter 
128 _— Decrease in No of Men 


General Report of the Mines Midsummer 1818 
Teesdale 
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Lodgesyke. Since the last quarters Report I am happy to have to state that a material 
improvement has taken place in the prospects of this Mine. In order that the Court may the 
better comprehend its state and prospects I accompany this Report with a ground and 
Section plan. 

The parts of the section shaded with Indian Ink are those that have been wrought and where 
nothing but old Pickings are left. In order to encourage the reworking of these parts I have 
had the whole allotted into lengths as shown by the perpendicular dotted lines and have let 
each length where there appeared to be any chances to separate Partnerships. These of 
course require the best prices that can be given having been passed over before, and all the 
Ore having been then taken out of them that was thought worth the working. By thus 
encouraging the Pickings a great proportion of men are kept at work who could not 
otherwise be employed, whilst a very handsome profit is left to the Company on all the Ore 
they obtain. The part of this Mine that has been the most productive is comprehended 
between the two brown dotted lines within which is included what is termed by miners, 
best bearing Sill or Strata. This Sill (the Slate Sill as it is called here) is gradually dipping 
deeper and deeper as we proceed Eastward and with it the best Ore is also found to dip 
downwards whilst above and below it, although reported trials have been made no Ore of 
consequence has been met with. Since the last report Beadle &c., completed their Cross 
cut from the upper Level to the Vein and met with a good Mine, whilst they were effecting 
this John Hunt &c., drove the upper Level ten fathoms further East and cut into the Vein 
where they also met with a good Mine, as the Court will see by the Rates at which these 
parties have now taken Ore Bargains. Thomas Robson &c., working to the West of those 
above the high Level, is also good. This is a most favourable and unlooked for indication 
as the workings above the high Level have been very poor and unpromising during the 
whole of the last year. The improvement here we attribute to an intersection of the Vein 
with some Strings from the south. The Rise prosecuting by __. Beach &c., to open out the 
whole ground lying between the high and low levels is nearly completed and is opening out 
promising Mines, whilst the leading lengths of whole ground immediately above the low 
Level working by Geo. Tarn, Geo. Wall, Jos. Spark, Geo. Rain, and John Lowes, have all 
been improving since the last report as they rise up in the Sill. We therefore hope and 
expect with almost certainty, to find productive & advantageous Mines in the chief part of 
the ground (all of which is yet to explore) lying between the low Level driving by Henry 
Wall &c., and the high Level driving by Michael Horne &c. whilst from this unlooked for 
improvement of the works opening out of the high Level, the prospect is also much better 
of advantageous Mines being opened out as we proceed further Eastward. 

We are just completing the laying of the low Level with Iron Rails up to Beach’s Rise, 
which Rise I mean to use for putting down the work from all the leading and principle 
Workings above Level and will enable us to take with the utmost advantage nearly the 
whole of the Ore to the Washing place at the low Level where the Crushing Mill is erected, 
and will save the cost of leading it down in Carts after it is drawn out of the high Level. 
When this Rise is finished the arrangements of the Works in this Mine will be as complete 
as I know how to make them, the work will drawn out with the utmost saving of labour, 
and the whole Mine being now divided into lengths each Partnership works their own 
ground to the greatest advantage without any interruption from their neighbours. I am 
therefore justified in entertaining sanguine hopes of this Mine continuing to work with great 
advantage for a very considerable time hence as independent of the prospect of opening out 
new Mines Eastwards, the whole ground situate between the high & the low Levels (the 
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goodness of which is in measure reduced to a certainty) is about 140 yards in length and 46 
deep, which on a moderate computation may be expected to produce many thousands of 
Bings of Ore and with the existing arrangements, will be wrought to the utmost advantage. 
The parts shaded and mark a,a,a,a at the foremost Shaft between the surface of the Hill and 
the high Level, are trials that we have made in the Vein in this part of the Strata but without 
any success whatever, and as the workings up to the preceding Shafts became too poor to 
be wrought at any price per Bing, we have very little reason to calculate upon this upper 
part of the Strata becoming productive, although as we proceed with the high Level it will 
be desirable to have a further trial into it, as the whole ground that we would otherwise 
leave unexplored, is of too great a magnitude to pass by without looking into it from time 
to time. 

The Bargain let to the Geo. Hardy &c., at 60/ per Bing is to explore the whole ground lying 
between the second Shaft from the low Level mouth, and Bink’s Sump, where little or no 
Ore has hitherto been found. If he succeeds in his trial, which however is not expected, it 
will open out a great extent of new ground that will be advantageous to the Company, and 
if he fails it will at any rate be a satisfactory trial made without loss. By a little additional 
price cases of this nature, Men are induced to make trials that frequently lead to very 
excellent Mines, one existing proof of which is the Rampgill Sun Vein in Alston Moor, 
now working to such uncommon advantage and which was discovered by a partnership 
who were led to make the trial from the extra encouragement which I held out to them in 
this way and without any expectation on the part of either themselves or any Agent of a 
successful result. 

I therefore systematically encourage this spirit of speculation and adventure among the 
Workmen, as it may and often does do much good to the Company, without the possibility 
of doing any injury whatever. 

Coldberry. The Level driving in the Vein at Coldberry has been very poor and unpromising 
for several months past, yet as it has in it always more or less Ore it would not be prudent 
to discontinue this trial and the more particularly as there is the prospect of the Vein in 
which the Level id driving being intersected in its course by other Veins, which holds out 
the double chance of an improvement of this Vein and of the trial of all those to which it 
may cut. But I have stopped the Level Pro tempore until we sink from the forehead of it 
to make trial of the Sill below it which Sill it is expected may probably more productive of 
Ore. Since the last Report, we have cut a strong Vein in the Cross cut driving by Robert 
Coatsworth &c., which from its strength, bearing, and general appearance, we believe to be 
the North Lodgesyke Vein. We have only just cut into it, and cannot therefore pronounce 
as to its prospects until it is cut through, and a trial made into the Limestone and the sills 
lying above the Level, which will require several months effort. This however is so 
powerful and excellent Vein, that its discovery and trial in fresh ground is always most 
desirable and well worth the expense of making it. 

The trials at Flakebrig, Wiregill, Mannergill, and Brockergill, are proceeding towards their 
objects with no material change of circumstances. 


Alston Moor 
Rampgill. The Level driving by Robert Hetherington &c., has again become exceedingly 
hard and difficult which has rendered a very high price necessary. John Elliot &c., are 
commencing a Cross cut from Rampgill Vein to the South with the view of cutting the 
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Rampgill Sun Vein (now working to so much advantage) considerably further to the East 
and also with the intention of continuing it until we cut through other Veins lying still 
further South. This Cross cut will be about 100 Fathoms before it reaches its ultimate 
objects but it affords an excellent chance of opening out an entirely new and productive 
mining field at Nenthead, and is considered by every one of your practical mining agents 
to be well worthy of trial. Thomas Thompson &c., are opening out a Sump between an 
upper Level and that driving by Hetherington &c. This Sump is necessary to air the Level 
and the same time it will open out the Old pickings between those Levels which are 
expected to work to profits. The Ore workings in this mine are all old pickings that require 
the best price. 

Rampgill Sun Vein continues to raise Ore to the greatest advantage as the Court will 
perceive from the uncommonly low rates at which the leading Bargains are let. All the 
Bargains above 18/ per Bing are for old pickings in the parts of this Vein previously 
wrought. James Lee &c., have at length cut the Vein for which their Cross cut has been 
prosecuting and are now rising to try it in the limestone. The Vein is abundantly strong but 
until we reach the limestone no opinion can be offered as to probable results of the trial. 
Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein is poor and no way materially altered since the last report. 
Rampgill Cross Vein is exceedingly poor and the Bargains in it are merely to preserve the 
Lease. 

Smallcleugh this mine continues to raise Ore to advantage, and promises to be a lasting 
and profitable mine, although from the extreme hardness great prices are required to be 
given for raising Ore. John Hind &c., are continuing to drive the Level to prove the 
Smallcleugh Cross Vein though another cross Vein, called the Great Cross Vein that has 
intersected it. This Smallcleugh Cross Vein was formerly uncommonly rich and continued 
to be productive until it came within the influence of the other cross Vein, since which time 
it has been nearly quite barren, and until it has again become an independent Vein it is not 
possible to pronounce whether it is likely to regain its former character, but as it was so 
very profitable prior to this intersection the chances of it again becoming productive renders 
it well worthy of the trial. Matthew Dickenson &c., are opening out a shaft in order to 
ventilate this mine. 

Scaleburnmoss this Level driving in the Vein with the view of unwatering the parts of this 
mine further Eastward's where Ore is expected to be found that will more than repay the 
cost, the trial continues to be very hard indeed, yet it has Ore in it even now, the profits on 
which will nearly cover the cost of driving the Level. 

Hangingshaw the Ore Bargains let here is merely to cover the Lease. 

Middlecleugh continues poor, yet as it has no Dead weight upon it at present it will leave a 
fair profit on the extent to which it is working. 

Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein the low Level driving by Smith Elliott &c., towards the whole 
ground through which this Vein runs has become very hard and difficult to drive, and 
requires in consequence a high price. The upper Level opening out by Ridley Robson &c., 
has led us to a Sun String on which the Ore Bargains are chiefly let, and which although 
poor will leave a very fair profit, and bids fair open out several additional workings. The 
Sump sinking by Thomas Midcalf &c., is to ventilate and open out the mine, and has been 
completed since the Bargains were let. 

Longcleugh is poor but continues to raise Ore at high prices, which however there is no 
Dead work, will leave a fair profit. 
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Tynebottom continues so hard and poor as to require the highest prices, yet as the Dead 
work upon it is light, this mine continues to be worked to advantage. The Level driving by 
Joseph Wandlace &c., is to open out the mine in fresh ground, and it is essential to its future 
prosecution. 

Thortergill the Level driving by William Rittson &c., is a continuation of the Whitesyke 
Low Level which has been allowed to run together and which we have recently opened out 
and arched, so as to secure it as a permanent Level without further repairs, the Vein in 
which the Level is driving is known in Nenthead by the name of Middlecleugh, and in 
Garrigill by the names of Caplecleugh, Longholehead, Browngill and Thortergill and has 
at each of these places been most productive and profitable in former times. The object in 
repairing the Level is to enable us to try the part of this Vein yet lying whole to a very great 
extent between Caplecleugh and Longholehead and also to enable us to work the pickings 
that may have been left in the old workings under which we have to pass on our way to 
Longholehead. This will be a trial but it is considered universally to be one of the most 
hopeful chances of opening out advantageous mines that we have in Alston Moor and worth 
all the other trials we have in Garrigill. We have driven the Level a few fathoms since we 
reached the forehead, and although it is in a part of the strata that is not likely to produce 
much Ore yet the appearance of the Vein is very good, and the indications more Flattering 
than I had hoped it would be found in this situation. It contains Ore that even now that will 
more than defray the charge of driving the Level, and I have no doubt will in time open out 
very profitable mines. In short, I consider this one of the very best chances you have of 
future good mines. The Ore workings however all pickings opened out by the reopening 
of this Level. 

The trials of Caplecleugh Cross Vein, Browngill Sun Vein, Broomsberry, Blackashgill, 
Garrigill Burn, Lovelady shield and Crossgill are proceeding with no change of 
circumstances entitled to notice. The Ore Bargains in Carrs South End, Cowslitts Cross 
Vein and Cowhill are merely to preserve Leases. 


Weardale 
Middlehope Mine continues to raise Ore to the greatest advantage, and its prospects as we 
proceed in opening it out Eastwards are most flattering. The Level however driving by 
Henry Coulthard &c., on which the future openings out of this Mine depends happens to be 
in a situation so twitched & hard as renders it impossible push it forward with sufficient 
rapidity to enable us to place the workmen in new lengths as speedily as they work out their 
old ground and hence with the most flattering prospects that can be wished for we are in 
danger of wanting a full supply of Ore from this Mine against another year as well as of 
having a proportion of the men thrown out of employment. We made an experiment during 
last quarter of rising a fathom above the Level forehead with the intention of running the 
Level up a little if the Sill in that part was found to be softer and better to drive but this 
proved to be equally hard as at the present depth of the Level, and as it is not practicable to 
run up this Level more than the trial we made, there is no alternative but to persevere as it 
is until we reach softer ground in course of driving. I have under these circumstances 
increased the partnership to 8 men, who relieve each other and are working at extremity 
from Monday morning at 1 o’clock until Saturday night at 11, which is all that can be done 
without working the Mine to disadvantage. We could indeed allow the Ore Workings above 
Level to be pushed forward before the Level, but this would throw us into the situation in 
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which I found the Mine on entering upon it, and although we could by this means increase 
the raising of Ore for a year or two, we should be doing it at an extreme loss and must 
eventually stop entirely until the Level again reached the Workings, which would be a like 
impolitic & expensive. 

Thos. Cail &c., are making a trial in the West on a new Middlehope Vein where we still 
hope to regain Mines that will work to profit. 

Ireshopeburn. We are continuing to sink the Engine Shaft for the purpose of the intended 
trial of the lower strata. The Court will I doubt not be staggered at the extraordinary price 
of £30 per Fathom for sinking at this Mine. It is therefore necessary to state that an Engine 
Shaft being three times as large as a Common Shaft requires a much higher price per 
Fathom and that we are sinking through a sill of about 4 Fathoms thickness of a nature so 
peculiarly hard that even at this price, the workmen are not able to make the ordinary wages. 
Col. Beaumont sunk through the same Sill sometime ago when he was obliged to give still 
higher price per Fathom at which the Miners are not enabled to make more than half wages. 
The present Bargain is for two Fathoms only to guard against loss in case the lower part of 
the Sill becoming softer which however we don’t expect. Although the uncommon 
hardness of this Sill makes the trial of sinking through it costly, yet we consider it a very 
favourable indication as Sills of its description are generally found to be most favourable 
for raising Ore. 

The trial at Coldberry is proceeding without any material change. 

Stanhopeburn continues to raise Ore at high prices and without any change entitled of 
notice, if anything however it is a little more promising. Thos. Wallace &c., are sinking a 
Shaft which we have commenced for the purpose of ascertaining the exact situation of the 
Strata in the range of a new Vein, which we consider best worthy of trial, in order that we 
may be enabled to form an accurate judgement to the best mode of proceeding to explore 
effectually this ground at the least expense and with the greatest probability of success. 
When we have obtained this requisite information, I propose to commence the trial without 
loss of time as we have now so long a Lease to reap the benefits of whatever may be 
discovered. 

In concluding the Midsummer report, I may be allowed to congratulate the Court upon the 
general state and prospects of the three districts, which could hardly be desired to be more 
Flattering each containing very productive mines, and a number of promising trials being 
in progress, several of which are rapidly advancing toward their objects. A proportion of 
these can hardly fail to prove successful and gives us every reason to hope for a succession 
of advantageous workings. It is also to me a source of not little satisfaction that this year 
will nearly put the mines in all districts into perfect good repair, and into a state that will 
enable us should they continue good to work them in the future to the utmost advantage. 
During the present year we have laid with Iron rails the very long Levels of Ladysyke in 
Teesdale, Middlehope in Weardale and a great part of the Rampgill in Alston Moor and I 
have provided the rails for the remainder of this Level. 

In addition to these very heavy and expensive improvements, we have erected two powerful 
Engines at Ireshopeburn and Middlehope and have remodelled the washing places and 
conveniences in Weardale and Alston Moor thus completing all the most costly and 
necessary alterations and repairs. I have been induced to completing all the improvements 
this year, wherein much Iron castings and wood were required from the circumstances of 
having been fortunate enough to contract for the years supply at a very low rate, 
immediately before a considerable advance took place in the prices of these articles and as 
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there is no prospect of again obtaining them on terms so favourable, I determined to make 
the most of the present contracts prior to their termination on the 2nd August. 


List of Bargains Midsummer 1818 


Alston Moor Weardale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men 
12 8/ 4 20/ 4 7/ 2 16/ 4 
4 12/ 4 21/ 4 12/ 4 110/ 4 
4 15/ 10 45/ 4 13/ 12 600/ 4 
4 18/ 4 55/ 4 15/ 12 
4 28/ 4 80/ 4 18/ 4 
12 35/ 6 85/ 8 20/ 4 
8 36/ 10 110/ 4 21/ 4 
15 40/ 4 120/ 4 26/ 8 
14 42/ 12 140/ 4 30/ 18 
93 45/ 6 180/ 8 32/ 4 
19 48/ 12 35/ 4] 
18 50/ 5 40/ 6 
6 20/ & 140/ 11 50/ 2 
4 25/ & 140/ 
6 30/ & 220/ 4 30/ & 120/ 4 
4 30/ & 230/ 8 30/ & 300/ 8 
4 30/ & 240/ 3 50/ & 40/ 127 
4 40/ & 90/ 91 18 32 
235 64 18 per fathom 159 
64 per fathom 109 
4 Contract 205 
6 Wages 
309 


27 between Lady day & Midsummer 
336 Alston Moor 
109 Weardale 
205 Teesdale 
650 
667 Last quarter 
17 Decrease No of Men 


Teesdale 
Rates 

per Bing Men 
19/ 
20/ 
21/ 
24/ 
25/ 
26/ 
29/ 
30/ 
40/ 
42/ 
45/ 
50/ 
60/ 


RAR RODA 


20/ 
30/ 


0 |B & 


per Fathom 


Midsummer 


General Report of the Mines Michaelmas 1818 


Teesdale 


Rates per 

Fathom 
45/ 
80/ 
100/ 
105/ 
115/ 
130/ 
160/ 


140/ 
120/ 


46 between Lady day & 


Lodgesyke. It is very gratifying to have to report that the improvement in this Mine as we 
proceed to open out the ground laying between the high and low Levels, entirely confirms 
the expectations held out in this Midsummer Report. Its appearance been so flattering since 
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I entered upon the direction of it and gives every reason to hope for a considerable increase 
of Ore in the Teesdale District during the year now commencing. The Dead Work at this 
Mine is merely what is requisite in order to continue opening it out to the utmost advantage. 
Coldberry. Since last report we have met with a very promising Mine here as the Court 
will see by the low price of 23/ per Bing, at which we have let an Ore Bargain. Had not 
past experience proved the uncertainty of this Vein, I should have entertained sanguine 
expectations of being about to open out a profitable Mine, but as it is I dare only to express 
a hope that the present indication may be more lasting than on former occasions and wait 
its further development, before pronouncing upon it with any certainty. The Level driving 
by Coatsworth &c., is what is necessary for the further prosecution of this trial. The Vein 
discovered at Coldberry is a Cross cut driven by Coatsworth &c., as reported last quarter, 
we have no doubt it is the Vein which is Working at Lodgesyke to so much advantage, but 
I am waiting until proper Surveys, Levels and Plans are taken of its bearing, and situation, 
to enable me to decide on the most eligible mode of making an effectual trial of it. The 
other trials in Teesdale are proceeding towards their several objects without any change 
entitled to notice. 


Weardale 
Middlehope. Although the prospects of this Mine continue most flattering as we proceed 
yet, as stated in last report, the Level is unaccountably hard and difficult to drive, that 
notwithstanding the utmost exertions of eight of the best Miners we have, we find it 
impossible to move it fast enough to replace the workmen in new lengths as they work out 
their old ones. Hence we are driven, in spite of our own most anxious wishes to keep up 
the full quantity of Ore raising at this mine, to place a great proportion of the men in old 
Pickings, until the Level gets advanced far enough to enable us to place them in the whole 
ground; which I greatly fear will reduce the quantity of Ore in Weardale for the year now 
commencing and for which unless the Level become softer and easier to drive, we have no 
remedy without working the Mine to extreme disadvantage by allowing the Ore Workings 
to be pushed before the Level which would be attended with great expense and loss. 
The Engine Sump is proceeding to make trial of the Strata below Level and have let a 
Bargain to John Sanderson &c., to sink a Sump adjoining the Engine for the purpose of 
rendering the trial more expeditious. We have by this means, in three or four months to 
reach that part of the Strata where Ore is expected, and should it prove successful I hope it 
may in some degree prevent the deficiency in this district. The other Dead Work at this 
Mine is what is essential to its regular working. 
Ireshopeburn. The Engine Sump id proceeding towards that part of the Strata where we 
propose to make the trial of the Vein, and which we hope to reach in four or five months. 
The Strata through which it is sinking, continues to be excessively hard, and this renders 
this trial a little slow and expensive but as we drive the hardness a favourable indication we 
hope on reaching the Vein to meet with Mines that will repay the trial. 
At Stanhopeburn there is no alteration since last report that is entitled to notice. It 
continues to raise Ore that will pay the expense of the trials we are making, and leave a 
moderate profit, without any indications that lead us to expect much from it. Thos. Wallace 
&c., are cutting a Cross to endeavour to discover a new Vein which is considered one of 
the best objects in this ground; and Geo. Smith &c., are driving in another Vein which is 
deemed the next best trial. These are the two chief objects that are known in Mr Rippon’s 
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Estate, and therefore we are losing no time to prove them, in order that there may be 
abundant opportunity during the Lease of reaching the full advantage should it or both of 
them prove successful. 


Alston Moor 
Rampgill the Levels driving by Robert Hetherington &c., and Matthew Thompson &c., 
and the Cross cut by John Barron &c., and James Stephenson &c., are for the purpose of 
effectually opening out the Vein; and it is hoped they may shortly lead to improved Ore 
workings. The Ore bargains however are entirely pickings that require the best price. 
Rampgill Sun Vein although still very good is far from being so promising as at 
Midsummer several lengths have been nearly wrought out and others have become poorer. 
The Cross cuts and shaft prosecuting here are for the purpose of opening out the Vein in 
different parts of the mining field and we hope may lead to better workings and again revive 
our prospects here otherwise I fear this hitherto excellent mine will shortly fail us. 
Smallcleugh continues extremely hard and therefore requires great prices. Its general 
appearance since last report, has become more unfavourable than usual hence we fear the 
quantity of Ore raised here will be lessened during the ensuing year. The cross cut driving 
by Matthew Dickenson &c., is for the purpose of opening out the Flatts in fresh ground. 
We hardly hope to complete this trial within the year, but should we meet with the Flatts 
good, it will open out a great increase of Ore workings and is at any rate necessary for the 
ventilation and more advantageous working of the mine. The Level driving by Hind &c., 
is continuing for the trial of Smallcleugh Cross Vein as detailed in the Midsummer report. 
Middlecleugh is no way essentially altered since last report. The Level driving here is to 
cut a Vein about 14 fathoms North, which is expected to produce Ore and is considered a 
very promising trial. 
Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein there is no chance here since last report that is worthy of 
detail. The Dead work at this mine is all for the purpose of opening out the Vein in different 
situations with a view to increase the chance of raising Ore during the ensuing year. 
Tynebottom continues hard and poor. The dead work is for the purpose of opening out 
Ore workings in whole ground. The various other trials in Alston Moor are proceeding as 
usual with no change that can be noticed. 
The Court will observe a considerable increase of Dead work this quarter especially in 
Alston Moor. I have been induced to extend the trials at the commencement of the new 
year partly in order to give employment to the washers and to several of the constant 
pickmen who must otherwise have been left without any means of supporting their families; 
but especially with a view to increase the chances of raising an extra quantity of Ore during 
the year in compliance with the direction of the late deputation. 
No trials however have been undertaken but those which all your practical Mining Agents 
deem very promising, necessary and which would therefore at any rate have been entered 
into at a future period. Many of these extra trials will be terminated during the present 
quarter, and the remainder within six months. In fixing these Bargains I may be allowed to 
assure the Court that no pains have been spared so to arrange the workings as to afford the 
best prospects of increasing the immediate Ore raising without injury to the future workings 
of the mines and although at the present moment the prospects in the Moor are a little 
clouded and unpromising, and the hardness of the Middlecleugh Level sets at defiance all 
our efforts to open out that mine now expeditiously; yet with the improved state of the 
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Teesdale mines. I do not despair if we have our ordinary fortune in the various means using 
to extend the Ore workings of meeting the wishes expressed by the Gentlemen of the 
deputation by raising 18 or 19000 Bings of Ore in the three districts during the ensuing 
year. 

The Ore raised in the year just concluded is a little more the 19000 Bings being 1000 Bings 
beyond the estimate which I gave the Court in the Ladyday Bargain report and I trust we 
may be equally successful during the year now commencing. 


My calculation of the lead we shall be enabled to send to market from 30 September 1818 
to 30 September 1819 is as follows. 
Common lead about 5000 large pieces (/ piece approx. 147 lb.) 
Refined lead about 46000 large pieces 
Slag lead about 4000 large pieces 

55000 
And 1000 casks of Litharge of 6 cwt each. Should the demand for Litharge exceed or fall 
short of this quantity the Refined Lead will of course be increased or diminished in the 
same proportion. 
The above calculation goes to the extent of the smelting powers of all your mills allowing 
for the occasional and inevitable interruptions of frost in winter, dry weather in summer 
and casual repairs of the furnaces. 
I have taken the liberty of adding this Statement to the mining reports for the guidance of 
the Court in making sales. 


Robert Stagg 
List of Bargains Midsummer 1818 
Alston Moor Weardale Teesdale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men perBing Men Fathom 
8 12/ 4 5/ 4 13/ 3 20/ 4 15/ 4 42/ 
4 15/ 6 35/ 4 15/ 4 90/ 8 16/ 4 50/ 
4 17/ 4 40/ 4 16/ 4 120/ 4 18/ 4 65/ 
4 30/ 4 45/ 4 19/ 4 130/ 12 20/ 6 80/ 
4 32/ 6 50/ 4 26 8 290/ 4 22/ 4 90/ 
8 35/ 4 65/ 20 30/ 12 580/ 4 23/ 4 130/ 
4 36/ 6 80/ 10 35/ 10 24/ 4 140/ 
8 38/ 6 85/ 4 40/ 4 25/ 4 160/ 
11 40/ 4 100/ 4] 50/ 12 28/ 
4 42/ 4 110/ 8 30/ & 280/ 4 30/ 
67 45/ 8 135/ 4 30/ & 100/ 8 32/ 
11 48/ 8 140/ 107 34 4 35/ 
33 50/ 6 150/ 34 per Fathom 18 40/ 
6 60/ 6 160/ 141 18 45/ 
4 170/ 4 30/ & 70/ 
8 220/ 6 20/ & 140/ 
6 240/ 124 34 
4 94 20/ 34 per Fathom 
4 25/ 158 
6 30/ 
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4 30/ 
4 30/ 
4 30/ 
4 40/ 
8 40/ 
4 45/ 

4 45/ 


94 per Fathom 

42 between Mids. & Michaelmas 
361 Alston Moor 
141 Weardale 
158 Teesdale 


650 Last quarter 
10 Increase no of Men 


General Report of Mines Christmas 1818 
Teesdale 

Lodgesyke. I have peculiar pleasure in reporting the continuing and very favourable 
prospects of this Mine. Unless some totally unlooked for disaster should happen, to 
interrupt its present flourishing state, the Teesdale district may be expected in future to run 
so high in your mining departments. The dead work is merely what is required to push 
forward the Levels, and open out the Mine as we proceed in working it. A great change for 
the worse which has taken place at Coldberry since the last quarter’s report has justified 
the doubt I then expressed of the continuance of the promising appearance of this Mine. It 
is so perpetually fluctuating, that no dependence can be placed upon any existing 
indications. It is still however likely to raise Ore that will leave some profit. The Level 
driving by Coltsworth &c., is in this uncertain Vein, and is indispensable for its further 
prosecution. The Level driving by George Hardy &c., is one that I have begun this quarter 
for the complete trial of the Vein discovered by a Cross cut in the Coldberry Liberty, 
immediately prior to the Michaelmas Bargains and which, we still have every reason to 
believe is a continuation of the Vein that is now working with so much advantage at 
Lodgesyke. Twelve or eighteen months at least, must elapse before we can hope to 
complete this trial, but we expect that it may open out an advantageous Mine at Coldberry, 
when it does reach the Vein in the Great Limestone, where we propose to make the trial. 
The several other Teesdale trials are proceeding towards their objects with no change that 
can be noticed. 


Weardale 

Middlehope Mine is so little altered since last Bargains, that I cannot better describe its 
present state than by referring the Court to the Michaelmas report. The slight change that 
has taken place since that period is however favourable. The chief Level driving by Henry 
Coulthard &c., has become a little softer, which has enabled us to open out an additional 
length of Ore Workings, at very low prices per Bing and the general appearance of the Mine 
is rather improved. It is indeed as good as it could almost be wished at the forehead and 
we have nothing but the excessive and almost unprecedented hardness if the Level to 
complain of. The whole of the Dead Work here, is for the opening out of this Mine speedily 
& effectually and for this purpose every effort is making that I have been able to devise 
after repeated consultations with the practical Agents and the most mature deliberation. 
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Ireshopeburn. So far as the Engine trial has proceeded we have reason to be satisfied with 
our prospects of regaining a profitable Mine here. We have scarcely yet touched upon this 
part of the Vein where much Ore could be expected yet the Court will perceive, that a few 
Ore Workings have already been opened. We have now hardly a doubt of the success of 
this trial to the fullest extent of our calculations at its commencement. 

Stanhopeburn. The prospects have considerably improved since last Bargains a trial 
which we made (since the renewal of the Lease) for the discovery of new Flatts, has proved 
more successful than I had dared to hope. These new Flatts are not so very rich nor likely 
to work at low rates per Bing, yet from their probable extent, I entertain considerable 
expectations that this Mine may now become fairly profitable for several years hence. I 
calculate upon raising at Stanhopeburn driving this year, nearly one thousand Bings of Ore. 
We are proceeding to make the other trials in this Lease as stated in last Report and if they 
should prove equally fortunate when they reach their several objects Stanhopeburn may 
become a valuable addition to this Mining District. Upon the whole, the prospects of this 
district have so much improved that I am led to entertain better hopes that it may yet 
produce Ore, which with the Teesdale supply will fully employ the smelting powers of 
Stanhope Mill during the ensuing year. 


Alston Moor 
Rampgill the Low Levels driving by Robert Hetherington &c., and Robert Black &c., are 
progressively opening out poor workings, that more than repay the expense of the Levels 
and as they proceed further East to where the Vein is known to have been left good, but 
could not be wrought by the upper Levels on account of water, there is no doubt that very 
profitable mines will be regained. We do not however expect to reach this part of the Vein 
for several years, but in the interim, there are the best grounds to expect that the Ore 
obtained in driving the Levels will have a profit. 
Rampgill Sun Vein is more productive than it was at Michaelmas but although it will raise 
a considerable quantity of Ore this year we fear that its uncommon richness may not be of 
long continuance as it is fast approaching two strong Cross Veins the influence of which 
on their intersection we anticipate with uneasy and anxious feelings. It may however pass 
through them uninjured or the Cross Veins may themselves be enriched by the junction and 
become valuable mines; but we fear more than we hope from the union. John Robinson 
&c., are rising in this Vein nearer to its junction with one of the Cross Veins than the present 
Ore workings, in order to prove it in this situation and to extend this year’s Ore raising. 
William Atkinson are rising to try the stratum in a higher situation with the same view both 
these trials we expect to complete during the quarter. John Elliot &c., are continuing a 
Crosscut for the purpose of discovery as detailed in the Midsummer report of 1818. They 
have not yet met with any Veins that are likely to prove advantageous. 
Scaleburnmoss Level is proceeding to open out this mine with very little fluctuation upon 
the whole however the prospects here are somewhat brighter and as we obtain as much Ore 
as we proceed as repays the cost of the Level we continue this trial in full security that if 
we do not gain much we can lose nothing and we have a fair chance of obtaining a profitable 
mine in due time, two or three years however will be required to advance the Level to the 
part of the Vein where much is expected. 
Smallcleugh | am sorry to report is failing excessively. The poor prospects here become 
more gloomy each quarter, the Ore workings are no better than the poorest old pickings, 
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and unless the cross cuts driving by John Barron &c., and Matthew Dickenson &c., prove 
successful in opening out new Flatts in fresh ground, there is too much reason to fear that 
total failure of this, hitherto, valuable mine. The cross cut driving by Dickenson &c., is 
that on which we place our chief dependence, but from the hardness of the limestone in 
which it is driving we cannot hope to reach the part where new Flatts are expected within a 
year. 
The Level driving by George Raw &c., at Middlecleugh is proceeding for the trial of a 
North Vein that is chiefly whole, and is considered likely to produce some Ore, we expect 
this trial will be speedily terminated. The Ore workings at this mine are entirely pickings. 
Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein the low Level driving by Smith Elliott &c., is proceeding as 
rapidly as extreme hardness of the stratum admits of with a Vein to open out the whole of 
the Middlecleugh Veins each of a strong cross Vein, beyond which they are all lying 
entirely untried. We consider this trial to afford one of the very best chances of opening 
out new and extensive mines in Alston Moor. The Level driving by Ridley Robson &c., is 
for the purpose of opening out pickings Westwards in the parts of this mine, which owing 
to much water it is believed were imperfectly, wrought from an upper Level. It is opening 
and as we proceed, Ore workings that very well pay the cost of the trial. The cross cut by 
Luke Hall &c., is a temporary expense for the purpose of ventilation, and of more 
advantageously working the pickings opened out by the Level. It will be completed this 
quarter. 
Tynebottom Sun Vein continues exceedingly poor, and is likely to fail entirely. In 
prosecuting the Level by Joseph Wandlace &c., at this mine we have cut a cross Vein 
(Windshawbridge) which has the appearance of raising some Ore, but does not lead us to 
expect much from it. 
The Ore workings at all the other Alston Moor mines are mere pickings and those at 60/ 
per Bing are to induce trials without loss to the Company, where the Leases would be 
otherwise liable to forfeiture and where we do not think the prospects worthy of a regular 
Dead work trial. 
The various trials, which I have omitted to notice, are proceeding towards their objects 
without any material alteration since last report. 
Upon the whole, the prospects in the Alston Moor District are considerably less Flattering 
this quarter yet, from the numerous and promising trials in progress in this department we 
do not despair of regaining other mines, in due time, that may fully make up the deficiencies 
of those that appear to be failing. Indeed, the daily and uncalculated fluctuations that occur 
in mining as will favourable as unfavourable out to preserve us at all times alike from 
entertaining too sanguine hopes, or becoming unduly depressed. Although the Alston 
District is a little unpromising at this moment, yet I am happy to be able to add, in 
concluding, that the average prospects (if I may use the expression) of Teesdale, Weardale, 
and the Moor, were never better, and justify me in expressing a confident hope that the 
results of the present year will not fall below that of the year ending 30 September 1818. 
Robert Stagg 
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General Report of the Mines Lady Day 1819 


Teesdale report 
Lodgesyke Since last quarter’s report we have proceeded in opening out this Mine more 
extensively, and I am happy to say with improving prospects of a lasting and very beneficial 
Mine, as the Court will readily judge by the accompanying Bargains List, which is I believe, 
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160/ 


We have been driving the lowest Level with the utmost speed ever since I undertook the 
direction of this mine, in order to put it upon the present plan of working, and we have now 
only got it up to the situation where the experiment could be completely made, and it is 
particularly gratifying to my feelings to report that it is more than realising my utmost hopes 
and expectations. The practical agents who pass through the mines are unanimous in their 
opinion that the improvement is very decided, because besides affording the power of very 
materially increasing or diminishing the raising of Ore as it may be required, without the 
slightest disadvantage, the workmen can by this mode make equal wages with six or eight 
shilling's per Bing less price, which the quantities of Ore now expected to raised at this 
mine (say 6 or 7000 Bings per year) leaves an enormous saving. It will also tend in a great 
measure to equalise the wages of the miners, and to prevent the extravagant earnings of 
some of the partnerships whilst others are earning little or nothing. 

The leading principle of the improvements is an allotment of a certain plot or square in the 
Vein to each partnership which they cut around in the first instance, whereby the agents are 
enabled to judge with comparative certainty of the price that ought to be given and after 
cutting round the square the miners can work it with infinitely more ease and facility, and 
when more Ore is required to be raised we have only to divide the squares into two or more 
compartments, which will at once double or treble the raising, or on the other hand, to throw 
two or three squares into one in order to reduce the raising in an equal degree, which in 
either of these cases the mine will continue to be wrought without the slightest alteration of 
principle or the least disadvantage. I fear without a reference to the plans and a personal 
explanation of them, I may not be enabled to convey to the Court a concise idea of my 
meaning, but upon the visit of the next Deputation, I shall have no difficulty in rendering 
myself intelligible to them and they will have the opportunity of seeing the plan in progress 
in the mine itself. 

I have made arrangements to work the whole of your mines in the same manner as we have 
got the Levels up that are necessary for effecting it. 

The Dead Work at this Mine is merely what is indispensable in its regular working. 
Coldberry. This is one of the most fluctuating and uncertain Mines in your possession 
which renders it impossible to judge by its appearance one month, what it may become the 
next. Since the Christmas Bargains its prospects, or rather its present indications, are 
considerably improved, and were it not for our past experience of its uncertainty, I should 
pronounce it to be a very hopeful Mine. It is raising Ore, upon the average, that will have 
some profit, and I do not despair, on its becoming intersected by other Veins (several of 
which it has to meet with in its course) of yet seeing it a flourishing Mine. The Level 
driving by Ralph Nattrass &c., is in this Vein, and is essential to its future working. The 
Level driving by Thomas Tarn &c., is for the trial of the Vein at Coldberry which we believe 
to be a continuation of the Lodgesyke Vein, and which, as stated in the Christmas Report 
will not reach that part of it where a proper trial can be made, in less than twelve or eighteen 
months. 

Hudshopehead. We have discovered a Vein that is strong and very promising in its 
appearance, by the Hush which the last deputation will recollect being pointed out to them 
as having been set on for the purpose of general discovery in that new part of the mineral 
ground. Jos. Pearson &c., are cutting a Cross to prove this Vein in a part of the strata which 
will afford an opportunity of forming a better judgement of it. Should this Vein on trial 
prove productive it will open out an entirely new Field, as it is whole and hitherto untried 
& unknown for several miles in length, the whole of which is included within the 


116 


boundaries of the general grant, for which a proposal was given to the Earl of Darlington, 
by order of the last Deputation. 
The other trials in Teesdale are proceeding as usual towards their objects for which they 
were commenced. Each of these Levels I expect, will reach their destination about the same 
time (and we hope in twelve or fifteen months) when, if we have ordinary fortune, this 
district will become the most extensive and flourishing part of your concern and may be 
expected to be the most profitable and lasting, as each of the Levels will lay open a large 
extent of new ground, which when successful, is always the most lucrative, indeed should 
only one of the trials in three turn out we cannot fail to open a New Field that may be 
expected to hold out during the lives of all those who have any part, at present in the 
concern. 

Weardale 
Middlehope. The Level driving by Henry Coulthard &c., upon which entirely depends the 
opening out of this Mine, continues excessive hard although it is a little better than at 
Christmas. The inevitable consequence is that notwithstanding the workings continue to 
be very good as we proceed, it is utterly impossible to push on the level with speed enough 
to furnish new squares to the partnerships as quickly as they work out those that are 
previously opened and therefore a considerable diminution in the years Ore raising at this 
Mine, must of necessity, follow, in spite of our utmost efforts to prevent it. This is however 
the less to be regretted as we shall raise at the other Mines in this district and at the Teesdale 
Mines, as Much Ore during the year as will fully employ the Mills until the commencement 
of the next Washing Season. The only effect therefore of this insufferable difficulty will 
be to lessen the apparent profit of this Mine for the year, by the dead work and general 
charges bearing a greater proportion than usual to the quantity of Ore raised. 
The Engine Trial has proved much more tedious and protracted than was expected on its 
commencement, for, in sinking to the Four Fathom Limestone (the object of which was 
chiefly set on foot) we have had to pass through a succession of hard Sills only, instead of 
the Plate that is usually found above this Limestone. But although this circumstance has 
lengthened the trial, and increased the cost of it, we rejoice that it has happened, as it 
doubles our chance of obtaining valuable Mines when the trial is accomplished 
We have also been a good deal retarded lately by the unusual dryness of the season, which 
has caused a defective supply of water to work the pumps. But unless this continues, we 
hope to succeed in completing this Engine trial during the present summer, and, on its 
termination there is no doubt entertained that Workings will be opened that will repay the 
expense incurred. The other dead work at this Mine is merely what cannot be avoided 
without ultimate disadvantage in its future prosecution. 
Ireshopeburn. We have completed the Engine Shaft and are now cutting across from the 
bottom of it to make a trial of Vein in the lower Sills, for which the Engine was erected. 
We expect to reach the Vein in a few Fathoms driving, prior to which no opinion can be 
given of the probable result of this trial. But there appears to be every reason to hope that 
a fresh and lasting Mine may be thereby regained, that will raise Ore to repay all the cost 
incurred and leave a fair profit. The Ore raising at this Mine is from the Old Workings 
which have been already opened out. 
Coldberry trial is proceeding as usual 
Stanhopeburn, no material change has taken place since the last report except that we have 
discovered a Vein which we believe to be one of those for which we have been sinking, but 
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as we have only just touched upon it, no opinion can yet be offered, as to what may be 
expected from it. 


Alston Moor 
Rampgill we are continuing as we proceed with the Levels driving by Robert Black &c., 
and Robert Heatherington &c., to open out poor workings that will leave some profit, and 
as the Levels are advancing towards the part of the Veins, which was richer in the upper 
sills, we expect daily to obtain more profitable mines. The joint Bargain of Dead work and 
Ore raising by John Bell &c., is to open out a square above the leading Level, for the united 
purpose of ventilation and of making a trial of this ground and the Sump opening out on 
contract by Luke Hall &c., is for the same purpose. Both will terminate in a few weeks. 
Rampgill Sun Vein John Elliot &c., are sinking from the Cross cut which they have been 
driving to prove in the Little Limestone a Vein which has been discovered by the Cross cut 
since the Christmas report and which we believe to be a continuation of the Sun Vein. John 
Madgen &c., are raising to try the upper sills in the same Vein. This mine has altered 
greatly for the worse since last report, and as it is approaching the Cross Vein at each end 
we entertain considerable apprehension lest the junction when it takes place should prove 
fatal to it, but it may have the opposite tendency, and give us additional mines by enriching 
the Cross Veins themselves, but we are by no means sanguine in this expectation. John 
Robson &c., and Thomas Stephenson &c., are driving the opposite ends of this Vein 
towards the Cross Veins in question in order to make trial of them, should they prove 
unsuccessful we shall not have much more to hope from this part of this hitherto very 
advantageous mine. 
The rise put upon this Vein last quarter by John Robinson &c., proved very successful and 
produced the Ore workings let to Thomas Midcalf &c., at 11/ per Bing. 
Scaleburnmoss the Level continues to proceed as usual towards its ultimate objects. Since 
last report however we have discovered a new Flatt lying alongside of this Vein and near 
the forehead of the Level which although very hard and far from rich is likely to raise a 
good deal of Ore at high prices as we proceed. It is in this Flatt where John Eels &c., are 
working. They are not yet however sufficiently advanced to allow a decided opinion to be 
formed of what may be expected from it. 
Smallcleugh a very slight change has taken place since last report and that is, I am sorry to 
say very unfavourable. The cross cut driving last quarter by J Barron &c., has been 
completed, but has failed to produce any better workings. The present Bargains are no 
better than the poorest pickings, and even at the high prices given, the mines have lately 
made very poor wages. The cross cut driving by Matthew Dickinson &c., is to discover 
the Flatts in new ground at a considerable distance from the present workings; to facilitate 
the drawing of the work by throwing off a long Level, and to ventilate the whole mine. If 
on its reaching the situation of the Flatts it does not discover them in a better state than 
where they are now working, the prospects of this old and very profitable mine will be bad 
indeed. But as there is no visible reason for the failure of this mine, (no crossing now other 
impediments having been met with) we are willing to hope that its recent poverty may arise 
only from a temporary contraction or twitch (the miners term) of the Flatts, and that it may 
yet open out again and become as productive as formerly. Indeed, fluctuations of this nature 
favourable as well as unfavourable are common in mining, that it is impossible to anticipate 
what may take place within a month in any mine. 
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Middlecleugh there is no change entitled to notice since last quarter. The Level driving by 
George Raw &c., has not yet reached the Vein, for the trial of which it was commenced 
and the whole of the Ore Bargains at this mine are new pickings. 

Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein Thomas Armstrong &c., are driving the Deep Water Level 
for the purpose of trying all the Middlecleugh Veins in whole ground further East than they 
have hitherto been wrought. This is esteemed to be one of our best chances of opening out 
extensive mines in the Moor, as each of these Veins is lying whole from where the trial is 
expected to be made, for a very great extent. The Level is approaching fast towards the 
point of trial. 

Thomas Indian &c., are driving an upper Level to communicate with this Level, for the 
joint purpose of ventilation and of trying the sills between them. John Armstrong &c., are 
driving a Level in the same Westwards, and are raising Ore, and opening out Ore workings 
as the Level proceeds, that will repay the expense of trial. Ridley Robson &c., are cutting 
across from this Level to a string lying off this Vein; this will be done in a week or two. 
Carrs South End Robert Barron &c., are driving a Level to try this Vein and also the 
Longcleugh Vein, the latter of which they are expected to cut during the quarter. The Ore 
raising here is entirely pickings. 

Gudhameill the Bargains are in old pickings which are so poor that wages cannot be made 
even at 60/ per Bing, which price is given to cover the Lease until we get rid of part of this 
dead weight with which this district is burdened. 

Tynebottom the bearing sills (The Tynebottom Limestone) has by its dip got below our 
Level, so that without the aid of pumps of an engine little or nothing can be done here. The 
trial by pumps is so costly and imperfect that we are all agreed it would not be advisable to 
make it. Your Alston Moor practical Agents, are strongly in favour of erecting an Engine, 
but as this also would be attended with a very heavy expense, and can only be warranted in 
cases where no other means can be used, where the favourable results of this trial is almost 
certain, and where the objects are of considerable magnitude and as I cannot yet satisfy 
myself on all these points. I am collecting all the information in my power, for the purpose 
of submitting it to the consideration of the next deputation, until which time I propose to 
hold the Lease by encouraging picking Bargains. 

In prosecuting the Tynebottom trial we have discovered a cross Vein which we believe to 
be the Windshawbridge Vein. That is very promising in its appearance, and is likely to 
lead us to a mine that will leave some profit, as there is no Dead weight upon it. The various 
other trials in this district are proceeding towards the several objects without any change 
that is deserving of notice. 

The Ore Bargains at all the mines which have not been detailed, are mere pickings, and 
those at the highest prices are to hold the Leases without Dead work. The Dead work that 
is absolutely necessary in this District to cover such a multitude of Leases, and to prosecute 
the various trials upon which alone we have to depend for future success falls peculiarly 
heavy upon the Ore that is now raising, the greater part of which is literally forced by the 
high prices, and the necessity the men feel themselves under of making some trials 
themselves with this encouragement rather than be without employment. Several of the 
trials are approaching fast to an end and I hope may lead us to better mines, and they are all 
such as, in the present stage of them, could not, with any propriety, be relinquished. But 
the present state of these mines and a falling lead Market the immediate prospects of this 
District is rendered very gloomy and unpromising, and this year’s results will I fear be by 
no means favourable as the mines have generally become unusually poor. Still however 
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we do not despair of requiring in a little time, better mines, and of again witnessing this 
district in a flourishing state as several of the trials in progress can hardly fail to be 
productive of meeting Ore. 

The Millstone that weighs down the profits of this District is the almost endless Leases we 
are forced to maintain and the equally endless extent of Levels that have to be upheld; which 
necessarily create an unavoidable and great expenditure at all times but which is peculiarly 
felt when the mines happen to become poor. In every instance of mining Leases of 
Greenwich Hospital, I have contended for an extension of boundary. I have thus already 
succeeded in greatly curtailing the number of Leases, and at this moment I am 
corresponding with the Receivers of the Hospital with a view to further curtailments in the 
renewal of several Leases, which are now expiring. I do not much expect that they will 
grant all the indulgence in the way that I have solicited, but I have reason to hope that they 
will be induced to throw two or three Leases into one in each case where there are several 
Leases of lengths in the same Vein. 

In concluding although the present prospects in the Moor is decidedly bad and although in 
Weardale we shall this year from the causes stated in the report fall considerably short of 
last year’s Ore raising, yet as the prospects in Teesdale have undergone a favourable change 
to an extent still greater than that of an unfavourable nature which has taken place in the 
other districts give reason to hope that better and more extensive mines may speedily be 
opened. I do not think there is any reason to be much discouraged and the more especially 
as in mining these fluctuations do and will continue to take place. 

I could at this moment render the mines even in Alston Moor very profitable by dropping 
the greater part of the Dead trials, which however I would by no means advise as that could 
not be done without sacrificing their future prospects, and the more especially, as there is 
not one Level now driving which I could not think deserving of prosecution as mining 
speculation were we not raising a Bing of Ore in the whole concern. 
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Lady Day Lists of Bargains 1819 


Alston Moor Teesdale Weardale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 

Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men perBing Men Fathom 
8 11/ 10 50/ 8 12/ 4 13/ 8 40/ 
4 12/ 4 55/ 8 13/ 12 16/ 4 45/ 
4 20/ & 135/ 4 15/ 4 17/ 4 55/ 
4 20/ & 140/ 4 20/ 2 20/ 4 60/ 
8 20/ & 200/ 4 20/ & 60/ 2 24/ 4 90/ 
8 24/ 4 70/ 4 20/ & 100/ 4 26/ 4 105/ 
4 25/ & 50/ 12 21/ 4 30/ 4 120/ 
4 27/ 6 85/ 4 23/ 8 30/ & 80/ 
4 30/ 6 90/ 4 24/ 8 30/ & 220/ 
6 30/ & 90/ 16 25/ 14 35/ 12 240/ 
6 30/ & 130/ 4 25/ & 100/ 8 40/ 12 420/ 
8 35/ 12 100/ 4 26/ 6 36/ 4 42/ 
4 37/ 4 110/ 8 27/ 6 42/ 14 50/ 
8 38/ 4 115/ 16 30/ 4 50/ 4 50/ & 60/ 
4 39/ 6 130/ 4 32/ 4 60/ 2 55/ 56 
8 40/ 6 160/ 4 33/ 4 70/ 94 per Bing 
4 40/ & 70/ 4 36/ 4 75/ 56 per Fathom 
4 40/ & 160/ 4 37/ 4 84/ 150 
4 42/ 4 180/ 14 40/ 4 100/ 
3 44/ 4 205/ 14 45/ 4 160/ 

19 45/ 4 240/ 14 50/ 40 

14 48/ 6 250/ 158 per Bing 

23 50/ 80 40 per Fathom 

31 55/ 6 on Wages opening out low level 

17 60/ 204 
4 70/ 


215 per Bing 
80 per Fathom 
4 Opening Sump per Con! £30 
299 Alston Moor 
204 Teesdale 
150 Weardale 


633 Last quarter 
20 Increase No of men 


General report of the Mines Midsummer 1819 
Since the last quarters report so little change has taken place in the state of the Mines in any 
of the Districts, that I might almost refer you the Court to it for the Report of the present 
quarter. 
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Teesdale District 
Lodgesyke Mine continues to be as promising and excellent as I could desire it to be, and 
if there be any change since Lady Day it is on the favourable side, as the accompanying list 
of that Mine will abundantly testify. 
The Dead Work of Thos. Bussey &c., Wm. Harrop &c., and Nathan Rain &c., is what is 
indispensable in opening out this Mine and that by John Gidling &c., John Tarn &c., and 
Charles Rain &c., is for driving a New Level for the purpose of getting rid of a part of the 
old Level, requires so much wood to support it, that I have judged it better, with the present 
prospects of a lasting Mine (amounting almost to certainty) to draw a new Level at once 
than to continue upholding the old one at so serious an expense. The cost of this new Level 
will be about £600. I will explain more particularly to the Gentlemen of the Deputation the 
grounds on which I have ventured to undertake it. 
Coldberry, the prospects are likewise a little improved. We have just cut a new Vein in 
driving in the Old Vein, and I hope the intersection may have a favourable tendency, but 
cannot yet form any certain judgements of which effects it may produce. The Dead Work 
here is merely Driving the two Levels for the purpose stated in last report. 
Mannergill. The prospects have also undergone a very favourable alteration since Lady 
Day, we have at length got a trial made in the Vein for which we have been so long driving, 
and have every reason to hope that this Mine will become another Lodgesyke, as soon as 
we can effect the sinking of a Sump about 20 Fathoms, for the trial of the best part of the 
Strata, which has not yet been reached. Thos. Redfern &c., are cutting a Cross preparatory 
to sinking this Sump, which I shall lose no time in pushing through. I am not a little anxious 
to prove this part of the Strata, for should it realise the hopes entertained of it, it will give 
us the command of raising almost any quantity of Ore the Court may wish. Thomas Lee 
&c., are raising Ore at 30/ per Bing in the part of the Vein already proved. 
Flakebrig and Hudshopehead, the trials are proceeding without any alteration I calculate 
that we shall raise in Teesdale this quarter fully 2000 Bings of Ore and we have every 
ground to hope that we shall be enabled to exceed this quantity in future quarters, should it 
be considered by the Court to do so. This District is now decidedly the best in your concern 
& its future prospects are most flattering. 


Weardale District 

Stanhopeburn, there is no alteration since last quarter that can be noticed, the new Vein 
which we had cut at Lady Day, we are making a trial of in a part of the strata which we 
think now favourable than that where the first discovery was made, but in the present stage 
of the trial no opinion of the result can be offered. We are continuing to search for another 
Vein which we have not yet met with. I entertain considerable expectations of this Mine 
becoming valuable on the completion of the trials in progress and in the meantime Ore is 
raising that will leave us a very fair profit. 

Middlehope continues to be very good in leading lengths, but the extraordinary hardness 
of the Level baffles our utmost efforts to open out new places for the workmen as speedily 
as they cut out their former lengths; the greater part are therefore confined to the Old 
pickings which are much exhausted. We have so far accomplished the objects of the Engine 
trial since last quarter that we have cut this Vein under the Quarry Hazel (about 20 Fathoms 
below the Level) and have every reason to hope for a material extension of our Ore raising 
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at this mine as soon as we can drive the drift necessary for opening the new ground which 
the Engine gives us the command of. 

Coldberry trial is proceeding as usual 

Ireshopeburn, We have had an interruption by the failure of a part of the Engine which is 
now under repair. We expect however to resume operations at this Mine in a week. No 
other change has taken place since last report. 


Alston Moor District 
Rampgill continues to raise Ore in the old grounds opening out by the Levels driving by 
Robert Hetherington &c., and Robert Black &c., and although poor this mine will have 
some profits. The Levels are now fast approaching the part of the Vein where better 
working are expected John Bell &c., and Luke Hall &c., are sinking and rising to prove the 
strata above the Levels and to ventilate the mine. No change has taken place in the state of 
this mine since last report. 
Rampgill Sun Vein continues yet to raise Ore to great advantage in the new lengths but as 
stated in last report we are near Cross Veins at both ends of this Vein and are awaiting the 
junction of them with considerable apprehensions, this junction may however prove a 
benefit instead of a disadvantage, yet as the contrary very frequently takes place we dread 
that such may be the effects upon this hitherto very excellent mine. The Dead work at this 
mine is precisely the same as last quarter and the only change that has taken place here 
since is the discovery of a new Flatt attached to this Vein which is now working at 22/ per 
Bing by Matthew Hall &c., which has considerably improved the prospects of this mine for 
should this Flatt be found to carry as a distinct Flatt Vein after it leaves the Sun Vein (of 
which we do not despair) it may become very valuable. 
Scaleburnmoss the Flatt discovered last quarter continues very promising. It is 
uncommonly hard which renders a high price necessary but there is every reason to expect 
that it will become a mine that will work to considerable profit. 
Smallcleugh no change whatever has taken place since last report. The Dead work by Jon 
Irwin &c., is to prove whether any parts of the Flatts are left between the present workings 
and the Veins from which they arise; the other Dead work by Matthew Dickinson &c., is 
for the purpose noticed in the Ladyday report. 
Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein the Level driving by Thomas Armstrong &c., has just cut the 
Great Cross Vein, beyond which the 2nd Sun Vein is expected to be wrought to advantage. 
Thomas Indian &c., are driving to meet and to sink to this Level, which we expect they 
may accomplish in about twelve months, after which we are all very sanguine in the hope 
that we shall here open entirely new and extensive mining field as all the Middlecleugh 
Veins are whole to the end of the boundary and can hardly fail to raise a great quantity of 
Ore. 
No change has taken place at any of the other mines on Alston Moor since last report that 
is entitled to notice. The prospects of the district have been improved since Ladyday by 
the discovery of the new Flatt at Rampgill Sun Vein but with this exception no other 
alteration has taken place beyond the advance that has been made toward completing the 
various extensive trials in progress; and in concluding I can only repeat the opinion 
expressed in the Ladyday report, that although the Moor is at the present moment far from 
being in a flourishing state, yet there is no reason to be discouraged, the extraordinary 
improvement in the present state, and Flattering prospects of the Teesdale District being 
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more than a counterbalance to the unfavourable temporary state of the District. For 
temporary I entertain great hopes it will prove to be, as the various trials in which we are 
engaged can hardly fail to make ample amends on their reaching their destination for the 
present depression in the Moor. It may be proper to remark that not one of the trials has 
yet arrived at the objects upon which, on commencing the Superintendence of this district, 
I grounded my hopes of lasting and profitable mines being gained. And until which time, 
as I stated to the Gentlemen of the Deputation who then visited the works. I did not 
calculate upon the District producing any profits. Nor could any profits arisen had we not 
fortunately and most casually met with Rampgill Sun Vein, which with the encouragement 
given to the pickings, has given rise to all the gain that thus far been made in this District. 
On a review of the existing state and future prospects of the whole of the Districts. I have 
never had reason to be better satisfied than at the present moment and I entertain now 
sanguine hopes that I am accustomed to indulge on slight grounds of witnessing the concern 
in a very prosperous state for several years hence should life be spared to me. There is 
indeed that extreme uncertainty of fluctuation in mining which continually baffles all 
calculation, and forbids us from pronouncing with certainty what may be the result of any 
trial, however promising, but from the multitudes of trials in progress which are nearly 
approaching their objects, and from the very favourable existing state of those which have 
already reached them, I think I am justified in expressing the confident expectation of the 
continuing prospects of the concern at large. 
July 26" 1819 Robert Stagg 


Midsummer List of Bargains 1819 


Alston Moor Teesdale Weardale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men perBing Men Fathom 
12 10/ 4 45/ 4 10/ 4 20/ 4 10/ 
4 12/ 4 50/ 8 11/ 6 30/ 4 12/ 
4 20/ 40 60/ 8 12/ 4 50/ 4 14/ 
8 20/ & 60/ 8 16/ 4 55/ 4 15/ & 55/ 
4 20/ & 65/ 6 17/ 12 70/ 4 16/ 
4 20/ & 100/ 24 20/ 8 75/ 4 20/ & 120/ 
4 20/ & 135/ 4 21/ 4 84/ 4 20/ & 140/ 
4 20/ & 200/ 4 22/ 2 100/ 4 25/ 
4 22/ 12 80/ 4 24/ 4 130/ 4 28/ 
4 30/ 16 100/ 2 25/ 4 180/ 2 30/ 
6 30/ & 90/ 4 25/ & 100/ 8 30/ & 240/ 
4 30/ & 120/ 3 26/ 4 35/ 4 40/ 
6 30/ & 130/ 16 30/ 3 36/ 6 42/ 
4 35/ & 50/ 4 30/ & 60/ 8 40/ 16 50/ 
8 38/ 6 110/ 2 32/ 52 10 42/ 4 75/ 
4 39/ 4 125/ 4 35/ 11 50/ 4 80/ 
28 40/ 6 180/ 4 37/ 2 55/ 34 
4 40/ & 90/ 12 38/ 84 per Bing 
21 45/ 4 205/ 4 42/ 34 per Fathom 
4 48/ 4 230/ 2 45/ 118 
22 50/ 6 250/ 10 50/ 
31 55/ 4 280/ 137 per Bing 
6 60/ 74 52 per Fathom 
2 70/ 189 


202 per Bing 

74 per Fathom 
276 Alston Moor 
189 Teesdale 
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118 Weardale 

583 

653 Last Quarter 

70 Decrease in No. of men 


General Report of the Mines Michaelmas 1819 
Teesdale District 

In the Teesdale District the general prospects continue to be most flattering and even 
improving as we proceed in opening out the Mines. 

Lodgesyke is excellent and is now working in regular lengths to the greatest advantage. 
Coldberry has also greater appearance of becoming a valuable Mine than it ever had 
before. In driving the Trial Level, we have cut a Cross Vein which appears likely to be of 
service, but in the confusion of the junction, through which we cannot get until the Shaft 
for ventilation is completed no decided opinion can be formed. We have likewise every 
reason to expect we have regained a Mine at Mannergill which will be very valuable as 
soon as it can be properly opened out by the Sump now sinking for the purpose. At 
Hudshopehead we have sunk upon the new Vein discovered by the hushing, and met with 
good Ore, but could not get down for the water to make an effectual trial, but as we saw 
enough to fully warrant the taking of a Level, I have had one begun this quarter, which will 
cut the Vein in driving about fifty Fathoms, and in which, and in about one hundred 
Fathoms, will reach a part of the ground where a satisfactory trial can be made. We all 
entertain considerable expectations that this Level will lead us to a valuable Mine and 
should it prove so, as the Vein is entirely new and therefore whole throughout your Mining 
Field in this District (which is several Miles in extent) it may open out very extensive 
Mines. But until the trial is completed, notwithstanding the present flattering prospects, no 
decided judgement can be formed, and it may after all, be of no value whatever. As daily 
experience proves that co certain dependence can be deduced upon any present Mining 
indications either favourable or unfavourable, as they are subject to fluctuations and 
casualties over which there can be no control and which baffles all calculations, were it not 
for these considerations I should without hesitation, report that the Teesdale District could 
not fail to be highly valuable for a long series of years. As it is, I can only say that its present 
state and prospects are as good as could be reasonably desired, I sincerely hope and wish 
that the Mines may be as lasting as they are now excellent. 


Weardale District 
In Weardale no very material change has taken place since the Midsummer Report. The 
forecast of Middlehope where the new ground is opening above the Level as it proceeds 
towards the Company’s Boundary, has become very poor, which is materially affecting the 
immediate Ore raising at this Mine, but we see no reason to doubt that it will again improve 
as we proceed as this is a Vein that has always been liable to these changes, and we are 
therefore more disturbed at the certainty of reaching the extremity of your Boundary in this 
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Vein in four or five years than at any expectation of it ceasing to be a profitable Mine whilst 
we have it, although it may not very probably, be so valuable again as it has been, for there 
is an immense weight of Hill where we have now to work which generally operates 
unfavourably on Veins that are not of immense strength.. But then, on the other hand, we 
have now good reason to hope that the Engine trial may gain us valuable Mines in the Strata 
below Level, for we have since the bargains accomplished a partial trial of the Vein in that 
situation, and its appearance is very good, should this trial succeed to the extent of our 
hopes and expectations, it will give us an entirely new field, that will hold out during the 
whole of our lives; such as it will require a considerable time to push away the Levels from 
the Engine Sump, that are required to open out the lower strata, it is probable there may be 
a considerable falling off this year in the Ore raising at Middlehope. 

At Stanhopeburn no change worthy of notice has occurred since Midsummer. 

We have completed the Engine Sump at [reshopeburn, and are now engaged in Cutting to 
the Vein from the bottom of the Sump, and expect to reach it during the quarter. We are 
also prosecuting a Level in the Vein, taken from about the middle of the Sump, and so far, 
as we have proceeded, the indications are favourable, and although we do not expect this 
vein will ever be very rich we confidently hope that it will abundantly repay the expense 
incurred in the trial. It is probable that there may be a diminution of the quantity of Ore 
raised in this District during the ensuing year, and even perhaps in the year following, on 
account of the time required to fully open out these trials nevertheless, the prospect of 
lasting and extensive mines are considerably improved. 


Alston Moor District 
The state of the Alston District has been much amended since the last report by the 
discovery of the new Veins out at Middlecleugh and Old Carrs; both of which are likely to 
be valuable and raise considerable quantities of Ore, their present indication are indeed 
highly flattering yet as we have only just touched upon them, and have therefore had but a 
slight opportunity of judging whether they are likely to becoming lastingly good, too 
sanguine expectations ought not to be entertained respecting them, for they are not like 
Lodgesyke in Teesdale, reduced to near a certainty of being good mines for years hence. It 
must therefore be understood that my report of these mines is confined to their existing 
state where we have just discovered them, and that I offer no opinion as to their continuance 
lest it should lead to disappointment. 
Rampgill Sun Vein is fast working out in the ground already opened and as has been 
remarked in the last reports not free from apprehensions lest on its junction with the two 
cross Veins to which it is rapidly approaching it should be rendered unproductive. No other 
material change has taken place in the Moor since Midsummer. But as the trials already 
made are likely to prove successful and as several others are rapidly advancing towards 
their objects of which we entertain better opinion than we had of those already reached, I 
am far from despairing of yet witnessing this District in a very flourishing state. My great 
object has been to explore whole and untried ground, where, if we have success, mines of 
considerable magnitude will be opened and where also, there is always most profits. If 
therefore one only of the trials in ten should success, the speculation can hardly fail to be 
advantageous. 
The Court will perceive from the lists that a greater number of men than ordinary are 
employed in Dead work. 
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In order to give employment to the washers in winter and to open out Ore workings as 
extensively as possible for the ensuing year, I always make a point of reserving a number 
of small trials (that must be made at some point) for this season when the want of work 
would be so severely felt, which will explain this circumstance and I am happy to say that 
we have not in consequence a man unemployed; and it will I feel assured be a satisfaction 
to the Court to know that at this moment of general agitation I am not aware that we have 
a dissatisfied nor disaffected man in the concern. As this is the first time that an estimate 
has been given of the Ore raised at the mines the preceding quarter it may be proper to 
explain to the Court that this estimate ought to be received as little more than mere guesses 
at the quantity; as it is utterly impossible to approach very nearly to the truth generally in 
computing Ore in unwashed state, and therefore mixed with several times its own bulk of 
stone, spar, sand etc. 


Robert Stagg 
Michaelmas List of Bargains 1819 
Alston Moor Teesdale Weardale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men perBing Men Fathom 
8 12/ 4 45/ 12 10/ 4 18/ 4 10/ 4 50/ 
12 15/ 10 60/ 8 11/ 2 24/ 4 18/ 6 55/ 
4 20/ & 50/ 4 12/ 8 40/ 8 20/ 8 60/ 
4 20/ & 120/ 8 17/ 4 45/ 4 20/ & 45/ 
4 20/ & 160/ 14 18/ 4 50/ 8 20/ & 100/ 
4 22/ 6 80/ 4 19/ 4 56/ 8 25/ 4 90/ 
4 25/ 6 90/ 4 20/ 4 60/ 4 26/ 4 250/ 
4 28/ 6 95/ 2 23/ 16 70/ 4 28/ 6 420/ 
4 30/ & 105/ 4 25/ & 50/ 4 29/ 
4 30/ & 120/ 8 26/ 8 75/ 10 30/ 
6 30/ & 130/ 4 27/ 4 84/ 8 30/ & 210/ 
6 30/ & 140/ 14 28/ 8 85/ 4 35/ 
4 32/ 14 100/ 4 29/ 4 90/ 6 40/ 
8 35/ 4 110/ 10 30/ 2 100/ 4 40/ & 80/ 
14 40/ 8 140/ 4 32/ 4 110/ 6 42/ 32 
6 42/ 6 160/ 4 34/ 4 160/ 2 45/ 
26 45/ 6 170/ 4 35/ 4 170/ 16 50/ 
60 50/ 6 180/ 2 40/ 84 104 Bing 
4 50/ & 50/ 10 42/ 32 Fathom 
6 55/ 4 200/ 4 45/ 136 
14 60/ 4 205/ 3 50/ 
206 Bing 4 230/ 131 Bing 
106 Fathom 18 250/ 84 Fathom 
_6 Contract 106 Fathom 14 Wages 
318 Alston Moor 229 


229 Teesdale 
136 Weardale 


583 last quarter 
100 increase No. Men 


General Report of Mines Christmas 1819 
Teesdale District 
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Lodgesyke This Mine continues to be exceedingly productive and valuable. It has 
undergone no material change since the last Report. 

Coldberry. Since last quarter the Shafts there sinking for trial of the upper Sills have been 
completed & the prospects of this Mine have thereby materially improved the present 
appearance is now promising than at any former period, & yet still I am not sanguine in any 
expectation of this Vein becoming very valuable. 

Mannergill. Since last quarter the trial Sump has been completed & we are now engaged 
in cutting from it to prove the Vein in the different parts of the Strata. The present 
indications, are not so favourable as we had hoped they would prove but we entertain 
considerable expectations that we shall yet meet with a productive Mine we proceed with 
the trial. 

Wiregill Since last quarter we have regained an Ore Working by the Rise in the Wiregill 
Vein which although not rich is likely to continue raising Ore as we proceed. We have also 
at length reached the point where trial has to be made of the Lodgesyke Vein in this Ground 
& have accordingly commenced sinking a Shaft for that purpose. This long and expensive 
trial is therefore on the point of being completed & we hope may the means of very greatly 
extending the productive mines of the Teesdale District. The present indications are good 
as every String we have yet cut is filled with Ore. The Shaft has to be sunk upwards of 
sixty Fathoms & cannot be finished in less than a year, but we expect it to pass through the 
Vein in about fifteen Fathoms sinking where a more decided opinion can be formed of the 
probable results of this trial. 

The General prospects of the Teesdale District continue fully to warrant the favourable 
report which I made of them last quarter. We estimate that the Teesdale Mines will raise 
this year ending 30 Sept. 1820 about 9000 Bings of Ore. 


Weardale District 

Middlehope. The leading workings at this Mine have been gradually become poorer for 
several quarters, and are nearly without Ore and as we have only have a comparatively short 
distance to drive to the end of the Company’s Boundary I have judged it prudent to put a 
stop to the low Level which continues to be excessively hard until we prove whether in the 
further prosecution of the foremost Ore workings we are likely to regain a Mine that will 
justify us in incurring this heavy expense. I have been more readily inclined to adopt this 
plan, as we can now without material inconvenience prosecute the Ore workings to the end 
of your boundary without the further continuance of the Level. 

The engine trial has been exceedingly interrupted since last quarter by the severity of the 
Frost and consequently want of water, so that a complete trial has not been made of the 
under Strata, but as far as we have proceeded there is every reason to believe that the results 
will be advantageous & satisfactory. From the present general poverty of this Mine the Ore 
raising in the Weardale District can scarcely fail to fall materially short this year, yet I see 
no reason to despair of still regaining a valuable Mine at Middlehope since without any 
apparent cause it has always been liable to these unaccountable changes both of a 
favourable and unfavourable nature. 

Stanhopeburn. This Mine has undergone no change since last report that can be noticed. 
Ireshopeburn. This trial continues to be prosecuted without any material alteration since 
Michaelmas. We have not reached the Vein from the foot of the Engine, nor do we yet see 
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any reason to alter the opinion which we have thus far entertained, of this trial leading in 
the end to Mines that will leave a fair profit. 

In the existing state of these Mines in the Weardale District we cannot estimate this year’s 
Ore raising at more than 2500 or at the most 3000 Bings. 


Alston Moor District 
At Rampgill we are now opening out the workings at this mine that will pay extremely 
well as the Court will perceive by the list. 
Rampgill Sun Vein, this mine although not so productive as formerly continues to raise 
Ore to considerable advantage but as stated in former reports we are very nearly 
approaching two Cross Veins and entertain considerable fear that they may prove very 
injurious to this valuable mine which they may on the other hand, not only enrich this Vein 
but give us good mines in the Cross Veins themselves. Should the former unhappily take 
place, the present year will work out the most productive part of this Vein. The Level 
driving by Jonathan Irwin &c., is to cut this Vein in whole ground after it has passed through 
the Cross Veins and will completely prove their effect upon it. I look with much anxiety 
to the termination of this trial for the Vein has for a considerable time past been the only 
mine of much value in Alston Moor. 
Scaleburn, this Level continues to open out poor workings that pay the cost of the Level 
and will enable us we hope to reach the ultimate objects of this trial without loss. 
Scaleburn Cross Vein, this is a new working opened out by the rise made last quarter from 
the Broomsberry Level, which although not rich is likely to raise some Ore with profit. 
Smallcleugh Flatts this mine that was so long valuable continues to raise a little Ore, but 
is extremely poor and hard and is one more proof of the uncertain nature of the mines, since 
there is no visible reason for the change that has taken place in it. Unless the trial making 
by Dickinson &c., to discover these Flatts in new ground should prove successful there is 
not much more to be hoped from this mine, although as it is not attended with any Dead 
work it may raise a little Ore with profits for several years. 
Middlecleugh this Level ought to have cut the Vein for which it has been driving sometime 
ago, and as we have cut some strings in the situation where we expected the Vein to be, we 
begin to fear that it has lost its strength, and flown into strings which is not an uncommon 
case. Under the impression I have let the present Bargain to drive only two fathoms with 
the intention of discontinuing all further trials of this place should we not in that space 
connect with more promising indications. 
Middlecleugh Sun Vein fourteen men are raising Ore in the new Vein, which in the last 
report I stated we had discovered and by the low rate of 18/ per Bing the Court will perceive 
that it continues to be very productive. I am sorry however to have to add that the 
apprehension then expressed that it should not continue as a distinct Vein has been verified 
by the cross cut set on to open out the workings and which has shown that this Vein joins 
the Old Middlecleugh Vein about 30 fathoms from where it is now working, hence, 
although we expect to raise a very considerable quantity of Ore in this length we have no 
hope of it continuing, beyond that distance to be of much value. This therefore is another 
of those endless disappointments and mortifications to which we are daily subject in 
mining. 
Longcleugh this mine continues to raise a little Ore at high prices, but is not likely soon to 
become very rich. 
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Carrs South End this mine which in last report I stated to have been just discovered, 
continues to bid fair to raise a considerable quantity of Ore. The present Bargains are to 
drive through the low part of the ground, which is the least productive, but when it is cut, 
through we shall be enabled to work the mine to greater advantage. 

Gudhameill these Bargains are pickings let merely to preserve the Lease. 

Blackashgill raising Ore in pickings to preserve the Lease until I can have the surveys 
completed when we shall decide upon the further plan of trial. 

Browngill this Level is opening out poor workings as we proceed that will nearly defray 
the cost of making the trial. 

Browngill Sun Vein this trial has been pushed as far as is judged proper. I have therefore 
let Bargains to prove the strata above the Level. 

Windshawbridge cutting a cross cut to unwater the mine, which has Ore in it that will 
work to advantage. This cross cut will be completed driving the present quarter. 
Caplecleugh driving in the Vein on trial with very promising indication. 

Caplecleugh Cross Vein we have at length reached a part of the Vein for which this long 
Level has been driving. The Level is below the part of the strata where Ore is usually found 
but the appearance of the Vein is very promising and leads us to entertain considerable 
expedition that this trial, when completed, may lead to valuable and lasting mines, for in 
addition to having this cross Vein entirely whole for many hundred fathoms, we shall cut 
several other excellent Veins in prosecuting the trial of the cross Vein each of which is also 
whole in the Great Limestone, which is considered to be the best part of the strata for 
bearing Ore. This is one of the trials upon which I rest my hopes of again rendering the 
Alston District valuable, but although we have cut a part of the Vein, a considerable time 
will be required before we can fully open out and complete the trial. 

Tynebottom Sun Vein since last quarter we have completed the erection of the New 
Engine which I reported to be preparing further working of this mine and have nearly sunk 
as deep as is required to commence raising Ore, and I am happy to state that in sinking this 
Engine shaft we have cut through the best Ore that has yet been seen in Tynebottom, we 
therefore fully expect to regain a profitable mine immediately by this trial. 

There is upon the whole very little alteration in the prospects of the Alston Moor District 
since last report. The mines there are by no means in a flourishing state and the almost 
endless Levels that have to be upheld and kept in repair added to the immense extent of 
Dead work that must constantly be prosecuted to maintain the numerous Leases create an 
unavoidable charge on this Department which renders it next to impossible whilst we hold 
the whole of these mines on the existing terms to render this district sufficiently profitable. 
I shall therefore be prepared to submit to the next deputation, the propriety of whether 
declining to work a proportion of the mines that are considered least promising, or to require 
of the Hospital more liberal terms. In the meantime, it will be my care to keep the 
expenditure as low as possible for I have been everything but satisfied with the last year's 
results of this District. Yet I cannot attach any blame to the management of Mr. Millican 
as District Agent nor to the wages made on Bargain work, but as I have just observed it is 
the fault of the terms on which we hold the Leases and the extent of small mines which 
have to be maintained and which without other extraordinary mines, will I am persuaded 
always sink the proper profits of the district, whilst it causes more trouble and anxiety and 
requires more capital than the whole of your other mining concerns. In fixing these 
Bargains I have kept down the Dead work as much as can be done with any propriety and 
the prices of raising Ore are lower than I fear will allow the miners to make proper wages. 
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But the inevitable expenditure is so heavy that I could not feel that I was doing justice to 
the Company in allowing the rates to be more liberal in the existing state of the trade. 

I estimate that the Alston Moor District may raise this year from 6500 to 7000 Bings of 
Ore, which if added to say 2500 Bings in Weardale and 9000 in Teesdale will make the 
total about 18000 Bings, which may reach 19000. 

The average state of the Mines is therefore fully as good at this moment as it has been, nor 
is there at present the slightest reason to doubt the continuance of their prosperity 


Robert Stagg 
List of Bargains Christmas 1819 
Alston Moor Teesdale Weardale 
Rates Rates per Rates Rates per Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom Men perBing Men _ Fathom Men per Bing Men Fathom 
4 9/ 4 75/ 8 8/ 4 25/ 8 15/ 
6 15/ 4 80/ 4 9/ 4 26/ 4 20/ 
6 16/ 6 90/ 4 11/ 4 36/ 4 20/ & 60/ 
18 18/ 2 100/ 4 13/ 20 40/ 4 20/ & 200/ 
4 20/ & 120/ 4 14/ 4 44/ 4 24/ 8 55/ 
4 20/ & 140/ 8 15/ 22 50/ 2 26/ 8 95/ 
4 20/ & 150/ 8 16/ 8 55/ 8 28/ 6 100/ 
7 20/ & 160/ 6 17/ 6 60/ 6 30/ 6 120/ 
4 27/ 4 110/ 4 21/ 4 63/ 7 33/ 2 140/ 
30 30/ 22 120/ 4 22/ 4 65/ 2 38/ 4 250/ 
4 30/ & 30/ 11 24/ 10 70/ 4 40/ 34 
18 30/ & 140/ 10 25/ 8 80/ 4 42/ 
8 35/ 6 200/ 8 26/ 4 85/ 6 45/ 
12 36/ 6 220/ 6 30/ 4 100/ 24 50/ 
6 38/ 16 250/ 4 32/ 4 110/ 67 Bing 
7 40/ 4 280/ 20 35/ 3 120/ 34 Fathom 
97 42/ 74 Fathom 4 35/ & 60/ 8 Wages 
12 50/ 2 36/ & 140/ 129 
8 55/ 4 60/ 4 135/ 
6 60/ 123 Bing 123 
265 Bing 123 Fathom 
_74 Fathom 12 Wages 
339 Alston Moor 258 
258 Teesdale 
129 Weardale Alston Moor Bings of Ore 1100 
726 Teesdale rr “1924 
683 Last Quarter Weardale “691 
43 Increase in No. of men 3715 Total Bings of Ore 


General Report of Mines June 1820 


Teesdale District 

Coldberry Mine. This Mine has continued to improve its prospects since last quarter and 
is now raising Ore to considerable advantage as the Court will perceive by the low rates. 
Mannergill. This Mine continues to raise Ore in the Upper Strata to great advantage as far 
as it is yet opened out but the trial of the lower Strata respecting the results of which we 
were all so sanguine in our expectations has entirely failed, we are therefore at present 
confining the working of this Mine to the upper part of the Vein where it is productive & 
profitable. 
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Wiregill. The prospects at this Mine continue to be very flattering as we proceed, but the 
trial is not yet sufficiently advanced to allow a decided opinion to be formed of its results. 

Lodgesyke. This Mine continues to raise Ore to great advantage as the subjoined list will 
abundantly testify but since last quarter, a Cross Vein interrupted this Vein in the leading 
forehead which has thrown down (about 7 Fathoms below its regular situation) this part of 
the Strata that has hitherto been most productive in Ore; it has also scattered and completely 
confused the vein, and is rendering it unproductive in the part where the junction is; which 
we fear may a little diminish the Ore Raising for this quarter. What the effect of this 
intersection may be upon the future state of this hitherto most excellent Vein, it is 
impossible to anticipate until it is proved by driving through it, but we always dread any 
intersection of a vein so excellent, since it can scarcely be expected to be improved and it 
is liable to be greatly injured thereby. With this exception, there has no very material 
change taken place in the Mines of the Teesdale District since the last quarterly report. 


Weardale District 
Middlehope. The only material change that has taken place at this Mine since last quarter, 
is that we have at length effected sufficient trial of the Vein opened out in the lower Strata 
by the Engine to prove the success of this speculation, for we are now raising Ore in that 
part of the Vein, that will in little more than a year repay the whole expense of the trial. 
This Vein in the part of the Strata that used to be so productive continues to be exceedingly 
poor as we proceed in opening it out Eastward and the Ore raising will therefore be 
diminished in proportion, but as we have now accomplished the chief dead expenditure 
required at this Mine, it is working (and, I hope may continue to work) to considerable 
profit notwithstanding the diminution of Ore. 
Ireshopeburn. It is with peculiar satisfaction that I report the improving prospects of the 
Engine trial at this Mine, we have now no doubt of having thereby required a Mine that will 
not only repay the expense of this heavy trial, but will continue to be afterwards profitable 
for several years. This quarter will terminate the chief part of the dead expense of this trial, 
& we hope to be prepared to commence the new year by raising ore to a considerable extent. 
Stanhopeburn. No change has taken place at this Mine since last report that is entitled to 
notice. 


Alston Moor District 
Rampgill. No material alteration has taken place in the state of this mine since last report. 
Rampgill Sun Vein. We have not yet cut the Cross Veins which intersect this mine within 
a short distance from the present leading workings, and the only change that has occurred 
since last report is a material improvement in the state of the workings driving by Matthew 
Lattimour &c., that is approaching the Cross Veins from which the chances we greatly 
increased not only of the Sun Vein passing through the Cross Vein without being injured 
but also of enriching the Cross Veins, and rendering them valuable. Still however the 
results may prove unfavourable and therefore I dare not indulge in very sanguine 
expectations respecting it but we expect to come to the Vein during the present quarter. 
Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein. No change has occurred since last Christmas. 
Scaleburn Cross Vein. This mine continues to raise Ore with advantage but has undergone 
not particular change during last quarter. 
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Smallcleugh. This formerly excellent mine becomes hard and poorer every quarter and is 
now no better than the worst of the old pickings. Yet as this falling off is without any 
visible cause, we do not yet still despair of a revival of these Flatts when the trial crosscut 
reaches them in fresh ground at a distance from the present workings 
Middlecleugh This is the Vein discovered half a year ago and is continuing to raise Ore to 
the greatest advantage, without requiring any Dead expense in the prosecution of it and it 
is only to be regretted that its length has been proved to be so limited. 
Carrs South End we continue to raise Ore with advantage in the limited workings lately 
opened here. 
Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein. This Level has become hard and difficult to drive in the 
extreme, but as it is close upon a cross Vein we hope a change for the better may speedily 
take place in other respects no alteration of importance has occurred here since Christmas. 
Longcleugh. Raising Ore with some advantage although the workings are poor. 
Caplecleugh Cross Vein. At this mine for the trial of which so long a Level was driven, 
every important improvement has taken place since last quarter which backs us all to 
entertain sanguine expectations of obtaining workings when the trial is completed and the 
mines fully opened out that will be very valuable. 
I have all along in common with the District agents considered this as one of our main 
hopes of reviving the Alston District on account of the great extent of the whole ground 
and of the objects before us, as well as of the nature of the Vein which when productive has 
generally been of immense value, and so far, as we have yet proceeded since the Vein was 
cut, our expectations have been increased by the indications that we have met with. The 
two Bargains let to Hetherington &c., and Teesdale &c., are for raising Ore and the joint 
fathom and Bing rate is to prevent the necessity of giving a large Ore price expecting as we 
do that the mine is to improve on opening out. 
Tynebottom Sun Vein. Since last report the Engine Sump has been completed, and 
workings have been opened that bid fair to become very profitable as the Court will judge 
by the above list and we hope that we have thus required a mine that may be of value for a 
considerable time hence. 
In concluding this report (which I have made as brief as possible in the expectation of being 
enabled shortly to enter into a more detailed personal explanation with the next deputation) 
I shall only further remark (and I do so with great satisfaction) that although our Ore raising 
for the year in progress is not likely to exceed the calculation formerly given, or may even 
fall short of that amount, yet the prospects of lasting and beneficial mines in Alston Moor 
and Weardale have materially improved since last report, and in Teesdale there is no reason 
to doubt the continuance of very valuable workings notwithstanding the present (but I hope 
temporary) confusion at the fore end of Lodgesyke. It is also gratifying to my feelings to 
be enabled to add that the extraordinary expenditure which has necessarily been increased 
in putting the mines and works into proper state for carrying on the future operations to 
advantage will be terminated, or very nearly so, during this year in all the departments of 
your concern. So that I am willing to hope that were the mines even to fall short next year 
of their usual productiveness (of which I entertain no present apprehension) the profit 
arising there from may at least keep pace with that of recent years whilst the labour and 
anxiety attendant on the conducting the concern are likely to be greatly lessened. 

Robert Stagg 
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List of Bargains Midsummer 1820 
Alston Moor 


Men 


4 


4 
2 
& 
4 
2 
2, 
6 
& 
& 


6 
6 
6 
2 
4 
4 
6 
8 


5 


Decrease no of men 


Rates 
Men per Bing 
4 11/ 
14 14/ 
6 17/ 
8 20/ 
10 20/ 
4 25/ 
6 28/ 
20 30/ 
10 30/ 
6 30/ 
4 32/ 
19 35/ 
2 39/ 
13 40/ 
74 42/ 
6 43/ 
8 45/ 
2 48/ 
18 50/ 
4 55/ 
8 60/ 
252 Bing 
58 Fathom 
_ 4 Wages 
314 Alston Moor Bings 
237 Teesdale 
122 Weardale 
673 
726 Last quarter 
53. 


Rates per 
Fathom 


50/ 
57/ 
60/ 
210/ 
70/ 
80/ 
85/ 
90/ 
50/ 
120/ 
100/ 
160/ 
195/ 
205/ 
245/ 
250/ 
300/ 
Fathom 


4 


10 


— 


= 
OW 


Teesdale 
Rates Rates per 
Men per Bing Men Fathom 
8/ 2 38/ 

10/ 2 45/ 
11/ 2 48/ 
12/ 6 50/ 
14/ 4 58/ 
15/ 12 60/ 
16/ 8 65/ 
17/ 8 70/ 
18/ 14 80/ 
19/ 4 85/ 
20/ 6 100/ 
21/ 8 110/ 
22/ 4 120/ 
23/ 3 130/ 
24/ 4 135/ 
25/ 6 140/ 
26/ 93 Fathom 
28/ 
30/ 
35/ 
40/ 

Bing 

Fathom 

Wages 


NIN WAIN BP wWBAD AN 


N 
Ww 


Alston Moor Bings of Ore 1824 


Teesdale 
Weardale 


“a 


“ce 


Weardale 
Rates Rates per 
Men perBing Men Fathom 
4 20/ 
6 20/ & 70/ 
4 20/ & 85/ 
4 20/ & 220/ 
4 21/ 4 40/ 
6 24/ 4 55/ 
2 28/ 8 60/ 
16 29/ 8 120/ 
6 30/ 4 200/ 
8 30/ 4 240/ 
6 35/ 32 Fathom 
24 50/ 
90 Bing 
32 Fathom 
122 
“2900 
“948 
5672 Total Bings of Ore 


3715 Last quarter 


1957 Increase 


General Report of the Mines November 1820 


Rampgill Mine. No change deserving of notice has occurred at this mine since last report. 
The Level driving by J Milburn &c., continues as it proceeds to open out poor Ore 
workings, but which however as there is now little other expense upon this mine is leaving 


a tolerable profit. 


Rampgill Sun Vein, since the letting the partnership, (M. Hull &c.,) contrary to all 
expectations has met with a South string that is exceedingly rich, at this moment (Nov.30) 
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it is about 2 feet wide of nearly solid Ore, but we scarcely expect that it will continue to be 
of much value for any greater length. 

This Vein continues to raise Ore to great advantage although much poorer than usual. But 
as many of the best lengths are nearly exhausted, a considerable diminution must 
necessarily take place in the quantity of Ore obtained at this mine the ensuing years, unless 
the trial making by the Cross cut or that which is approaching the Cross Veins (both of 
which are expected to reach their objects within a few months) should prove successful. 
Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein, this is only a poor picking which requires a great price. 
Scaleburn mine, at this mine we continue to open out very poor workings, that enable us 
to drive the Level towards its ultimate destination at little or no loss. 

Scaleburn Cross Vein, driving the Level which continues to open out poor Soles and 
pickings, the profits on which will we hope defray the expense of continuing this low Level 
up to the objects for which it was begun, but from which it is yet distant upward of 100 
fathoms. 

Smallcleugh mine, having at length reached the part where Flatts ought to be found in fresh 
ground the Sump sinking by Allinson &c., is to endeavour to discover them. The Ore 
workings however are so poor that they will scarcely work at any price per Bing. 
Smallcleugh Cross Vein this cross cut is to try a Flatt that has been discovered near this 
Vein and will be completed in a few weeks. The Ore workings at this mine are very poor 
pickings, that require the utmost price that can be given 

Hangingshaw mine, this Bargain is let to hold the Lease without loss. 

Middlecleugh mine, all these workings are in the old pickings which have not been looked 
into for many years past, and the workmen have only been induced to make trial of them 
now to prevent themselves from being entirely out of work. 


D. McAnelly. October 2012 
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